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PREFACE. 



The following Sermons were originally 
preached before a country congregation; 
which may account for the plain and diffuse 
style of the Author's composition : and the 
plainness of the style may, he hopes, recom- 
mend the volume to a numerous and inte- 
resting class of the people. This hope is the 
only apology that the Author can offer for 
having added this to the many excellent 
publications, with which the religious press, 
at present, teems. 

The reader, as he proceeds through the 
volume, may discover something like too 
frequent a repetition of some of the doctrines 
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IV PREFACE. 

of our holy religion : — such as the corrup- 
tion of human nature, — the inadequacy of 
any righteousness, wrought out by man in 
his present fallen state, to satisfy the demand 
of divine justice, — the righteousness consti- 
tuted by the active and passive obedience of 
Christ, as the only righteousness commen- 
surate with that justice, — the imputation of 
this righteousness to every one that be- 
lieveth, for his justification, — and the inci- 
pient, progressive, and finally complete sanc- 
tification, or perfect conformity with Christ, 
of every one who by a true faith embraces the 
righteousness of the Lord Christ. These 
truths, however, cannot, it is presumed, be 
too frequently or strongly inculcated. They 
exhibit the leading features of that stupen- 
dous and glorious plan of man's redemption, 
which surpasses the comprehension of even 
the holy angels. These doctrines are not 
the production of some peculiar and novel 
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section of the christian Church ; but the doc- 
trines which are recognised and inculcated 
in the Articles, Homilies, and Liturgy of the 
Church ; as well as in the divine word, by 
which, as the only ultimate standard, all 
religious articles, creeds, homilies, and litur- 
gies, must be approved or rejected. 

The writer may not be warranted in en- 
tertaining the apprehension that the aforesaid 
fundamental truths of the christian religion, 
have been but too sparingly or obscurely 
treated by many of those able divines of the 
present day, whose views appear to agree 
with the leading doctrines of the Church. 

ft 

But he presumes not to suppose that any 
such apparent defect will be supplied in the 
following pages. 

Inadequate, however, as the Author's 
attempt may be to defend or exhibit these 
leading doctrines of the Reformation; or, 
rather, the doctrines of God's holy word, 
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which the Reformation rescued from the 
superincumbent mass of traditions, fictions, 
and errors, that human pride, ignorance, 
and cupidity of dominion and filthy lucre, 
had gradually heaped upon these doctrines, 
— he regrets not that attempt ; especially at 
a period when a revival of those traditions, 
fictions, and errors, appears to be taking 
place in this kingdom. 

To the blessing of Him who is " the Au- 
thor and Giver of all good things," " without 
whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy," 
and " who worketh after the counsel of his 
own will," the writer commends both the 
volume and its reader. 

MARSDEN, 
SEPTEMBER, 1837. 
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ON THE WORD OF GOD. 

Isaiah Iv. 10, 11. 

*' For as the rain conieth down, and the snow from heaven, 
and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and 
maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to 
the sower and bread to the eater: so shall my word be 
that goeth forth out of my mouth : it shall not return 
unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I 
please, and it shall prosper in the thing w hereunto I 
sent it." 

The use, the value, and the blessed effects of God's 
holy word, are represented to us, under various 
and striking metaphors and comparisons. In the 
Psalms, for instance, the scriptures are set forth as 
of greater value " than fine gold, sweeter also than 
honey and the honey-comb." * The word of God 
is represented also as a lamp which giveth light in 

» Ps xix. 10. 
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darkness : ^^ Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and 
a light unto my path/'< In the text, the efTeets 
produced by the word are compared to the effects 
which are produced by the fertilizing rain and 
snow which fall upon the earth. 

It is surely of the greatest importance to us, to 
have correct views or right thoughts of the attri- 
butes, the will, and the ways, of the blessed God. 
For, without correct views of him, we cannot " wor- 
ship him in the beauty of holiness ;" — we cannot 
worship him as he really is, — we cannot entertain 
a firm hope of receiving any blessing at his hand. 
Without " right views" of him in all his adorable 
perfections, we shall be apt to compare him to 
ourselves, and incur the charge brought against 
the wicked, "Thou thoughtest that I was alto- 
gether such an one as thyself.'* » 

Now, it is in his holy word that God hath been 
pleased to reveal himself unto us; and that word 
serves as a light that shineth in a dark world to 
preserve us from great and fatal errors. One of 
these errors is too common. We are naturally 
prone to fall into it ; to entertain notions or views 
of the incomprehensible Jehovah, as if he were a 
creature or a being similar to ourselves. Are we 
tempted, for instance, to think lightly of some dar- 
ling and besetting sin ? The mind is at the same 

« Ps cxix. 105. » Ps. 1. 21. 
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moment tempted to suppose that it is but light or 
small in the estimation of Jehovah ; and that he 
will not be extreme to mark the sin or punish us 
for its commission. And are not we frequently 
t^npted to scan or direct the ways and dealings of 
God, by our own selfish, dark, and perverted 
notions ? But it is the height of folly and presump- 
tion to compare " the High and the holy One, who 
inhabitetb eternity," to the frail children of men, 
'* that dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation 
is in the dust"* 

But if we considered, as we ought to consider, 
how infinitely far above our ways are the ways of 
God; how far beyond the utmost stretch of our 
limited comprehension are the perfections of the 
Almighty, — we should feel greater awe in his pre- 
sence, have greater confidence in him ; and at the 
same time be more deeply humbled before his glo- 
rious majesty. 

Such a consideration is proposed by God himself, 
in the verses just preceding the text : and it is pro- 
posed as an encouragement to sinners to forsake 
their evil ways, and return unto God ; " Let the 
wicked forsake his ways, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts ; and let him return unto the Lord, 
and he will have mercy upon him ; and to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my 

* Job iv. 19. 
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thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, so are my ways highet 
than your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.*" Then, in the words of the text, he 
assures us that the blessings which he will bestow 
through the instrumentality of his word, shall be 
as free, as certain, and as abundant, as the bless- 
ings which he confers on the earth by the rain and 
snow. 

" For as the rain cometh down, and the snow 
from heaven, and retumeth not thither, but water- 
eth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, 
that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater : so shall my word be that goeth forth out of 
my mouth : it shall not return unto me void, but it 
shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall 
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.^ 

Our design is to point out to you wherein the 
comparison holds good between the word of God 
and the rain and snow. The comparison holds 
good, 

I. In their origin or source. 

II. In their effects. 

May the Holy Spirit, which of old inspired the 
holy prophets and apostles to write the scriptures, 
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open our eyes to understand, and our hearts to re- 
ceive, the word of God, for our instruction and 
comfort ! 

We shall point out the comparison between the 
word of God and the rain and snow. 

I. In their origin or source. 

The rain and the snow descend from above. 
They are the free gift of an ever bountiful God. 
They are formed by the great Creator of all good 
things. He forms the clouds; and, when he 
pleases, condenses their moisture, and causes that 
moisture to distil on the earth, to nourish and 
make fruitful the ground. To him alone, as the au- 
thor and giver of every good gift, must our grateful 
acknowledgment be made for every refreshing 
and fertilizing shower that falls on the earth. 

As God is the maker and giver of the rain and 
the snow, so he is the author and giver of his holy 
word, — the scriptures of truth. " Prophecy came 
not in old time by the will of man ; but holy men 
of Grod, spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost" ^ If we had not this express declaration 
of a holy and inspired apostle, the scriptures bear 
the stamp, the evidence of divine origin. The 
fulfilment of prophecies, the accomplishment of 
events foretold many hundred years before, evi-^ 

* 2 Pet. i, 21. 
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dently determines that those prophecies, though 
declared by men, must have originally proceeded 
from that God who sees the past, the present, and 
the future. Nor is it the prophetical part of scrip- 
ture alone that is of divine origin : but also the 
rest "All scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness, &c"^ 
By which we are to understand that the sacred 
penmen wrote all the scriptures under the imme- 
diate superintendence and direction of God. In- 
deed, the doctrinal, practical, and experimental 
portions of the scripture show their heavenly 
origin. 

Now, if " ALL scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable, &c.," upon what ground, 
or under what pretence, is the word of God, or 
any part of that word, to be withheld from man ? 
Is it pretended that the laity are incompetent to 
know and understand the word of God, unless that 
word be accompanied with the interpretation of 
the priest; or that it is dangerous if not damn- 
able to read any portions of the scripture, but such 
as are sanctioned by the priest ; as if the divine 
Being was chargeable at the bar of man, with hav- 
ing revealed to a lost world, what is not only re- 
dundant but dangerous and fatal to his rational and 

« 2 Tim. iii. 16. 
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accountable creatures ? If the priest alone is to 
be tlie reader of the word, if the laity, and even 
their chiklren, are not to become acquainted with 
their Bibles, how came the apostle to commend 
Timothy^ for his knowledge of the scripture, ob* 
tained while he was yet a child ? Timothy, though 
a child, we may &irly presume, was, by his pious 
mother,^ instructed and encouraged to read the 
scripture, in conformity with the practice of the 
pious Jews and the express command^ of God. 
And if Christians are to be denied a free access to 
and use of the word, how is " the word of Christ 
to dwell in** them " richly 7* 

God^s holy word came originally from himself; 
and he now by that word speaks unto us, — ^unto 
us all, ministers and people, who read and hear 
that word. He instructs his servants to handle 
that word, and commissions them to make known 
his gracious purposes of love and mercy towards 
fallen man. The ministers of this word speak in 
the name and by the authority of their divine 
Master ; and beseech their fellow-sinners to " be 
reconciled unto God/' They also call upon and 
eicite their people to " search the scriptures,''^ — 
to imitate the noble Bereans, who ^' searched the 

7 2 Tim. iii. 15. • 2 Tim. i. 5. 

» Deut. vi,.7 ; xi. 19. » Col. iii. l(i. 

^ John V.39. 
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scriptures daily."' In their character as ministers 
of God*s revealed will, they are warranted in say- 
ing to each one '^ committed to their charge/' ad 
Ehud said to Eglon in another case, '^ I have a 
message from God unto thee :" a message of peace, 
a message of grace, an offer of a free and full sal- 
vation through faith in Christ Jesus. 

Having briefly pointed out to you that the com- 
parison between the word of God and the rain and 
snow, holds good in their origin or source, we pro- 
ceed to show that the comparison 

II. Between their effects is justified. 

To what does the earth owe its produce ? To 
the moisture which it receives from the bountiful 
hand of God : to the rain and the snow which come 
down and water it, ^' and make it bring forth and 
bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread 
to the eater.'' In the more temperate climate of 
this part of the world, we know but little of the de- 
structive consequences of long-continued droughts; 
but were we to visit the arid and parched plains of 
the torrid regions, what a fearful spectacle would 
present itself! "the heaven over our head like 
brass, and the earth under our feet like iron f^* the 
"kindly fruits of the earth'' destroyed, by the 
scorching blast, and barrenness everywhere around. 

^ Acts xvii. 11. * Deut. xxviii. 23. 
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With such a sight before us, we should be able 
to comprehend the prophet's description: "Ju- 
dah mourneth, and the gates thereof languish: 
they are black unto the ground; and the cry of 
Jerusalem is gone up. And their nobles have sent 
their little ones to the waters : they came to the 
pits, and found no water ; they returned with their 
vessels empty ; they were ashamed and confounded, 
and covered their heads. Because the ground is 
chapt, for there was no rain in the earth, the plow- 
men were ashamed and confounded, they covered 
their heads. Yea, the kine also calved in the field, 
and forsook it, because there was no grass.'' ^ 

Though our own country is not visited by these 
devastating droughts, we sometimes experience great 
scarcity of rain. I^ in the summer season, the 
rain be withheld for a few weeks, vegetation is 
checked, and the ground is parched. When the 
rain comes down, how much the earth is refreshed ! 
The thirsty ground drinks up the water, and soon 
puts forth its productions for the support and com- 
fort of man. The face of nature becomes revived, 
and delightful verdure clothes the fields and moun- 
tain sides. All nature, animate and inanimate 
seems to put forth its sympathy in partaking of the 
refreshing bounty of heaven. The Lord's good- 
ness in sending down the rain, and the delight- 

* Jer. xiv 2, &c. 
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ful and beneficial effects of that rain, are beauti- 
fully described by the royal psalmist : " Thou vi- 
sitest the earth and waterest it; thou greatly en- 
richest it with the river of God, which is full of 
water ; thou preparest them com, when thou hast 
so provided for it. Thou waterest the ridges thereof 
abundantly; thou settlest the furrows thereof; 
thou makest it soft with showers ; thou blessest the 
springing thereof. Thou crownest the year with 
thy goodness ; and thy paths drop fatness.. They 
drop upon the pastures of the wilderness; and the 
little hills rejoice on every sidc"^ 

You see the effects produced by the rain in the 
natural world; let us just glance at the blessed 
effects of God's word on the spiritual and moral 
condition of man. 

Man's condition, since the fall, is justly com- 
pared to sterile ground; or ground producing 
noxious weeds and briersJ His heart, naturally 
corrupt, is the fountain that spontaneously sends 
forth the sins which deluge the earth, provoke the 
wrath of heaven, and bear present misery in their 
train.8 But by the instrumentality of the word, 
God renovates the spiritual and moral character of 
man. By the word, he makes fruitful the souls of 

• Ps. Ixv. 9, &c. 

' Homily of the Misery of Man, Part II. 

• Matt. XV. 19, 20. 
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men, and causes them to produce the fruits of right- 
eousness and peace. This blessed change in the 
condition and character of man, as effected by 
God's holy word, is asserted by the psalmist : " The 
law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul ; the 
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the 
simple.''^ By the word ministered, God accom- 
plishes many great and gracious purposes. He 
quickens those who are by nature dead in sin. He 
brings them ^^ out of darkness into his marvellous 
light.^ He converts the barren, the useless, the 
injurious, into fruitful and profitable members of 
society. - He comforts the heart of the sorrowful, 
binds up the broken spirit, consoles the humble 
penitent, confirms the wavering, strengthens the 
weak, sanctifies the unholy, leads the guilty trem- 
bling penitent to the cross of Christ: in a word, 
prepares an heir of hell for the possession and en- 
joyment of heaven. The word of God effects a 
wondrous renovation of man's principles and cha- 
racter: he becomes ^^a new creature in Christ 
Jesus." To the instrumentality of the word, does 
St. Peter ascribe the renewed state of the Chris- 
tian : ^^ Being bom again, not of the corruptible 
seed, but of the incorruptible, the word of God, 
which liveth and abideth for ever.*** 

It is added in the text, that this word shall not 

» Ps. xix. 7. » 1 Pet. i. 23. 
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return void ; but shall accomplish that end which 
God designs. He not only sends his word ; but 
he clothes that word with power. He gives it the 
intended effect He makes it « quick and power- 
ful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piertang 
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirif-"' 
Independent of the divine agency, the word of 
God is but a dead letter ; but accompanied with, 
and applied by, the Spirit of God, the scriptures 
become " the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth."^ 

This word has hitherto withstood, and it will 
withstand, the opposition of its perverse and igno- 
rant enemies. The machinations, devices, and 
powers of hell and earth,— of devils and infidels, 
have been confederated against it ; but it has tri- 
umphed and it will triumph. Its adversaries may 
as well try to stop the rain, the snow, and the dew 
from watering and fertilizing the earth, as, by 
their wretched sophistry, endeavour to arrest the 
success of the Holy Scriptures. God hath de- 
clared, " it shall not return void, but it shall ac- 
complish that which he pleases, and prosper in the 
thing whereunto it was sent" 

The subject before us leads me to add the fol- 
lowing remarks, by way of application. 

From what has been said, we may see the import- 
' Heb. iv. 12. ' Rom. i. 16. 
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ance and necessity of attending to the word of 
God, both in the public service, in the family, and 
in the secrecy of the closet. This word to be 
known must be heard, read, and studied. It must 
be searched deeply, as you would search for hid 
treasures. It is a deep mine, and they who labour 
most in it, are greatly enriched with wisdom, con- 
solation, and joy. Nor can we, if we love the law 
of the Lord, fail to appreciate the provision of so 
large a portion of the scriptures, made in our public 
services. And far be the day when this portion 
shall be abridged, or supplanted by human com- 
mentaries in the shape of sermons or lectures. 
Without the remotest intention of depreciating this 
part of the service, called preaching, it may be ob- 
served that, in these days, we are in some danger 
of incurring the charge preferred by our Saviour 
against the Jews of old, — exalting human compo- 
sitions above the pure word of God;* and of sub- 
stituting feelings, excited by hearing a sermon, for 
those inward principles of abiding faith, hope, and 
love, with their outward and righteous fruits, which 
are formed and regulated according to the word of 
the Lord. " Faith cometh by hearing, and hear- 
ing by the word of God."* We are sanctified 
through the truth, — the word of God is truth.^ 

* Mark vii. * Rom. x. 17. 

« John XV. 3. ; xvii. 17. 1 Pet. i. 22. 
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To a careful, persevering perusal and bearing 
of the word, we must add prayer for the Holy Spi* 
rit, that we may ^^have a right judgment in all 
things"^ which pertain to our salvation and the 
glory of God. The office of the Spirit in illumi- 
nating the understanding is not to impart to us 
any new revelation, or to substitute dreams and 
visions for the word already given ; but to open our 
understanding to comprehend the already revealed 
will of God, — to secretly incline our naturally per- 
verse will to conform with that revealed will : in a 
word, to subdue the whole man to the authority of 
divine truth, that we may individually exemplify 
and experience the transforming influence of that 
truth. "I shall never forget thy precepts; for 
with them thou hast quickened me."^ 

' Collect for Whitsunday. ^ Ps cxix. 93. 
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SCOK. V. It. 

nowing .... the terror of the Lord, we pera 



Verily there is a God who "will judge the world 
in righteousness, and the people with equity." And 
though the long-suffering patience of God is abused 
by scoffers and unbelievers, — though they say, 
" Where is the promise of his coming ?" — he will 
surely come at the time appointed to judge all 
mankind. " We must all appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ, that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, according to that he hath 
done, whether it he good or had.'" These are the 
declarations of God's holy word. These tieclara- 
tions of the purpose of God are consonant with 
reason, for God is the righteous governor of the 
' s Cor. V. 10. 
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whole world. He has a right to be so. For it is 
his world, created and upheld by his infinite wis- 
dom and almighty power, and ever filled with his 
goodness. " The earth is full of the goodness of 
God." As a righteous governor he justly renders 
to every one according to his works which are done 
in this world, whether they be good or eviL He 
" will render to every man according to his deeds :" 
to them who, by patient continuance in well doing, 
seek for glory, and honour, and immortality, — eter- 
nal life ; but unto them that are contentious, and 
do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, — 
indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, 
upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew 
first, and also of the Gentile : but glory, honour, 
and peace to every man that worketh good, to the 
Jew first, and also to the Gentile."' 

Impressed with these solemn truths, or, as it is 
expressed in the text, "Knowing the terror of the 
Lord>" the apostles laboured to bring men into 
a state of reconciliation with God. " Knowing the 
terror of the Lord, we persuade men.''' 

" The TERROR OF THE LoRD." What did the 
apostle mean by " the terror of the Lord ?' He 
meant, doubtless, that awful terribleness with which 
the Lord God Almighty executes his righteous 
jtldgments on all his enemies. God is, indeed, a 

' Rom. ii. 6, &c. 
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God of mercy : " He deligbteth in mercy :" He is 
" rich in mercy ;" but he is also a God of inflexible 
justice. Though he deligbteth in showing mercy 
to the humble penitent soul that seeketh mercy ; 
he will make known his justice by pouring out his 
fury on them who know him not. His justice re- 
quires that sin should be punished, wherever sin is 
found. 

Divine justice is sometimes terribly made known 
to the conscience of sinners in this world : yet only 
a foretaste of it is here exhibited. The most hard- 
ened transgressor has been made to tremble. Thus 
the psalmist speaks of the wicked under terror : 
''How are they brought into desolation as in a 
moment ; they are utterly consumed with terrors.'" ' 
With what a reverential awe does the same royal 
penman describe the dread power of God when he is 
^gT> '* Thou, even thou art to be feared, and who 
may stand in thy sight when once thou art angry?^* 
Isaiah also describes the terrors of the Lord, which 
fall upon wicked hypocrites : " The sinners in Zion 
are afraid, — fearfulness hath seized the hypocrite, 
— who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire, 
who among us shall dwell with everlasting burn- 
ings ?^ Awfully descriptive also of the terror which 
attends the judgments of God, is the august lan- 
guage of the prophet Nahum, '' God is jealous, and 

' Ps. Ixxiii. 19. * Ps. Ixxvi. 7. * Isa. xxxiii. 14. 



18 ON THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD. 

the Lord revengeth ; the Lord revengeth, and is 
furious ; the Lord will take vengeance on his ad- 
versaries, and he reserveth wrath for his enemies. 
The Lord is slow to anger, and great in power, 
and will not at all acquit the wicked ; the Lord 
hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, 
and the clouds are the dust of his feet He re- 
buketh the sea, and maketh it dry, and drieth up 
all the rivers: Bashan languisheth, and Carmel, 
and the flower of Lebanon languisheth. The 
mountains quake at him, iBmd the hills melt, and 
the earth is burned at his presence, yea, the world, 
and all that dwell therein. Who can stand before 
his indignation ? and who can abide in the fierceness 
of his anger? his fury is poured out like fire, and 
the rocks are thrown down by him."^ Many other 
passages might be adduced to show how terrible 
the Lord is when executing his judgments, and 
pouring out the vials of his wrath upon his ene- 
mies. But. let us just glance at some of the 
INSTANCES OF HIS WRATH, as rccordcd in the scrip- 
tures. 

The condition of the angels that sinned is an 
instance of the divine wrath. These, once heavenly 
and holy beings, who dared rebel against the Lord 
God, were cast down from their glory and happi- 
ness. <^ For God spared not the angels that sin- 

® Nahum i. 2—6. 
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ned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered 

them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto 
judgment" 7 

In our own world there have been tremen- 
dous INSTANCES of God's wrath. Adam once sin- 
ned, and death passed upon him and all his poste- 
rity ; and the misery, the groans, the lamentations 
pervading the whole human race, are so many 
standing proo& of the indignation of a righteous, 
sin-hating God. When the iniquities of the old 
world, the world before the flood, had become so 
great and so many, God's wrath was kindled against 
them, and he swept away all the ungodly with a flood 
of water. When the inhabitants of Sodom and 
Gomorrah^ had grown so hardened and so daring 
in sin, that their wickedness cried to heaven for 
vengeance, the Lord God destroyed them with fire 
and brimstone out of heaven. In the records of 
his own people Israel, we read of his wrath being 
provoked against them, and of his judgments being 
poured out upon them. And, at last, when the 
measure of their iniquities was full, destruction 
came " upon them to the uttermost." Their coun- 
try was taken, their city was rased to the ground, 
their <^ holy and beautiful house was burnt up,"9 
and the infatuated inhabitants sufiered the most 
dreadful calamities and distresses of war, that we 

' 2 Pet. ii. 4. * Gen xix. • Isa. ixiv. 11. 
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read of in any history. To this day, the remnant 
of that people are a standing, living monument of 
the wrath of heaven. 

Yet all the direful judgments which have, from 
time to time, been outpoured on the guilty race 
of Adam, are but as a foretaste or earnest of that 
inconceivable wrath which will overtake and tor* 
ment all the ungodly in the eternal world. They 
will be judged, sentenced, and driven away into 
" everlasting burnings,''' " where their worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched." * The day, the 
great and awful day, is approaching, when, to use 
the language of an inspired apostle, ^Hhe Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them 
that know not God, and that obey not the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ ; who shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the presence of 
the Lord, and from the glory of his power"* 
"Everlasting destruction!" For ever being de- 
stroyed, yet for ever undestroyed. For ever sink- 
ing in the depths of woe ; yet never reaching the 
bottom of the bottomless pit ! 

These are solemn, heart-rending truths. May 

God the Holy Spirit deeply and lastingly impress 

them on our minds ! that we, as ministers and 

people, may be stirred up to greater diligence in 

* Mark ix, 44. ' 2 Thess. i. 7—9. 
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working out our <^ own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling;"^ and that, knowing these truths to be the 
truths of the " God who cannot lie," we may do all 
in our power to " persuade" others " to flee from 
the wrath to come." For, every one of us, who 
uame '^ the name of Jesus,"" is bound to do all he 
can to bring others "to the knowledge of the 
truth," to pluck them as brands from the fire. 

" Knowing the terror of the Lord, we persuade 
men,^ 

It was the sober and abiding conviction of the 
truth of God's holy word that moved St. Paul and 
his fellow-labourers to venture their lives in pro- 
claiming these truths, in warning, exhorting, and 
instructing their fellow-men. " We have not," 
saith St. Peter, " we have not followed cunningly 
devised fables, when we made known unto you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ"* It 
is the conviction of the truths contained in the 
Holy Scriptures that should move the minister of 
Christ now to warn, exhort, teach and " persuade " 
the people committed to his care, and to labour 
for their good ; and however unwelcome to some 
his plain and faithful dealing with their souls may 
be, he must please " God rather than men ;" * he 
must acquit himself as a faithful steward in ^^ the 
household of God." " Let a man so account of us, 

» Phil. ii. 12. * 2 Pet. i. 16. * Acts v. 29. 
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as of the ministers of Christ, and the stewards of 
the mysteries of God. Moreover, it is required in 
stewards, that a man may be found faithfuL" ^ Inn* 
pressed with the awful responsibility of his office, 
assured that the blood of every soul lost, throug^h 
his unfaithfulness, and firmly persuaded that all 
the threatenings, as well as the promises, of the 
word of God will be fulfilled, the christian mi- 
nister dares not, as he ought not to» keep back 
or qualify God's messages to a sinful world. 
*< Knowing the terror of the Lord, we persuade 
men." 

<^ Knowing the terror of the Lord, we persuade 

MEN." 

We persuade men. To what did the apostles 
persuade men ? If you will refer to the twentieth 
verse, you will find : " We pray you, in Christ's 
stead, BE YE RECONCILED TO GOD.^ This was 
the great end at which the apostles always 
aimed: leading their fellow-sinners to Christ, as 
" the way, the truth, and the life," 7 by whom alone 
we have access to the Father. To accomplish 
this, they continually laboured ; they warned every 
man of his danger ; they set before men the ma- 
jesty, the holiness of God ; they proclaimed to 
men the blessedness of such as by fedth flee to the 
Lord Jesus Christ for refuge; and they also 

• 1 Cor. iv. 1, «. 7 John xiv. 6. 
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pointed out to all professing Christians, the rules 
by which they ought to " walk worthy of the Lord 
unto all pleasing." « 

The state of man by nature is now what it was 
in the days of the apostles, and what it has been 
ever since the fall of Adam. His wants are now 
the same as they always have been. The provision 
of grace to meet those wants is the same. The 
gospel of Christ, in which that provision is freely 
offered, is the same now as it was when first exhi- 
bited to a perishing world. Yes, the fountain of 
divine grace is as full, and the streams of grace 
are flowing as abundantly now, as they were when 
the first redeemed soul ^ tasted that the Lord is 
gracious.'" There is no lack in God. There is 
nothing new in the records of truth; there is 
nothing new in the necessities of man. The faith- 
fully setting forth of these necessities, the publishing 
of these records, the preaching of ^^ the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ," is the great business of the 
minister of God's holy word ; and this business he 
must faithfully and fearlessly perform, " whether 
men will hear or whether they will forbear." 9 If, 
through prejudice against the word or its minister, 
they refuse to hear and profit by the word preached 
among them, the loss is their own, the sin is their 
own, and its consequence will fall on their own 

«Col. i. 10. »Ezek.ii.5. 
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heads. It is not the minister's loss, provided that 
he gives no just ground of offence or prejudice. 
This is a truth which seems to be but little under- 
stood in these days. Too many act as if they 
supposed that they are conferring upon their 
spiritual instructor some great favour by coming 
to church ; or inflicting upon him some grievous 
injury by withdrawing from his ministry. But 
this supposition must be erroneous. Whose profit 
or whose loss is it, when men appreciate or despise 
the ministration of the word and sacraments ? Is 
it not their own ? Surely it is. It is their own 
benefit to be faithfully instructed in the true way 
of happiness, both in this world and in that which 
is to come. If the people refuse to hear the truth, 
turn their backs on the house of God, ^^ neglect so 
great a salvation," and perish through wilful igno- 
rance, it is their own loss. ** If thou warn the 
wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor 
from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity ; but 
thou hast delivered thy souL*' 

" We persuade men." Not angels but men : not 
the fallen angels ; but fallen men. To the fallen, 
guilty race of Adam is the overture of mercy 
made, — " the word of this salvation sent"* The 
originally inhabitants of heaven, having forfeited 
their primeval glory, were passed by ; and man — 

I Ezek. iii. 19. « Acts xiii. 26. 
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created out of the dust of the earth, but in the 
moral and happy image of his great Creator, though 
fallen by transgression, has been selected as the 
object on whom divine grace and mercy might be 
bestowed, and bestowed consistently with the full 
exercise of divine justice^ Yes, my brethren, to 
us is made, and that ^^ without money and without 
price," the offer of pardon, peace, reconciliation 
with God, eternal life, a forfeited kingdom ; in a 
word, all the rich and varied blessings of the cove- 
nant of grace. What reception do we give to this 
offer? O! if a messenger were commissioned to 
stand and proclaim upon the verge of the bottom* 
less pit, and within the hearing of every lost crea- 
ture, condemned to eternal torment, " Ho, every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that 
hath no money ; come ye, buy and eat ; yea, come, 
buy wine and milk without money and without 
price," ^ how, think ye, would the message be heard ? 
Surely, not with that apathy, neglect, and disdain 
with which mankind too generally hear that and 
similar invitations. And what shall be their doom^ 
how shall they escape, who neglect this great sal- 
vation ! Alas ! every warning unheeded, every 
offer of mercy despised, every opportunity unim- 
proved, every sabbath profaned, every means of 

» Is. Iv. 1. 
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grace neglected, will form bo many items of account 
oQ the judgment-day, and so many bitter ingre-- 
dients in the cup of sorrow and woe which the 
damned will be constrained to drink through eter- 
nity ! " Knowing therefore" these things, " we 
pereuade men." 

In laying before you, from time to time, these and 
other divine truths, " we have not followed cuanitigly 
devised fables ;" but we are fully persuaded of the 
truths delivered unto you. We have not, we trust, 
sought to gratify your ears or to elidt your praises 
of us, " with enticing words of man's wisdom ;" but 
have laboured to " persuade " you to embrace the 
truth in the love thereof 

To some of you, the word of God has, I hope, 
been effectual ; and you can set to your seal that 
the word is tnie. You have the testimony of your 
own consdence, your own experience, that the word 
" is the power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth:" that word, you discovered, de- 
scribes your own character, your true state ; and 
brings to light tlie hidden things of your heart. In 
describing the corrupted, miserable, guilty state of 
man, you foqnd that the word was describing your 
own ; and in offering to you tiie healing balm of 
the blessed gospel, yoo found it to be what you 
just required. For these discoveries you are in- 
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debted to ^^ Him who worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will." To Him alone ascribQ 
the praise and the glory. 

But we fear that to many of you, the gospel of 
Jesus has been as yet but a dead letter, — an empty 
sound dying on your outward ear. You have 
listened, but you have not believed; you have been 
invited, but you have not come ; you have been 
exhorted, but not effectually persuaded ^^ to flee 
from the wrath to come," and " to lay hold upon 
the hope set before you " in the gospeL Sabbath 
after sabbath, and year after year have glided away, 
and home you on their wings nearer eternity ; but, 
alas! not nearer heaven. The maturity of age 
has overtaken you; but by your neglect, abuse, if 
not contempt of privileges, by your increased 
hardness of heart, you have grown riper for eternal 
ruin : and you have added to your guilt, and con- 
sequently aggravated your condemnation. Divine 
wisdom has called ; but ye have hitherto refused ; 
she has stretched out her hand ; but ye have not 
regarded. May the Lord in his mercy arrest you 
in this mad career, and turn you from the error of 
your way, that iniquity may not be your ruin. 



c2 



28 



SERMON m. 

ON THE SINFUL CONDITION OF MAN. 

Gal. iii. 22. 

" The scripture hath concluded all under sin^, that the 
promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them 
that believe." 

The testimony of scripture, respecting the con- 
dition of man since the fall, has, in all ages, been 
fully verified. Though that testimony is so strongly 
supported by facts, yet, multitudes, while they pro- 
fess to believe the scriptures, will not believe that 
the state of man is so bad, so deplorable, so help- 
less, as it is represented to be in the word of God. 
This mistaken view of our fallen condition, must 
originate in ignorance of the character of God, the 
extent and spirituality of his holy law, the inflexi- 
ble, uncompromisingjusticeof God, and the defile*- 
ment and demerit of sin. Under the influence of this 
ignorance, men vainly imagine that the performance 
of a few external acts of religion, with what they 
esteem a tolerably correct life, or a life free from 
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those grosser sins which characterize and debase 
their neighbours, will ensure for themselves the fa* 
vour of God, and secure the kingdom of heaven. 
^^ Comparing themselves among themselves," or with 
their neighbours, or with the laws of men, instead 
of comparing themselves with the righteous law 
of God in all its requirements, they " are not 
wise ;" but they deceive themselves. This is a de- 
lusive error : an error which proves fatal to many 
souls ; and an error which the apostle St. Paul ap- 
prehended would ruin the Galatian converts. 
These Christians at Galatia had been, by Judaizing 
teachers, seduced from the simplicity of the gospel 
faith which he had preached unto them : and they 
were going about, like too many in our own day, to 
establish their own righteousness, instead of submit- 
ting to the righteousness of God. They were mix- 
ing and compounding faith with works, — the foun- 
dation with the superstructure ; or resting upon the 
works of the law for justification before God. 

In his epistle to them, therefore, the apostle, 
with much severity^ and with his usually acute rea- 
soning, combats their error, and points out its fatal 
tendency. He shows the insufficiency of the law, 
i. e. the works of the law, to obtain righteousness. 
In the verse immediately preceding the text he 
observes, " For if there had been a law given 
which coruld have given life, verily righteousness 
should have been by the law." So far was the law 
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from producing righteousness, that, as the apostl^ 
adds in the words of the text, ^ The scripture hath 
concluded all under sin, that the promise by &ith 
of Jesus Christ might be ^ven to them that be- 
lieve.** The text leads us — 

I. To NOTICE THE CONDITION OF THE HUMAN 

RACE — " concluded under sin.** ' ' 

11. To CONTEMPLATE THE BLESSINGS CONTAINED 
IN " THE PROMISE.** 
III. To DESCRIBE THE PERSONS TO WHOM ThAl' 

" promise" IS GIVEN — " to them that be- 
lieve." 

I. Let us NOTICE THE CONDITION OF THE 
HUMAN RACE. ThEY ARE " ALL CONCLUDED UIJJ- 

DEit SIN." ** The scripture hath concluded all 
under sin,"— the scripture describes and addresses 
all mankind as prisoners shut up under sin. Who- 
ever is described there as righteous before God, he 
was made righteous, not by nature, norby the law, 
but by the grace of God. The scripture recog- 
nises no justifying righteousness, except that which 
is of God by faith. They who are destitute of this 
" righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ,**' 
are by the scripture shut up under sin:'* they 

* Rom. iii. 22. 

* *' Shut up as close prisoners, — locked up as it were in 
a dungeon." — Leigh *8 Critica Sacra, 
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are declared to be guilty and corrupt If you will 
refer to the sixth chapter of Genesis and fifth verse, 
you will see a melancholy picture given of man : 
^< And (plod saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually ;" 
— " evil from his youth,"" as it is added, chap. 
viiL 21, David ia his day found and testified of 
inan; " They are all gone aside, they are altoge- 
ther become filthy, there is none that doeth good, 
no,, not one."* St. Paul, too, quoting the Old Testa- 
ipent, gives, in the third chapter of his epistle to 
the Romans, an awfiil but correct description of 
the world. He confines liot to the heathen world 
hi^ description of .man's alienation from God. He 
had ^^ before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that 
they are all under sin." * Now, to be under sin 
implios, 

I. To be under the dommion of sin. Sin holds 
under its iron sceptre every man who is unrenewed 
by divine grace. It exercises its dominion over 
the human, race in their state of nature. The his- 
torii^s of all nal^o^s, and even of the Jewish nation, 
clearly demonstrate how universally sin reigned in 
the world. What desolations have been wrought 
on the earth ! What ravages have been committed 
by nations distinguished for their high attainments 

' Ps. xiv. 3, &c. * Rom. iii. 9. 
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of polite and useful learning ! What a torrent of 
iniquity has overflowed and deluged the world! 
Nation rising up against nation, and, with relentless 
cruelty, slaughtering thousands and millions of their 
fellow-men, to gratify ambition, avarice, or revenge. 
What desolations have been wrought on the earth ! 
The world, as it came out of its Maker's hand, 
beautiful, and " very good,** converted into a 
" Bochim :'* and " Ichabod" inscribed on every 
earthly object ! If you inquire what is the cause 
of all the confusion, and all the wretchedness ex- 
perienced in the world,— we answer, it is sin. It 
is the corrupt heart of man that sends forth its pol- 
luted and polluting streams. In the heart is en- 
gendered and from the heart proceeds, every ma- 
lignant and vile passion; enmity, cruelty, pride, 
revenge, lust, hatred, avarice, strife, murder, theft, 
covetousness, idolatry. These break out in the 
life, as the breaking forth of many waters, ^^ and 
they defile the man."* 

In support of these declarations, or of scripture 
testimony, of man's miserable subjection to sin, we 
need not turn over the pages of history, — we need 
not resort to remote ages to search for evidence. 
Let us look around us, and what shall we behold ? 
Shall we discover men in the present day, with all 
their advantages and privileges, subject to the Lord 

* Matt, xv, 18—20. 
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of glory? .Are not hid laws transgreaaed ? Are 
not .his-.liireatenings set at defiance? Is not his 
goi^L despised^ and his proffered grace rejected? 
But to bving the subject nearer home — for it is a 
si|)g(|eet which concerns ourselves individually — ^let us 
inquire (bow stand our own hearts affected towards 
(jTod ? Are we, my brethren, or are we not under 
the domiiumi of sin ? Are we not ^^ lovers of plea- 
siiraa oiore than lovers of God ?"^ Are we not more 
Wis^ous to increase our worldly riches, honours and 
titles^ than to <^ grow in grace and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ?"^ Are we 
aol of those <^ who mind earthly things," as the 
cbi^ if not the only good? If we are, we may be 
4ieeU^ that grace has not renewed our hearts unto 
boUness, and that we are under the dominion of 
sin* To be under sin implies — 

2« To be tmder the curse of sin. What an 
awful jstate is this ! To be under the penalty of 
God's violated law, and obnoxious to his wrath, 
is BW^J enough to make even a hardened sinner 
tfemble. Yet this is the state of man while con- 
eluded under sin. Every transgression of the law 
ineufs ihe penalty, ^* Cursed is every one that con* 
tinuotb Ujot in all things which are written in the 
book, of the law to do them.''® " For whosoever 

««Tun.iii.-L '2 Pet. iii. 18. 

« Gal. iii. 10. 
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shall keep the whole law, and yet offiend in one 
pointy he is guilty of alL" ' When the law is once 
violated) the punishment is immediatdy incurred ; 
and though the infliction of the punishment be de- 
layed, the offender is subject to it No sooner had 
Adam transgressed, than the sentence of death wad 
passed upon him, yet the execution of the sentence 
was deferred for a time. And in that sentenoe do 
we, in some measure, discoyer the awful demerit of 
transgression, the deep malignity of sin, and the 
extent of its curse : ^< Cursed is the ground for thy 
sake."^ Still more do we discover the curse of sin 
in the death of the Sop of God, who ^^ spared not 
his own Son" when that Son was found as a surety in 
the law place of sinners. O ! may we never discover 
what sin is in its nature and fruits, as toM in the 
groans, the weeping and << wailing and gnashing of 
teeth " of the damned I 

As long as man is under the curse of the law, 
God is his enemy. " God is angry with the wicked 
every day. If he turn not he will whet his sword ; 
he hath bent his bow, and made it ready ; he hath 
also prepared for him the instrument of death."^ 
When a man is under this curse, he can enjoy no 
real, no solid peace. He may possess maiiy things : 
riches, houses, land, honours, talents; or he may be 
as poor as Job in the depth of his trials, — ^yet one 

» James ii. 10. » Gen. iii. 17. * Ps. vii. 11—13. 
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thing he lacketh not, one thing he possesses though 
he know it not : '^ The curse of the Lord is in the 
house of the wicked'S And though he may 
smoothly glide down the stream of life, he will find 
at the end thereof the region of horror, misery, 
and despair : horror, misery, and despair, without 
end, without mitigation, without one ray of hope. 
Nor is this eternal and unmitigated punishment 
for sin unjust, or severer than its deserts. The 
condemned, we presume, will be ever sinning and 
ever accumulating the wages of sin, which is eternal 
death. Sin, its curse and its torment, will run pa- 
rallel with ETERNITY. Lct US tum from this dark 
side of the picture, and, 

11. Contemplate the blessings contained 
in " the promise :" 

*^ The promise by faith of Jesus Christ." 
God's " promise" of Christ, or of eternal life 
with all the blessings of the new covenant, is d 
promise of free gift, not of works, or according to 
works, but " of faith :" and it is made good " to 
them who believe." Faith in Christ is required on 
our part Now the chief blessings of the new 
covenant procured by Christ and bestowed as a 
free gift on believers, are forgiveness of sin's, peace 

3 Prov. iii. 33. 
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with God, sanctification, and possession of the king- 
dom of heaven. 

1. The forgiveness of sins. The debt which we 
incurred by our sins, was discharged by the Lord 
Jesus, when he shed his precious blood on the cross 
and laid down " his life a ransom for many." The 
guilt of our transgressions, however aggravated, was 
removed away when he became a sin offering for 
us. He satisfied the demands of the broken law, 
which we, by all our endeavours, could not have 
done. When our sins are pardoned we are no 
longer subject to the .punishment due for those 
sins, no longer " under the curse." From " chil- 
dren of wrath" we become children of grace; and 
are adopted into God's family, and constituted 
heirs of heaven. "Blessed is he whose transgres- 
sion is forgiven, whose sin is covered." * Con- 
nected with this pardon of sins is — 

2, Peace with God. When the awakened sinner 
has been led by the Spirit of God to understand 
the method whereby God can be just,* and yet the 
justifier of all who believe in Jesus ; and is enabled to 
close in with this method, to rely upon Christ as an 
all-sufficient Saviour, peace, true peace, is enjoyed. 
The curses of the broken law are no longer thun- 
dered against him. In Christ, as the place of 

* Ps. xxxii. 1. * Rom. iii. 26. 
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refiage,lie is no^ safe from divine judtice, delivered 
from condemnation.^ In proportion to the strength 
of hi»{aifii in Christ, and his knowledge of Christ 
in his gradou& work and glorious person, will he his 
peaea God is now his friend and reconciled Fa- 
ther. '* Being justified by faith, he has peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ." ^ Whatever 
may be his portion in this world, God is his por- 
tion; Christ, his elder brother; the Spirit, his 
guide and comforter; heaven, his last and eternal 
home. Satan may accuse him and may tempt him ; 
but his plea is, " Christ died," " Christ hath re- 
deemed me from the curse of the law." Another 
blessing contained in the promise is-^ 

3. S€Mictification. This consists in a growing 
conformity with the holy image of God, which is 
righteousness and true holiness. Whereas the man 
was before under the dominion of sin, he is now 
freed from its bondage, according to the apostle's 
words : " Sin shall not have dominion over you : 
for ye are not under the law, but under grace."^ 

4. The possession of the kingdom of heaven is 
the crowning blessing included in " the promise." 
The heavenly inheritance, once lost, is now reco- 
vered ; and the redeemed of the Lord is admitted 
into those mansions of bliss, which have been pre- 

* Rom. viii. 1. 7 Rom. v. 1. 

* Rom. vi. 14. 
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pared for the followers of the Lamb. Sin and sor- 
row will be no more known ; but an eternity of 
inconceivable happiness lies before the Christian. 
He will then contemplate with delight and grati- 
tude the wonderful dealings of the Lord, which, in 
the days of his pilgrimage, appeared dark and in- 
explicable. " Now we see through a glass darkly ; 
but then face to face : now I know in part, but 
then shall I know even as also I am known." ^ 
Let us, 

IIL Describe briefly the persons to whom 

" THE promise" is GIVEN. 

It is " given to them that believe." To believe 
is to give our assent to the relation of any facts or 
events which are stated to have taken place. For 
instance, we believe the truth of historical records. 
We believe the testimonies of scripture, that there 
is a God, that Christ assumed our nature, and that 
he suffered in that nature. We believe that, ** this 
life ended," there is an eternity of reward or punish- 
ment But in the text " to believe" is applied to 
those who not only assent to the truths of God's 
word generally, but who " believe" in Christ " to 
the saving of their souls :" who, convinced of their 
guilt and danger, have fled to the Lord Christ, as 
their only refuge ; and, renouncing their own righte- 

® 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 
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ousness^ are willing and desirous to be justified 
through the righteousness of Christ, and to <^ be 
found, in him, not having their own Righteousness, 
which is of the law, but that which is through the 
faith 6f Christ, the righteousness which is of God 
by faith." * These have renounced their own righte- 
ousness as being insufficient to justify them before 
God. They have renounced the world and all its 
fascinating pomps and vanities ; the flesh with its 
affections and lusts; their former allegiance to 
Satan and delight in his works. They delight in 
the law of the Lord, which they now find to be 
" holy, just, and good." 

We shall now conclude this discourse with a 
short application of the subject You have heard 
how awful and miserable is the condition of sinners 
— of all men while unrenewed in heart and life. 
You have also heard the blessed state of those whose 
sins are forgiven, and who have God for their por- 
tion. We do not ask to which of these two parties 
you would belong in that hour when the world will 
take its leave of you, when the cold hand of death 
is upon you, and when your departing soul is about 
to appear in the world of spirits. But we would 
earnestly press you upon this question. To which of 
them, do you now belong? If to the former, who 
are still concluded under sin, its dominion, and its 

' Phil. iii. 9. 
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curse, we can speak to you no comfortable words ; 
we can hold out to you no ground of hope as long 
as you remain in your present state. But we would 
faithfully and affectionately exhort you to continue 
in it no longer. Your life is very uncertain : death 
is cutting down its victims on every side : you and 
I may be the next that will be numbered with the 
dead. 

If to the latter party you belong, then, indeed, 
happy are ye. Only allow me to remind you that 
you are still in an enemy's land. Your race is not 
run ; but hold on your course, and soon you will 
arrive at the desired goal, — ^' So an entrance shall 
be ministered unto you abundantly into the ever- 
lasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 'Jesus 
Christ"* 

*2Pet. i. 11. 
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ON THE LAW. 



Rom. iii. 20. 



'^ Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh 
be justified in his sight: for by the law is the know- 
ledge of sin." 

A RIGHT understanding of the nature and design 
of the law is necessary to all who would be saved 
by God's appointed method. For, without a correct 
knowledge of the law, a man cannot know his true 
condition as that of a sinner before God : and if 
he knows not his condition, he sees not the adap- 
tation to that condition, or the value, of the salva- 
tion provided by the Lord Christ. *'The whole 
have no need of a physician, but they that are 
sick." 
The words of the text is a conclusion to which 
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the apostle came from several premises. That 
conclusion is. 

The inadequacy of man's obedience to the 
LAW, to constitute HIM RIGHTEOUS. This con- 
clusion he further confirms by stating 

The use or design of the law. 

I. We shall show the inadequacy of man's 
obedience to the law, to constitute HIM right- 
eous. " By the deeds of the law there shall no 
flesh be justified in his sight" 

The " law" here means the moral law ; — the law 
revealed on mount Sinai, and comprised in ^e 
Ten Commandments. That law is of universal 
and perpetual obligation, under which God placed 
mankind. It is true that the moral law was not, as 
far as we know, revealed to Adam in his state of 
innocency, as it was afterward revealed to Moses, 
and has been transmitted to us. But Adam being 
created in the image of God, had no need of such a 
revelation of the law : for the law was inwrought in 
hi^ mind. There was an entire and a natural con- 
formity of his whole man with this moral law ; and 
this entire and natural conformity with the law 
constituted Adam^s perfect and natural righteous- 
ness. Previous to his fall there was not the least 
defilement There was no darkness in his under- 
standing; he knew his Master's will, and his Crea- 
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tor's perfection. There was no obliquity or per- 
verseness in Adam's will ; his will lay straight along 
or parallel with the will of God. There was no 
corruption in his affisctions ; he loved and delighted 
in his God. In a word, all the fiiculties of his soul 
were moulded after the holy image of his Creator ; 
and all the powers of his body were subservient to 
those of the inner man : and both soul and body 
were consecrated to the service and glory of God. 
The character and state of Adam were perfectly 
holy and happy, as he came out of the Creator's 
hand. 

But from that blessed state Adam fell; and in 
him as their covenant head, all his posterity fell 
also: and all partake of his sinful nature; *^ all 
have skmed and come short of the glory of God." * 
In consequence of our sinful nature, derived from 
Adam, we now cannot obey the moral law; we 
cannot do what the law requires of us, so as to be 
righteous or justified when we are tried and judged 
by the law. " Of ourselves, and by ourselves, we 
have no goodness, help, or salvation ; but contra- 
riwise, sin, damnation, and death everlasting.'"' 
'*In ourselves, as of ourselves, we find nothing 
whereby we may be delivered from this miserable 

' Rom. ill. 23. 

» Homily II. " Of the Misery of Man." Part 2nd. 
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captivity ; into the which we were cast, through the 
envy of the devil, by breaking of God's command- 
ment in our first parent Adam. We are all be- 
come unclean : but we are not able to cleanse our- 
selves, nor to make one another of us clean." 
" Neither may we rejoice in any works that we do, 
all which are so imperfect and impure, that they 
are not able to stand before the righteous judgment- 
seat of God." Such, my brethren, is the humi- 
liating description of human nature, as given in the 
standard doctrines of our church ; as confirmed by 
the word of God, and by universal observation. 
Oh ! that these salutary doctrines were more pro- 
minently and frequently introduced than they are ! 
We might then hope to see men's minds prepared 
to receive Christ as a full and welcomed Saviour. 
We should then not hear as we now hear, human 
nature so frequently extolled, not only by the vota- 
ries of vain philosophy, but by too many who profess 
to teach the word of God, and to lead their fellow- 
sinners to Christ 

Though all have sinned or fallen from the state 
of perfect holiness or conformity with the law of 
God, that law has not lost its obligation over the 
human race. It is still the true standard of moral 
rectitude or righteousness. By it we shall be 
judged : and by it we shall be condemned, if by it 
we seek to be justified. 
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It may be objected, why doth God try and con- 
demn us by the law, when we cannot keep or obey 
that law? Does he not unjustly exact from us 
what we cannot do, and threaten to punish us for 
that which we cannot help ? 

To this objection it may be replied, that man's 
inability to keep the law of God, is not of God, but 
of hitnself. Besides, this inability of man to serve 
his Creator, fully and perfectly, as the law requires, 
is voluntary on man's part He has no inclination 
to perform such a service. God created man alto- 
gether righteous, and gave him power to continue 
righteous. He, moreover, warned Adam of his dan- 
ger of falling,' and of the consequence of falling. 
He created man with a free will to stand or to &!!; 
and endowed him with sufficient strength to stand 
the trial, and to continue in his perfect righteous- 
ness. Had he stood, confirmation in righteousness 
and eternal life would, perhaps, have been the happy 
consequence. Indeed, the term of the covenant 
seems to imply this. The threatening of death as 
the penalty for transgression, implies a promise of 
life as a reward for continual obedience. If *' thou 
eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die," seems equiva- 
lent to. If thou eatest not thereof thou shalt surely 
• live. 

With man's inability to keep the law of God, 

» Gen. ii. 16, IT. 
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and his consequent condemnation, we must not 
charge God. Adam wilfully fell by transgression ; 
and in his fall and its awfiil consequences, he in- 
volved his posterity. ^^ By one man's disobedience 
many were made sinners."^ And Adam's posterity, 
by willingly continuing disobedient, confirm, as far 
as they can, Adam's transgression, and justify their 
righteous condemnation. 

We may, perhaps, illustrate this by an hypo- 
thesis. Suppose one of you, as a father, were to 
commit to his son a certain portion of goods to be 
carefully preserved and improved for his own ad- 
vantage and that of his descendants. Suppose, 
also, that the said son had been qualified to con- 
serve and improve what you commit to him ; at 
the same time warned of his danger, and of the 
consequence of failing. Now, if, after all this, he 
should disregard the warning, neglect his duty, 
dissipate the property, and thus bring ruin and 
misery on himself and all his posterity, who would 
be chargeable with that ruin and misery ? Not the 
father who had committed to his son the pro- 
perty, and had endowed him with ability to pre- 
serve and improve it; but the son himself, who 
had lost the property ; and, to aggravate the guilt 
of his negligence, upon him would be charged the 

* Rom. V. 19. 
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misery and ruin of his children and children's 
children. 

Thus has our first parent, our federal and na- 
tural head, plunged his posterity into sin, guilt, 
ruin, and helplessness. We are unable to obey the 
law, or obtain righteousness by the deeds of the 
law, while our obligation to that law is by no means 
relaxed ; and our condemnation under it, as a cove- 
nant of works, is by no means removed. " For as 
many as are of the works of the law are under the 
curse."* 

Our obligation to keep the law perfectly as a 
covenant of works, or to suffer its full penalty for 
the least failure, is the tenor of that covenant 
That covenant knows but one of these alternatives : 
"Do this and live : fail only in one point and die." 
But as no one can perfectly keep the law, so to be 
under it as a covenant, is to be under its condem- 
nation. Not is this condemnation removed or 
mitigated by a partial or imperfect obedience to 
the law. " For whosoever shall keep the whole 
law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of alL" * 
Again ; " Cursed is every one that continueth not 
in all things which are written in the book of the 
law to do them.** ^ Here, you perceive, the least 
failure in a perpetual, perfect, and universal obe- 

* Gal. iii. 10. ^ James^ ii. 10. 

' Gal. iii. 10. 
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dience, places you under the curse of the broken 
law. 

You will, perhaps, reply, this is a hard doctrine, 
who can bear it ? And, if it be true, who can be 
saved ? We answer, that by the deeds of the law 
no one can be saved. This v^ay of salvation is for 
.ever barred against every one. You may inquire, 
of what use is the law, or why do you preach the 
law, since the law cannot save us ? We remark, 
that the law serveth not to justify but to condemn 
us ; it is the ministration of death through the sin- 
fulness of our nature ; and, by condemning us, to 
drive us to seek justification and 0alvation in some 
other way, — the only way, by Christ For 

IL The use of the law is to convince us of 
sin : ^' By the law is the knowledge of sin." That 
which convicteth of sin, cannot remove sin. A 
straight line may exhibit the obliquity of another 
line, but does not make it straight God's holy 
law is that right rule or true standard to which 
men's deeds, words, and thoughts are to be 
brought, and by which they are to be mea- 
sured. If you bring your daily habits, your hourly 
deeds, words, and thoughts to this unerring rule 
of eternal and uncompromising rectitude, the rule 
or law will show you how perverse, how im- 
nerfect, how selfish they are, and how far short you 
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are of what you ought to be. St. Paul thought 
himself "alive without the law once; but when 
the commandment came, sin revived and ?ie died'^ ' 
Not that the apostle became more sinful, but the 
sin within, — his corrupted nature, being brought 
to the test of the law, was discovered. It was 
there before, but was undiscovered because the 
spirituality of " the commandment " was not per- 
ceived. You have seen in the sunbeam darting 
into a room, a vast number of particles of dust 
playing or flying; they were there before, but re- 
mained undiscovered until the bright beam of the 
sun made them manifest. So the corrupted nature 
within, which the enlightened Christian feels and 
laments, was there before ; but the law in its spi- 
ritual extent had not been applied to the inner 
man. Sin by the law appears in its true character : 
it is " exceeding sinful." 

It is to be observed, that the Greek word which 
is translated " sin," is a word which signifies to 
miss a mark, to fall short of it. . So God's holy 
law, applied to the outer and inner man, is the 
mark to which all our deeds, words, thoughts, mo- 
tives, and desires should come. Our coming sftort 
of it is properly and truly sin. That we may know 
this, we must know the mark — we must know what 
the law saith — we must know its universal, perpe- 

• Rom. vii. 9. 

D 



50 ON THE LAW. 

tual, and spiritual demands. Without such a know- 
ledge of the law, there can be no real, salutary con- 
viction of sin ; no humiliating view of our degene- 
rate nature and helpless condition; and without 
such a view of ourselves, we shall neither go to, 
nor appreciate, the Lord Christ. St. Paul from his 
own experience shows the necessity of knowing the 
law so as to know sin. <^ I had not known sin but 
by the law; for I had not known lust, except the 
law had said, thou shalt not covef ^ Thus, in this 
verse, the apostle gives, from his own experience, 
an instance in confirmation of what he says in the 
text : " By the law is the knowledge of sin ;" and 
the comparing of the two passages shows that 
when speaking of " the deeds of the law,'^ as inade- 
quate to man's justification before God, he is speak- 
ing of the moral law.- 

Our blessed Saviour, in expounding the moral 
law, * exhibits its spirituality, as taking cognizance 
of the inward man ; as reaching the thoughts and 
intents of the heart He sums up the whole moral 
law, and shows the true principle within of all ex- 
ternal obedience : " Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind. Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself."' The scribes and Pharisees compared 

9 Rom. vii. 7. ' Matt. v. 21^ 22, 27, 28. 

» Matt. xxii. 37, 39. 
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some of their outward deeds with the letter of the 
law, and prided themselves oa their righteousness. 
They perceived not within, the spring, the source 
of all sin. St. Paul, previous to his conversion, by 
this partial application of the standard, appeared 
blameless.-^ But when the law was brought home 
to hi3 inner man, his pride, and boasting of his 
own righteousness, immediately vanished; and in- 
stead of the pharisaical boast, ^^ God, I thank thee 
I am not as other men are," we read his complaint 
and confession ; ^^ When I would do good, evil is 
present with me." "O wretched man that I 
am ! who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death ?'^ 

It is ignorance, or very superficial view, of God's 
holy law, that engenders spiritual pride, and pro- 
duces so much boasting of religious attainments ; 
and forms so partial a rule of moral conduct among 
the hosts of professors in this our day. The axe 
of the law is not applied to the root of the corrupt 
tree : and men talk of conviction of sin, though 
they know not what sin is, because they know not 
the law, of which, sin is a transgression, and by 
which sin is discovered.^ Hence, too, they boast of 
exemption or freedom from sin in heart and life, 
because they are but partially acquainted with the 
law as A rule of life ; as a rule by which the in- 

• Phil, iii- 6. ' Rom. vii. * John iii. 4. 
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ternal man — the principles and motives of the out* 
ward conduct, are to be formed. And this, we 
presume, accounts for the laxity of morals, which 
too frequently accompanies a loud and noisy pro- 
fession of evangelical religion among our christian 
population ; and which causes *' the way of truth 
to be evil spoken of." 

Having seen the inadequacy of the law to justify ^ 
man ; and the use or design of the law, as stated 
in my text, let us urge upon you the duty of exa- 
mining yourselves by this holy standard : 

1. For your conviction of sin. You have heard 
that the law is spiritual, that it extends to the in- 
most recesses of the soul, that it takes cognizance, 
of the purposes, thoughts, desires, and motives 
of the heart ; and that it denounces wrath for the 
least failure in external and internal observance of 
all its requirements. Alas ! if our words and. 
thoughts, or desires and motives, during any one 
day, were to be tested by this righteous and un- 
bending standard, what a host of moral delinquen- 
cies should we discover ! We should no longer 
boast of ourselves ; we should no longer tolerate 
the heathenish opinion of having " a good heart ;" 
but we should be constrained to exclaim with the 
holy prophet of old, " Woe is me ! for I am un-^ 
done; because I am a man of unclean lips;"^ or 

« 1st. ri. 5. , 
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• with holy Job, " Behold I am vile," ' Study the 
moral law, examine and ascertain its holiness, its 
strictness, its excellency, its extensive demands, and 
its awful sanction. Pray to the Lord to give you 
a right understanding of this law, that by it you 
may discover your sinfulness, your guilt, and your 
righteous condemnation. 

2. For your humiliation before God. A right 
view of our sinfulness, in the mirror of the law, 
will prostrate our souls before the throne of God. 
Instead of expecting his favour as a reward for our 
imperfect obedience, we shall be astonished at his 
long-suffering goodness towards us — we shall 
"abhor*'® ourselves, "and repent in dust and 
ashes." We shall, for the proud boast of the Pha- 
risee, substitute the supplication of the humble 
publican : " God be merciful to me a sinner." * 

3. To prepare your mind for a more grateful 
and unreserved reception of the gospel. It has 
been justly remarked, that Christ is the last refuge 
to which a poor sinner will flee from the wrath to 
come. They who are acquainted with the work- 
ing of their corrupt nature, feel and lament the 
constant tendency of the heart to substitute its own 
supposed goodness, for the righteousness of faith 
for justification before God. The law in the hand 
of the Spirit, cuts off the man from this refuge of 

' Job. xl. 4. ® Job. xlii. 6. * Luke xviii. 13. 
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liesT— his own goodness, or innocency, wherein he 
trusts, and brings him to Christ See that you 
rest not short of Christ, as the true refuge ^* from 
the wrath to come." 



SERMON V. 



THE FRUIT OF SIN. 



Rom yi* 21. 



'' What fmit had ye then in those things whereof ye are 
now ashamed ? for the end of those things is death." 

Solomon has justly observed : " There is a way 
which seemeth right unto a man; but the end 
thereof are the ways of death." ^ This is especially 
true of the way of sin : the end of sin is death. 
The way of sin is the way of a fool ; and " the 
way of a fool is right in his own eyes f but he sees 
not its end. Sin is so infatuating as to delude 
poor mortals: it is delicious to their corrupted 
appetite ; they roll the sweet morsel under their 
tongues; but they taste not its bitterness until 
greedily swallowed, and its fatal poison diffused 
through the soul, " to bring forth fruit unto 
death.*' * " What fruit had ye then in those things 
* Frov. xiv, 12. * Rom. vii. 5. 
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whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of tboee 
things is death." Let us, 

I. More particularly ascertain wrat arc 

" THOSE things/' OF WHICH THE AF0S7LE RE- 
MINDED THE Roman Christians ; 

II. Point out the " end of those thikos ;*' 
and 

III. Show how a review " of those thhigs ^ 
affects the Christian's mind. 

May the God of all grace impress on our minds 
an affecting view of the folly and the fruit of those 
evil ways which lead to everlasting death ! 

, 1. Let us more particularly ascertain ,what 
are "those things,'^ of which the apostle, re- 
minded the Roman Christians. 

From what had been said in the nineteenth 
verse, it is evident that the apostle meant the vari- 
ous sins in which these Roman Christians had for- 
merly lived. In allusion to their former state^ 
while unconverted, the apostle in this chapter calls 
them the " servants of sin." Sin had had dominion 
over them: they had been its willing slaves. What 
a base, degrading servitude ! What, a soul de- 
stroying slavery! In the first and third chapters 
of this epistle, the apostle more particularly de- 
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scribes the various sins of the heart and the life, 
common among the heathen ; and a black descrip- 
tion it is. These sins he also calls the works of 
the flesh : " Now the works of the flesh are mani- 
fest, which are these ; adultery, fornication, un- 
cleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, 
hatred, variance, strife, emulations, wrath, sedi- 
tions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, 
revellings, and such like : of which I tell you be- 

• 

fore, as I have also told you in time past, that they 
which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom 
of God." 3 

It may be said that the apostle's picture of these 
sins applies to the heathen nations who knew not 
God. So, indeed, it did. But are the sins de- 
scribed by the apostle to be found only among the 
heatJien? Would to God it was so ! Alas ! are 
not some, if not all, of these sins, black and hellish 
though they are, to be found among multitudes 
"who profess and call themselves Christians'? 
Yea, do not many such, though bearing the sacred 
name of Christ, and having been baptized into 
Christ, go beyond the benighted Gentiles in " those 
things!*? Survey the ungodliness which abounds 
in this christian land. Look at the sabbath-break- 

• 

ing; behold the neglect of God's worship. Look 
*t the beastly drunkenness with which you meet at 

»Gal.v. 19-21. 

D 5 
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every turn in our towns and villages. Hear the pro- 
fane oaths, the swearing and cursing, the blasphem- 
ing of 6od*s holy name and word, the lying and 
falsehood by young and old; and say if ^Hhose 
things " do not demonstrate the psalmist's charge, 
reiterated by the apostle, " Their throat is an open 
sepulchre : with their tongues have they used de- 
ceit : the poison of asps is under their lips. There 
is no fear of God before' their eyes : their mouth ie 
full of cursing and bitterness." * ^* By swearing, «nd 
lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing 
adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth blood." ^ 
The foul crime of adultery is made to assume a 
tolerable, if not a commendable character^ under 
the designation of ^' an affair of gallantry ;" while 
the brutal act of murder is termed, ^^ an affidr of 
honour." Thus do men, deceived and deceiving, 
call evil good. Contemplate the breaking forth of 
malice, envy, and hatred, in backbiting, slandering 
words, and malicious deeds : and tell me, do not 
" those things " agree with the apostle's descrip- 
tion : ^' Being filled with all unrighteousness, for- 
nication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness ; 
full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; 
whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, de^iteful, 
proud, boasters, inventors of evil things,, disobe- 
dient to parents, without understanding, covenant 

* Ps. V. 9; cxl. 3 ; x. 7 ; Rom. iii, * Hos. iv. 2. 
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breakers, without natural affection, implacable, un- 
mercifaL"« 

There is yet a more decent, unsuspected, and, 
therefore, more deceptive way of sin, '^ the end ^ of 
whieh *^ is death." This is the way of worldly plea^ 
sures, as tbey are tenned. Of such as pursue this 
way, the apoStle testifies, that they are ^' lovers of 
pleasures more than lovers of God ; having a form 
of godliness, but denying the power tbereol" ^ The 
fiuihioDs, the amusements, the honours of this evil 
worlds engross their minds and occupy their pre- 
cious ttme. They " mind earthly things." " Their 
^^ god is their belly, whose glory is in their shame, 
who mind earthly things." ^ 

Nolv these are some of ^< those things ^ which 
maik and fix,, the character of not only the hea- 
then nations, but also of too many who are called 
Chris&ros; and who, by their baptismal vows, 
have solemnly engaged to renounce the works of 
darkness^^to renounce the devil and all his works 
<^to renounce the pomps and vanities of this evil 
world — to mortify all the sinful lusts of the fiesh — 
and to *^ live soberly, righteously, and godly, in 
tins present world." » What, then, is the end of 
^ those things " in which the great mass of man- 
knid live and delight ? " It is death.*' " The end 
of those things is death." 

• Rom. i. 29—31. ^ 2 Tim. iii. *, 5. 

• Phil. iii. 19. • Tit. ii. 12. 
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This ifi the 

IL Point to be noticed. 
" What fruit had ye then, (i. e. when ye Uved^) 
in those things?" Was it a wholesome, use&d, 
sweet fruit? Did ^Hhose things " impart to you 
that solid delight which you sought ? No. The 
fruit was bitter. ^' Those things," indeed, ap«- 
peared fair, goodly, inviting, desirable; but they 
proved, even in the enjoyment of them, to h» 
^' grapes of gall, their clusters are bitter." ^ . Sin is 
like a sweet poison, gratifying to the vitiated pa^ 
late; but, while its sweetness yet remain^ ils 
deadly power insinuates itself through . the frame, 
working death. . Every sin, sooner or later, brings 
its own punishment. The fruit of sin in this Ufe is 
bitter^ You will never find a sinner happy or satia- 
fied in his mind. After all that he can obtain ^sA 
enjoy of earthly possessions and pleasures, there>ifi 
something still wanted — ^^there is an aching void — 
there, is a worm at the root of all, corroding the 
very enjoyments. Besides, one sin leads on to 
other sins in a progressive series, until the way of 
sin terminates in some great sorrow, loss, or disap- 
pointment ; or in a public shame and mental re- 
morse. Take, for instance, that very common 
sin of sabbath-breaking; a sin awfully prevalent 
among all classes in this christian country. This 

' Deut. xxxii. 32. 



THE FRUIT OF SIN. 61 

sin leads to evil company, to drunkenness ; drunken- 
ness leads to want ; want leads to dishonesty ; dis- 
honesty leads to murder. Dishonesty or murder 
leads to public infamy, to prison and the gallows. 
How frequently does it happen that persons, pub- 
licly executed for some atrocious crimes, confess 
that their wicked career, ending in a disgrace- 
ful death, commenced by neglecting the house of 
God on the Lord's day, by breaking the sabbath, 
and by associating with ungodly companions ! 
Truly does the apostle say, " Destruction and 
misery are in their ways, and the way of peace 
have they not known.'** 

LfOok, again, at the fruit of another prevailing 
sin — the sin of intemperance. Follow the drunk- 
ard to the pot-house, and see him swill his cups. 
He becomes drunk, loses his little portion of rea- 
son, destroys his health, impoverishes his family ; 
and his mind, filled with bitter reflection, becomes 
miserable when the intoxication is gone. He has 
been cruelly wasting that money which was due 
to his family. He has robbed them of their com- 
forts, of thei^ bread ; and while he has been swal- 
lowing down the sweet but poisonous draught, and 
joining in the noise, the revelry, and riot of his 
mad companions, his wife and poor children were 
pining away and weeping through lack of bread. 

« Rom. iii. 16, 17. 
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Look at the drunkard's family, ^* half naked, half 
starved,*' and then say whether the fruit of this 
sin is not bitter ? *' Who hath woe, who hath sor- 
row, who hath contention, who hath babbling, who 
hath wounds without cause, who hath redness of 
eyes? They that tarry long at the wine''* (or 
drink.) O ! the untold, the undiscovered miseries, 
even in this world, produced by this sin-^the sin 
of drunkenness ! And where, I ask, where were 
the christian principles, where was the apprehend- 
ed responsibility, nay, where was the vaunted pa- 
triotism, of our professedly christian governors and 
legislators, when they concocted and enacted that 
most demoralizing and infamous act, commonly 
called the *• Beer Act ?" Were not the floodgates 
of licentiousness sufficiently widened, before the 
statute book of a christian nation was stained with 
a sort of premium on immorality ! Alas ! it re- 
quires not the spirit of prophecy to foretel the 
doom of that nation, be it denominated christian 
or heathen, whose rulers and legislators compro- 
mise the interests and safeguards of morals and re- 
ligion, to swell the amount of a temporal good in 
the shape of increased revenue ; as if the strength 
and the glory and stability of a commonwealth, 
consisted more in its accumulated silver and gold, 
than in the virtues of its people ! 

» Prov. xxiii. 29, 30. 
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N0W5 if the fruit of sin be such in the present 
life^ what will be the end, the fruit of sin in the 
world to come"? The apostle states, '^The end of 
those things is death." And what is this death ? 
It is not only the death of the body, but that eter- 
nal death spoken of in the word of God, as ^' the 
second death ;" being cast, soul and body, into the 
lake ^at burneth with fire and brimstone. '^ The 
fcarful,' and unbelieving, and the abominable, and 

« 

itmrderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and 
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the 
bke which burneth with fire and brimstone ; which 
is the second death/' ^ 

Every ein deserveth eternal damnation. Every 
son is the service of the devil, and he for the ser- 
vice will pay the wages to the fulL "He that 
eommitteth sin is of the devil ;" ^ and " the wages 
of sin is death." ^ "The end of those things is 
death." • 

Let us proceed, 

iii. to show how a review of "those 
things'* affects the Christian'^s mind. 

Of them .he is " now ashamed." "Whereof ye 
are now ashamed.'^ When the prodigal son came to 
himself he felt ashamed of his former conduct^ and 
confessed that he was unworthy to be called the 

* Rev. zxi. 8. ^1 John iii. 8. ° Rom. vi, 23. 
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son of his good and offended &ther. When ibe 
Romans, to whom the epistle was addressed, had 
heard and received the word of God, they saw in 
that word, as in a glass, the folly and misery of those 
things in which they had formerly lived. God's 
holy word is the true, the only mirror to exhibit 
the exceeding sinfulness and consequence of sin. 
Of their former, unholy, ungodly lives, these con- 
verts to the faith were ashamed. True convicticm * 
of sin invariably leads a man to feel ashamed 6f his 
sins, and to hate and forsake sin, as an evil, a bit- 
ter, a cursed thing. In the agonizing death of his 
Saviour, he sees the fruit of his own sins. In the 
wretchedness and sufferings incident to humanity, 
he recognises the fruit of sin. In the inconceivable 
torments of the damned, he acknowledges the 
righteous wages of sin. Of sin, of his own trans- 
gressions, he is ashamed. When the Jews repented, 
they wer6 ashamed of their evil ways. Hear their 
confession as made by Ezra : " O my God, I am 
ashamed and blush to lift up my face to thee, my 
God, for our iniquities are increased over our heads, 
and our trespass is grown up unto the heavens.**? 
Look also at the confession of repenting Israel:' 
" Surely after that I was turned, I repented, I 
smote on my thigh, — I was ashamed, yea, even 
confounded, because I did bear the reproach of my 

^ Ezra ix. 6. 



THE FRUIT OF SIN. 65 

youth." 8 This is the feeling, this, in substance, is 
the confession, of every one who repenteth unto 
life, and into whose heart the light of divine truth 
has dawned. With sorrow and shame does he 
review " those things" in which he formerly de- 
lighted. He mourns over his madness, and loathes 
his sins, and for his sins ahhors himself. He enters 
into the feelings of humbled Job, which are thus 
expressed L "I abhor myself and repent in dust 
and ashes." 9 The sins in which he once lived are 
the things which have defiled his soul, — provoked 
the wrath of his heavenly Father, — crucified his 
blessed Redeemer, — and grieved the Holy Spirit, 
his Sanctifier. He is amazed at the forbearance 
and goodness of God in so long sparing him ; and 
he is "ashamed" of his manifold provocations, 
! that the divine Spirit, whose office is to con- 
vince of sin, would produce in the heart of each 
one of us, these salutary feelings and views of sin, 
-H)f our own sinfulness ! 

Having, I. described some of " those things" of 
which the apostle reminded the Roman Christians ; 
n. Pointed out "the end of those things;" and. 
Hi. Showed how a review of " those things," 
^ects the Christian's mind, we shall now make a 
^rief application of the subject 

• Jer. xxxi. 19. ® Job xlii. 6. 
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My dear friends, how far does the foregoing de^ 
seription of true penitence agree with your own 
case? Many and great have been the proYoeations 
which God has received from you. Many ai:e ilie 
days and the years which you have passed in an 
estrangement from God; m a disregard. of hi? holy 
nam^y his authority^ his goodness, his love ; and in 
" serving divers lusts and -pleasures."* Ah ! " wbal; 
fruit had ye then in those things? for the ^nd 
of , those things is death.*' Some of you hay?, I 
trust, discovered that the end of sin is death. You 
thought yourselves happy, but you found put your 
mistake. You rejoiced in your youth, and in the 
ways of your own hearts, and in walking in the sight 
of your own eyes,' and soothed youJ'selves by sup- 
posing, ^^ I shall have peace, though I walk in the 
* imagination of mine heart."* Your precious tune 
has been dissipated m mad mirth, in drunkenness, 
in revelling, in dressing, in dancing, or in revenge, 
in malice, in envy, in despising the God who made 
you, and the Saviour who died to redeem you. But 
did these things make you happy? O no. And 
now that you see the evil of " those things," ** you 
are ashamed of" them : and you can testify that 
their fruit was disappointment, vexation, sorrow, 
care, and anxiety. You also discovered that *^ the 

* Titus ill. 3. * Eccles. xi. 9. ' Deut. xxix. 19. 
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end of those tibings," if you continued in them, 
would be death, — ^would ** be wailing and gnashing 
of teeth.''* 

This is a season' when this subject seems to be 
more especially needed ; — a season of much dissi- 
pation, of drunkenness, of wickedness in various 
shapes and colours ; '< The end of those things is 
death."* 

We are no enemy to man's happiness or enjoy- 
ments, provided they be rational and innocent 
But is it rational and innocent to degenerate below 
the brute, by df unkennese ; to wallow in the pol- 
luting mire of sin ; to swear and curse, and blas- 
pheme, and provoke the wrath of God? Surely 
not As your faithful friend, I forewarn you that 
'^ the end of those things is death." 

Parents, if you, by your example, encourage or 
teach your children to follow that which is evil,— • 
or if you neglect to check them in their evil ways, 
can there be any wonder if you should live to see 
your offspring grow up in wickedness, and become 
your tormentors in this life, to say nothing of that 
which is to come ? And is it not strange to see 
persons, professing godliness, professing to fear 
God, take delight in and mix with such unholy 
scenes ? Not they alone who do such things, but 
they also who take pleasure in witnessing others 

* Matt. xiii. 4S. ^ The annual village feast or wake. 
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do Bucb things, are aceouDted guilty before God. 
" Thej who commit auch things are worthy of 
death, — ^not only do the same, but have pleasure 
in them that do them."* 

Youths and children, take heed to yourselves : 
there is evil before you. In Buch times as these, 
Satan iB particularly busy in laying bis snares to 
entrap the young and tbougbtlesa. Should you be 
tempted to mix with the vain, the foolish, the ^d- 
dy, the godless, remember the word — " A compa- 
nion of fools shall be destroyed." ' Ask yourselves, 
is it thus that I renounce the devil and all his 
works, the vanities of this wicked world, — and all 
the sinful lusts of the flesh ? Perhaps you excuse 
yourselves by saying, I am only doing what many 
others do. Well, what saith God to this ? " Thou 
shalt not follow a multitude to do evil."^ And, 
" My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou 
not."9 

Christians, who profess to know and serve the 
Lord, " abstain from all appearance of evil." > Set 
not your seal of approbation to the sins and follies 
of others, lest you should be partakers of other 
men's sins. And while, by your example in ab- 
staining from the unholy mirth and licentiousness 

'■ Rom. i. 38. ' Prov. lUi. W. 

" Esod. xxiii. 2- ' Prov. i. 10. 

' 1 Thesa. V. 82. 
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of the season, you pronounce your abhorrence of 
that which is evil, let your prayers for yourselves, 
and your intercessions for others, ascend to the 
throne of grace, that God may spare the careless 
and the foolish, and may grant to them repentance 
unto life. 



SERMON VI. 

ON SELF-DECEPTION. 

Jaueb i. 16. 
" Do not err, my beloved brethren. 
It is scarcely possible to believe, prior to obser- 
vation, that men wbo generally are so cautious and 
prudent in the management of their worldly affairs, 
should need reiterated admonidons in the concerns 
of their immortal soul In their daily transactions 
and speeidatioDs, they have no need of a friend to 
awaken in their bosom an anxiety for success, or 
to continually sound in their ears, " Do not err. 
• eager desire of gain, and their knowledge 
jence of men and things, tend to make 
Bpect in their ordinary vocations. Can 
B this caution, " Do not err," in 
Jpt affairs of their souls and eternity ? 
Caiuch diead the loss of a little sordid 
Eiammon of this world; or of worldly re- 
iworldly glory; but fed no solidtude 
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about their everlasting state ? Do a few " uncer- 
tain riches ^' outweigh the eternal joys and glories 
of heaven ? Does the smile of a fellow-creature 
appear more valuable than the favour of God ? Is 
there a constant necessity to warn them of their 
danger? Does it become a paramount duty, a 
duty as much imposed on their ministers by pity 
and love for perishing souls, as by the awful respon- 
sibility of their office, — to exhort and persuade men, 
sabbath after sabbath, to take heed to themselves, 
to beware of sacrificing their best interest,— a crown 
of glory, an immovable kingdom ? Daily expe- 
rience, alas ! requires an affirmation of all these 
questions. Mankind seem to be unwilling to err 
or be deceived in anything, except in that which, 
of all other things, is the most important to them. 
They are quite willing to venture their eternal all 
upon taking it for granted that it is quite secure. 
Under the influence of this prevalent and fatal de- 
lusion, thousands are daily dropping into eternity ; 
and from dreams and visions of a nighty they awake 
to all the dreadful realities of the unseen world. 
Well, indeed^ may we earnestly repeat the cau- 
tion; " Do not err, my beloved brethren." 

The caution here administered by the apostle, 
was to guard the persons addressed from a com- 
mon error, namely, that God is the author of sin, 
or the tempter to commit sin ; and that sin com- 
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mitted, incurred little or no danger. ^* Let no man 
B&y when he is tempted, I am tempted of God ; for 
Ood cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth 
he any man : but every man is tempted ^hen be 
is drawn away of his own lust and enticed. Then, 
when lust bath conceived, it bringeth forth sin ; and 
sin when it is finished, Imngeth forth death."' 
" Do not err, my beloved brethren.^ 

We shall endeavour to show the necessity of this 
caution, by pointing out some instances in which 
men <^ err," and deceive themselves in religious 
matters. 

1. They err by attaching greater import- 
ance .TO THE AFFAIRS OF THIS LIFE, THAN TO 
THOSE OF ETERNITY. 

In the estimation of mankind, what mighty con- 
cerns are the things of the present world I What 
time is bestowed, what distracting anxiety is felt, 
what incessant toils are endured, to acquire what is 
deemed a competency, — a fortune suffident to 
make its possessor happy. Happy I but how long ? 
Perhaps a few days. I may be only one. As 
soon as he sits down to congratulate himself and 
to receive the congratulations of others, on his 
having completed a successful course in business, 
he receives the unexpected, the unwelcomed sum- 

* James i. 13^ 14^ &c. 
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mons : "^Prepare to meet thy God." " This 
night thy soul shall be required of thee : theB whose 
shall those things be, which thou hast provided ? " > 
The riches of heaven were never deemed worth 
possessing* They were neglected. They are now 
far ever loet^ 

How many and great privations and dangers will 
the warrior pass through to gain the honour of a 
victory I He may lay armies and nations prostrate 
at his feet. By his valour and skill he may attain 
to the highest summit of human glory, and his 
name may be transmitted to distant generations. 
But from the height of his glory, he is cast down 
and laid in the dust. Yet to conquer himself to 
triumph over his spiritual enemies, to win a king- 
dom that cannot be moved, — this never engaged 
his serious thoughts, never excited his desire. The 
&vour and praise which come from men, though 
highly valued and earnestly coveted, are uncertain 
and deceitful ; but ^^ the honour which cometh from 
God'' is solid and lasting. His *' lovingkindness 
is better than life." 

11. Men deceive themselves by th£ hope 
of a death-bed repentance. 
This hope is a fatal delusion which destroys 

»Lukexii. 20. 

E 
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millions. If at any time persons have serious 
thoughts of eternity, — ^if they are constrained to 
listen to the obtrusive admonitions of consci- 
ence, — if now and then they are disturbed with 
an apprehension that all may be wrong with them, 
— tiiey lull themselves to rest by hoping to repent 
on a death-bed. How unreasonable, how presump- 
tuous is this conduct ! For, how many are cut 
down without a moment's warning, without an op- 
portunity to offer one petition for mercy ! And of 
those who, for any length of time, linger on their 
death-bed, tiiere are, it is to be feared, but very 
few awakened to a salutary view of their condition, 
while many sink into absolute despair, or die as 
they lived, in a confirmed hardness of heart, in 
brutal indifference, or in contempt and defiance of 
the Lord Almighty. Beside, when the body is 
emaciated and racked witii pain^ when the mental 
faculties are enfeebled and confused, — when dis- 
tress and anguish of body and mind come like an 
armed man, O how unfit is the sufferer to com- 
mence and pursue the great work of preparing for 
death ! My dear friends, do but lay these consi- 
derations to your hearts : and let them stir you up 
diligently to seek, now for those things which con- 
cern yoiur peace* Be persuaded to pause in your 
careless and mad career, and to ask yourselves. 
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whither am I going, what am I doiDg, what is my 
condition before that God who will judge me righte- 
ously ? 

Is it not highly presuming on the patience of 
God; nay, is it not grossly abusing that divine par 
tience, when we expect, or are, perhaps, confident 
that God will grant us ** repentance unto life" 
eternal, in the day of sickness and infirmity, after 
we have spent our best days in the serrice of sin ? 
It is, indeed, a sad delusion to imagine that we are 
forsaking sin, when sin is forsaking us; rather, 
when the opportunity and means of indulging in 
sin can no longer be had. O ! it must be a gross 
insult offered to the divine Majesty, to tender to 
Him our services, when we can no longer serve his 
enemies, our own lusts and pleasures ; — to present 
to God the refuse of our time, our talent, when 
our youth, our health, our strength have been de- 
voted to the evanescent and sinful pleasure of this 
ungodly world ! 

III. Men no feRR in their view of the na- 

TUkE, THE EVIL, AND THE CONSEQUENCE OF SIN. 

Every sin, how small or insignificant soever it 
may seem to us, is a transgression of the holy law 
of God. It is an act of rebellion committed against 
the Sovereign of the universe. It is an act of black 
ingratitude for multiplied mercies. It is a pro- 

e2 
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yoking of the wrath of God. It is heaping up fuel 
for the everlasting burnings. It is ^^ treasuring up 
wrath against the day of wrath, and revelation of 
the righteous judgments of God.''^ One act of sin 
subjects the man to eternal punishment. Adam 
had but once sinned, when he was marked out as 
the object of divine vengeance. The angels who 
sinned were not spared.^ These creatures were far 
superior to man in their nature, rank, and glory. 
Yet sin cast them down into hell, where they are 
" reserved in everlasting chains under darkness 
unto the judgment of the great day.'** " It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God." ^ If one transgression thus exposes the sin- 
ner to the righteous wrath of God, and that with- 
out respect of persons, what will be the doom of 
those whose entire lives are one continued routine 
of iniquity and folly ? 

Again, every sin, however secretly committed, 
will be brought to light in the day of judgment. 
To God, our righteous judge, all things are open: 
from him " no secrets are hid,"^ as we confess every 
sabbath day. The sins of omission as well as the 
sins of commission ; the sins of the heart as well as 
the sins of the life ; secret lusts and impure imagi- 
nations, — all will then be brought forward against 

3 Rom. ii 5. ^2 Peter ii. 4. « Jude 6. 

* Heb. X. 31. ' Communion Senice. 
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every impenitent sinner, and exhibited to an assem- 
bled world. 

The pleasures of sin for a season are purchased 
at too dear a rate. What consolation can it impart 
to the rich man, to have been clothed in purple 
robes and fine linen ; to have fared sumptuously 
every day; when he sinks in hell and is enve- 
loped in flames, when tormented and unable to 
procure a drop of cold water to cool his burning 
tongue ! What are the luxuries of life which 
" drown the soul in perdition,^' when contrasted 
with their reward, — an eternity of .hunger, thirst, 
and anguish ! Oh ! that these dreadful prospects 
were ever before our eyes when we are tempted 
to commit sin, to forget our God, and disregard 
his holy word ! " Who among us shall dwell 
with the devouring fire ; who among us shall dwell 
with everlasting burnings T"^* 

IV. Men err in their view of the divine 
Uw: that is, the moral law. 

They are not aware that the law of God " is 
spiritual ;" that it extends to the secret chambers 
0^ the heart ; that it condemns every thing that 
the sinner does, says, or thinks, because it is not 
^one, said, or thought, as the law requires. The 
law demands a perfect obedience " in all things;" 

* Is. xxxiii. 14* 
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it demandd the homage of the inner man ; and that 
too not partially but fully; not occasionally but 
constantly. Its sura is : " Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind." • The law permits no 
rival whatever in the affections. Who can say that 
he has loved God supremely and at all times ; that, 
under every circumstance of trial and provocation, 
he has loved his neighbour as himself, and never felt 
hatred or desire of revenge in his bosom ? 

Multitudes erroneously imagine that the law is 
of no force, or,.at least, that its exactions are greatly 
relaxed, since the death of Christ This is a fun- 
damental mistake. The law of God, being a tran- 
script of his own unchangeable holiness, is itself 
unchangeable. It is as imperative in its demands 
now, as it was when impressed on Adam's soul at 
his creation ; or when proclaimed amidst the thun- 
der and earthquake of mount Sinai. It is the un- 
bending, the unmodified standard to which we 
must bring our actions, words, and thoughts. It 
will be the standard by which the righteous Judge 
will at the last day critically try all actions, words, 
and affections of men. May we now impartially 
judge ourselves by this holy law, that, knowing our 
condition, we may flee to the strong hold, and be 
there sheltered from the curse of the law ! 

® Matt. xxii. 37. 
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V. Men err and deceive themselves in 

THEIR VIEW OF THEIR OWN CHARACTER, 

This is a necessary consequence of the former 
error. As long as men remain ignorant of the spi- 
rituality of the law, and do not apply this true 
touchstone to their works, desires, and motives, 
they remain ignorant of their true character. They 
may, and too frequently do, form a high estimate 
of their state. They ima^ne and assert that 
though they are not what they ought to be, yet 
they are not so bad as others, and have a good 
heart, and mean well. If they are wrong, what 
must become of thousands? This is that self- 
righteous pride^ the fruit of self-ignorance, which 
destroys many a souL If men v^ould but ^^ search 
the scriptures," they would find no other character 
given to man's heart than this : *^ The heart is de- 
ceitful above all things, and desperately wicked ; 
who can know it?'* and, therefore, ** he that trust- 
eth in bis own heart is a fooL'^' 

Some conclude that their state is good, because 
they are bom of christian parents, educated in a 
christian land, admitted to christian ordinances, 
make a creditable profession of religion, can talk 
fluently on religious subjects, can pronounce cor- 
rectly the shibboleth of a party ; but all these and 
much more may be the privileges and the practice 

* Jerem. xvii. 9. ' Prov. xxviii. 26. 
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of many to whom Christ will say, '* I never knew 
you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity."* 
Others weigh their good deeds against their bad 
ones; and according to the supposed preponde- 
rance of the one or the other, they acquit or con- 
demn themselves. Multiplied, alas ! are the in- 
stances of self-deception; and numerous are the 
professors on whom should be urged our Lord's 
admonition : " Because thou sayest, I am rich, and 
increased with goods, and have need of nothing ; 
and knowest not that thou art wretched, and mi- 
serable, and poor, and blind, and naked/' * 

VI. Men err in their apprehension op the 

CHARACTER OF GOD. 

They think Him to be altogether such an one 
as themselves.^ They venture upon sin, and pre- 
sumptuously flatter themselves that God is not so 
rigid as to notice everything they do amiss. ** The 
Lord shall not see, neither shall the God of Jacob 
regard it" He, however, searcheth their hearts, 
he discovers and records all their hidden abomina- 
tions, <;orrupt motives, and impure affections. *' He 
searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the 
imaginations of the thoughts."^ He is of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity with the least allow- 

^ Matt. vii. 23. * Rev. iii. 17. 

* Ps. 1. 21. « 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. 
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ance. His abroad eje seies all, even the mofet secret 
transactions irfmeft* Hear how the psalmist de- 
scribes vlhe'-diTOie omniscience r " If I say, sui'ely 
the darkness^ shall cover me ; even the night shall 
be lighfc about me- Yea the darkness hideth not 
from thee ; but the night shine th as the day: the 
darkness and the light are both alike to thee."? 
What d solemn call upon each one of us to look well 
to his ways, and to adopt the petition, " Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy 
holy Spirit!'^' 

Men foolishly conclude that because the Lord 
delayeth the execution of his threatenings, he will 
not pour out his fury on the ungodly. They 
daringly ask, " Where is the promise of his com- 
ing?* But he Cometh to judge the earth. He will 
pour out his fury on the nations. He will come 
" in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ*' ' . 

These few but fatal errors keep the man who is 
unhappily imder their influence, from coming to 
the Lord Ch*rist. Men build their towering hopes 
of heaven, but they build on a quicksand, — on an 
imaginary virtuous life, — a boasted righteousness 
of their own. If the holy Spirit did but apply to 

? Ps. cxxxix. 11, 19. * Collect, Communion Service. 

» 2 Thess. i. 9. 

E 3 
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their conscieQces, the divine law in its spiritual ex- 
tent, requirements, and denunciationsy their dreams 
of goodness, and sinless perfection, and innoceney, 
and a good heart, would for ever flee away. 

In applying this subject, we shall address a few 
words, 

1 . To those who may he under the influence of self- 
deception* If, my friends, if you are deceived, and de- 
ceiving yourselves, you neither will seek safety nor 
apprehend any danger : and if you are not unde- 
ceived before you die, you will be awfully convinced, 
but too late, of your fatal error. Death will draw aside 
the veil, and exhibit to your view, things in their 
true colour. Death will draw aside the mask, and 
expose your native character. Death will intro- 
duce you to the judgment-seat, and the Judge of all 
will pronounce your unchangeable doom, will fix 
your everlasting destiny. How will you then be 
astonished and confounded with your moral de- 
formity ! How will it aggravate your di^ppoint^ 
ment and misery to have persuaded yourselves that 
God would be your friend and support in the hour 
of the greatest need, and yet find him to be an 
avenging enemy; — to have hoped that the holy 
angels would conduct you to the gates of heaven, 
and yet, as soon as you close your eyea in death, to 
find your souls seized by infernal spirits and 
dragged away into the pit of hell ! "What is 



ON SELF-DECEPnON. 83 

the hope of the hypocrite, though he hath gained, 
when God taketh away his soul ? Will God hear 
his cry when trouble cometh upon him ?' , May 
the Lord the Spirit deeply impress upon your 
minds these solemn considerations, that you may 
become wise unto salvation ; and *< so iniquity shall 
not be your ruin ! " ' 

2. To those who feel the vast importance of their 
souls'" concerns^ and are anoeious to be preserved 
from error. In the character and experience of every 
true Christian, there are two principalfeatures which 
may help him in judging of his state. Renouncing 
all dependence upon himself, he rests simply and 
entirely on the Lord Jesus Christ Not to his own 
righteousness, but to that of Christ, he looks as the 
meritorious cause of his justification before God. 
He also labours and prays for a holy heart, a holy 
life, a power to vanquish every sin, and to serve the 
Lord in newness of life. Do you, my brethren, 
abandon the vain refuge of lies in which you once 
sought shelter ? Do you count all your former attain- 
ments, your boasted excellency, but as loss, that 
you *' may win Christ and be found in him ? " Is 
conformity with the holy image of God, " in righte- 
ousness and true holiness,** your daily study ? And 
while you aim at perfect conformity with his holy 
law, does the sin that still dwelleth in you, become 

, Job xxvii. 8, 9. ^ £zek. xviii. 30. 
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your burden from which you groan and long to be 
delivered ? If it be so, we may pronounce your 
case a hopeful one. Yet rest not in present at- 
tainments ; but press forward to the mark. Exa- 
mine yourselves. Adopt the prayer of the holy 
psalmist, *^ Search me, O God, and know my heart : 
try me and know my thoughts, and see if there be 
any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting." * 

* Ps. cxxxiz. 23, 24. 
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ON REPENTANCE. 



Hose A xiv. 1. 



O Israel^ return unto the Lord thy God : for thou hast 
fallen by thine iniquity." 



The history of the children of Israel affords us a 
useful lesson. In it we see the perverseness and 
ingratitude of man, and the forbearance and good- 
ness of God. Israel's sins were peculiarly aggra- 
vated by their having been committed after re- 
peated and wonderful deliverances, after signal 
chastisements and mercies. God is slow in his 
movements to finally overthrow a guilty nation, 
family, or an individual. 

At the period of Hosea's prophecy, Israel's con- 
tinued rebellion against God had nearly exhausted 
his patience toward that people. The divine pa- 
tience has an end. Their kingdom was near its 
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termination ; for the measure of their iniquity was 
nearly fulL God was about to bring upon them 
the desolating sword, to cut them off as a nation* 
When nations or individuals are repeatedly warned 
of their danger, and exhorted to turn from their 
iniquities, yet obstinately continue to rebel against 
God, it is an awful indication of impending judg- 
ments. This was exemplified in the destruction of 
the kingdom of Israel, L e. the ten tribes : for soon 
after the prophet had predicted what is contained 
in the last verse of the preceding chapter, the 
Assyrians invaded the land ; destroyed or carried 
away captive its inhabitants, and put an end to 
that rebellious and incorrigible people. 

The prophet having reproved the people for their 
iniquities, — having reminded them of God's former 
mercies, and declared that God was still ready to 
receive them on their repentance ; and having de- 
nounced the awful judgment of God against them 
if they persisted in their wickedness, — ^he con- 
eluded his message to them with an exhortation 
and encouragement to repentance: ^^O Israel, 
return unto the Lord thy God : for thou hast fallen 
by thine iniquity." 

Though these words were primarily addressed to 
Israel, we shall consider them, 

I. As CONVEYING A GRACIOUS EXHORTATION 
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to all sinners to " return unto the 
Lord :'* 

ii. as declaring the reasonableness of the 
exhortation. 

I. The text conveys a gracious exhorta- 
tion TO ALL SINNERS TO " RETURN UNTO THE 

Lord." 

The encouragement held out to sinners to return, 
unto the Lord is great, is abundant The Lord is 
full of mercy and tender compassion towards every 
penitent. He willeth not the death of a sinner. 
He looks, he longs for his return. He is like a 
kind, forgiving father, who watches with pain every 
wayward step of his perverse and foolish child. He 
allures the wanderer to return, by invitations and 
expostulations: he draws by his love; be drives 
with his chastising rod. Though the poor wan- 
derer still continiies to walk frowardly, the Lord's 
pitying eye follows him : and, unwilling to abandon 
him to deserved ruin, thus expostulates : ^^ How 
shall I give thee up, Ephraim ? how shall I deliver 
thecs Israel ? how shall I make thee as Admah ? 
how shall I set thee as Zeboim ?" * i. a. how shall I 
destroy thee as I destroyed those two wicked places, 
and set them up a3 monuments of my wrath ? 

1. We must " return unto the LordC* with con" 

' Hosea xi. 8. 
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sideration. *^ Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Con- 
sider your ways."* We should seriously consider 
how ungratefully we are acting towards our Crea- 
tor, Benefactor, and Redeemer, by neglecting his 
salvation, by abusing his manifold mercies, and by 
despising his authority. Hath he given us life, 
does he daily sustain that life, hath he endued us 
with mental capacities, and hath he provided means 
for the enlargement of those capacities, that we 
may devote them all to dishonour his holy name ? 
Surely not. Has a rich and free salvation been 
wrought out for us, that we may go on securely in 
sin ? O no. Let us consider what will be the end of 
continuing, year after year, in a course of sin, of 
ingratitude, of rebellion. What an accumulated 
weight of guilt will rest upon our souls, and press 
them down in the bottomless pit, if we continue to 
despise the long-suffering and patience of God ! 
Dear brethren, lay these matters to heart, and iday 
God the Holy Spirit fix them indelibly in your 
minds ! 

2. We should " return unto the Lord^ *' with 
weeping and with supplications,^' A proper re- 
view and a due consideration of our past follies and 
perverse wanderings on the one hand, and of God's 
mercies and patience towards us on the other hand, 
will produce sorrow of heart, will cause tears of 

' Haggai i. 5. 
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compunction to flow, and will move us to smite on 
our breasts, and to cry with the repentant publi- 
can, ^^ God be merciful to me a sinner." Let us 
look on him whom we, with our sins, have pierced 
on the cross, and we shall mourn. Being also 
made acquainted with our danger, we shall cry to 
the Lord for deliverance. "O Lord, I beseech 
thee, deliver ray soul,"* will be the language of 
our hearts as well as of our lips. Our supplication 
will be, " Take away all iniquity, and receive us 
graciously."* 

3. We must '* return unto the LortT* with Aw- 
miliiy. If ever we are duly convinced of our actual 
guilt and of our natural depravity, if ever we ap- 
prehend the holiness of God, we .shall feelingly 
adopt the words of humbled Job : ^^ fiehold ! I am 
vile ; what shall I answer thee ? 1 will lay my hand 
upon my mouth."* *^I have heard of thee by 
the hearing of the ear : but now mine eye seeth 
thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in 
dusfand ashes."' Our lofty imaginations and high 
opinion of ourselves must be brought low. Every 
high thing within us that exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of God and a grateful reception of 
his salvation, must be cast down; and every 
thought must be subjected to the obedience of 

3 Ps. cxvi. 4. ^ Hos. xiv. 2. . * Job xl. 4. 

^ Job xlii. 5, 6. 



90 ON REPENTANCE. 

Christ J To such as humble themselves in the sight 
of God, rich promises are made : *^ If my people 
which are called by my name, shall humble them- 
selves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn firom 
their evil ways ; then will I hear from heaven, 
and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land."* 

4. We must " return unto the Lard!* through the 
Mediator. We cannot expect to find mercy, un- 
less we seek mercy through Christ It is in Christ 
Jesus, as the Mediator, that the just and offended 
God and guilty man can meet on friendly terms. 
In all our approaches to the mercy-seat, we must 
eye and regard the merits and intercession of 
Jegfus, as the procuring cause of the blessings 
which we need. Of his righteousness, not our own, 
we must make mention. It is not the worthiness 
of our prayer, it is not the sorrow which we feel^ it 
is not the tears that we weep, nor the partial re- 
formation which we can effisct, that will commend 
us to the favour of God. These, indeed, are some 
of the fruits meet for repentance; but not the me- 
ritorious cause of our acceptance with God. 

3. We must " retttrn unto the LordP^ without 
delay. This may be urged from the shortness and 
uncertainty of life ; and from the greatness of the 
work which we have to do. Uncertain as we are 
how soon we we may be called hence, it surely be- 

^ 2 Cor. X. 5. ^2 Chron. vii. 14. 
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comes us, as accountable creatures, to prepare for 
the certain and solemn change. ^' In the midst of 
life we are in death." Much of our short time 
may have been already consumed in forgetfulness 
of God. We know not how little remains. Death 
overtakes his victims at all ages, under any circum- 
stances, and in various ways. He cuts them down ; 
and as the tree falls, so will it lie. 

Short and uncertain as our time here is, we 
have a work of vast importance before us. On the 
performance or neglect of this great work depends 
our everlasting happiness or misery. If death 
overtake us before we are reconciled to God, di- 
vine justice will exact from us the last farthing. 
Bat a glorious prize is before us. It is a crown, 
a kingdom, — a glorious crown, and an everlasting 
kingdom. To obtain this prize, we must run, 
wrestle, fight, persevere, and overcome all impedi- 
ments. No fighting, no victory: no victory, no 
crown. The place from which we are called to 
flee, is the wretched abode of devils and damned 
spirits, reserved for the eternal wrath of Almighty 
Grod. And is this work so insignificant, as to be 
heedlessly neglected, or feebly attempted ? In ob- 
taining the objects of your daily pursuits, are 
you indifierent whether you succieed or not? 
Shall the perishing trifles of time command every 

» Burial Service. 
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energy of your mind and body ; and shall the un- 
fading treasures of eternity be deemed unworthy 
of an effort, or even a desire to obtain them? 
Alas ! how lamentably infatuated and blinded by 
"the god of this world," are men who have an 
eternal duration before them ! " O Israel, re- 
turn unto the Lord." 

We proposed to consider the text, 

II. As DECLARING THE REASONABLENESS OF THE 

EXHORTATION : " For thou hast fallen by thine ini- 
quity." 

The text is applicable to the case of backsliders 
who have fallen from their stedfastness ; who have 
forsaken "their own mercies," and "observe ly- 
ing vanities." Thus Israel had backslided : Eph- 
raim had gone after idols. They were exhorted to 
return. But all mankind have fallen from God. 
Adam fell ; and in him fell all his posterity : " By 
one man^s disobedience many were made sinners."* 
" In Adam all die:" We may, therefore, address 
the words of the text to every unconverted man 
and woman: " Thou art fallen by thine iniquity;" 
fallen by nature, fallen by thy practice! "Thou 
art fallen" from the favour of God, and under his 
displeasure ; fallen under the dominion of sin, and 
the curse of the law ; fallen into the snares and 

* Rom. V. 19. 
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power of the devil ; and if not recovered by divine 
grace, thou wilt at last fall into the bottomless 
pit 

1. Man is fallen from the favour of God^ and 
under the displeasure of God, Though the un- 
godly, in common with the godly, receive daily 
mercies, it is no proof of God's special favour to 
the wicked. The bountiful God " maketh his sun 
to shine on the evil and on the good, and sendeth 
rain on the just and on the unjust.''^ Sometimes 
the wicked is "seen in great power, and spreading 
himself like a green bay tree.*'® His goods in- 
crease and his storehouses are filled. Yet the 
wrath of God abideth on him, " The curse of the 
Lord is in the house of the wicked."* Though he 
prosper for a season, he passes away, and lo ! he is 
not. " Being by nature born in sin, we are chil- 
dren of wrath."* "Without Christ, being aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel, — ^having no 
hope, and without God in the world,"® is the fallen 
condition of all men in their unrenewed state. 
Though the Lord, in the exercise of his patience, 
spares "even the vessels of wrath," yet, if men 
" turn not, he will whet his sword" against them : 
" he hath bent his bow and made it ready." ^ What 
are the afflictions under which men groan, sickness, 

» Matt. v. 45. ' Ps. xxxvii. 35. * Prov. iii. 33. 

* Catechism. « Ephes. ii. 12. ^ Ps. vii. 12. 
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pain, hunger, thirst, cold and nakedness, famine 
and pestilence, poverty and death, but the fruits of 
sin, the tokens of the Lord's displeasure! What 
can cause an infinitely just, good, and wise Being 
to afSict the children of men ? Nothing, surely, but 
their own perversene^s and rebellion, — ^their fallen 
condition. 

2. Man is fallen imder the dominion of 
sin^ and the curse of the law. St. Paul, when 
addressing the Christians at Rome, reminded 
them of their former bondage : ** When ye were 
the servants of sin, ye were free from righte- 
ousness." ^ St. Paul describes himself as having 
been ^' carnal, sold under sin ;" ^ and as unable 
to perform the good that he would: and in de- 
scribing himself, he describes the painful expe- 
rience through which every child of God passes. 
If it be thus in the regenerate, how is it in those 
who bridle not their lusts, who impose no restraints 
on their passions ? We see men borne away by 
their headstrong lusts into all manner of excesses. 
The gratification of their passions is their chief 
delight Like a dead fish borne down with the 
stream, they are willingly and wilfully hurried into 
divers lusts and pleasures. The drunkard quafis 
down greedily the poisonous draughts. The adul- 
terer waiteth with feverish anxiety for the twilight 

■ Roin.Ti.20. • Rom vii. 14—19. 
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to conceal his deeds of darkness. The sabbath- 
breaker delights in profaning that holy day. The 
voluptuary makes his belly his god, and himself the 
slave to voluptuousness. The lover of pleasure 
and the votary of fashion, is a creature at the sport 
of every childish change. And being under the 
dominion of sin, men are also under the curse of 
the broken law. For, against every transgres- 
sion of the law, are denounced ^^ tribulation, an- 
guish, and wrath.^' An awful, heart-rending 
state ! 

db Man is fallen into the snares and power of the 
devil. This sad truth may be confirmed by several 
passages of scripture. It is evident from St Paul's 
statement of the object of his mission to the Gen- 
tile world: " To open their eyes, and to turn them 
from darkness to light, and from the Poweu op 
Satan unto God." ^ It was this malignant spirit, 
himself fallen from heaven into hell, that spread 
the snare for our first parents, and succeeded in 
taking them captive. Filled with hatred and in«- 
vincible enmity to God, and fired with jealousy of 
man's happiness, he, *^ as a roaring lion, walketh 
about, seeking whom be may devour."' He is 
^ the Bpuit that now worketh in the children of 
disobedience/'^ 

* Acts xxvi. 18. * I Pet. v. 8. 

3 Eph. ii. 2. 
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Lastly. Man^ if not recovered by divine grace^ 
will at last fall into the bottomless pit 'The 
psalmist declares that ^^ the wicked 6hall be tiirned 
into hell, and all the nations that forget Gfod." * 
This will be the final and righteous doom of 
all impenitent sinners. And as the children of 
God grow riper for final glory, so the children of 
the wicked one grow riper for everlasting destruc- 
tion. What an awful consideration ! It may well 
alarm the careless sinner, and the formal professor. 
There are but two final destinations for the race of 
Adam : and there are but two states here ; a state 
of grace which is glory begun : and a state of sin 
which will come to a horrid maturity in hell. 

In applying the subject to you who are still in 
your fallen state, and are wandering from God, 
we might submit to your consideration, several 
things as inducements to " return unto the Lord :" 
but a few shall suffice. 

1. Yield to the solemn and affecting truth that 
you have fallen by your iniquity: and let this truth 
stir you up to inquire with solicitude, " What 
must I do to be saved P*^ — tO be saved from my pre- 
sent bondage to sin, from the dominion of Satan, 
and from the wrath to come ? Nor let your mind 
rest until the inquiry be satisfactorily answered ; 
and your soul be enabled to repose on the an- 

* Psix. 17. 
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8wer : <* Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved/' 

2. Listen to God's gracious invitation to you to 
return, and believe his willingness to receive you. 
Forsake your wandering paths; and return unto 
the Lord your God. He will rejoice over you, as 
a fiither rejoiceth over his beloved son that once 
was lost, but now is found Your return unto the 
Lord will cause the holy angels to rejoice ; ^^ for there 
is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth."^ And will you not afford 
those holy and heavenly beings, the joy of witness- 
ing some one of you yielding to the gracious exhor- 
tation of the text ? Will not the heart of some 
poor wanderer, this day, begin to relent, and melt 
into kindly feelings of salutary compunction ? We 
hope there wilL 

** Stop^ poor sinner, stop and think, 
* Before you further go ! 
Will you sport upon the brink 
Of everlasting woe ?" 

3. Contemplate what has been done to accom^ 
plish the great work of your redemption. The 
Lord of glory descended, and sojourned on this 
earth. He willingly subjected himself to hunger 
and pain of body, to the scorns and insults of men, 

^ Luke XV. 10. 
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and freely submitted to the most cruel and igno- 
minious death, that he might liberate you from the 
tyranny of Satan, and from everlasting death ; and 
that he might open for you the way to heaven, 
which sin hdd closed : for when he suffered death 
upon the cross, he opened the kingdom of heaven 
to all believers. 

4. Consider the awfiil doom of the finally impe- 
nitent transgressor. " He that being often re- 
proved, hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be de- 
stroyed, and that without remedy."^ If the rod of 
God's correction fail to drive you to seek refuge 
from the wrath to come, it will be turned into a 
rod of iron to punish you through all eternity. If 
God's long-suffering and tender mercies fail to 
allure you to the path of duty, his fierce anger 
will be poured in torrents on your guilty heads, 
and will roll in burning waves and billows over you 
for ever. O I " seek ye the Lord while he may be 
found, call ye upon him while he is near : let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts ; and let him return unto the Lord, 
and he will have mercy upon him, and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon." ^ 

But we may be addressing some whose heart 
may respond, " I would return unto the Lord, if I 
knew that he would receive me. I have so fre- 

« Prov. xxix. 1. '' Isaiah Iv. 7. 
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quently and so grievously sinned against him. I 
have multiplied my transgressions, I have back- 
sliden from his ways ; and now my way is hid from 
the Lord. I am east out of his presence, and I 
dwell in darkness as those that have been long 
dead !" Is this your case ? It is a lamentable but 
not a desperate case. Though " your iniquities 
have separated between you and your God, and 
your sins have hid his face from you that he will 
not hear,"8 his "hand is not shortened that it can- 
not save, neither his ear heavy that it cannot hear." 
When Jonah's perverseness brought him under the 
heavy chastisement of God, when engulphed in the 
vast deep, when the earth and her bars were about 
him for ever,9 — a situation from which deliverance 
seemed to be impossible, — he could say ; " I am 
cast out of thy sight ; yet I will look again toward 
thy holy temple." The Lord heard and delivered 
him. He will deliver you, if you patiently and 
humbly wait for him.' Wait in the spirit and with 
the language of the church, as expressed by the 
prophet : " I will bear the indignation of the Lord, 
because I have sinned against him." ^ Come unto 
him with all your sins, numerous and aggravated 
as they may be, his blood will wash them all away : 
come with all your " corrupt affections,'^ strong and 

« Is. lix. 1, 2. » Jonah ii. 4—6. * Ps. xl. 1-^. 

^ Micah vii. 9. 

F 2 
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active as they are, and his grace will subdue them : 
come with all your backslidings, and he will heal 
your backsliding, and will love you freely.^ He 
will turn your darkness into light, your sorrow into 
joy, your mourning into rejoicing. 

' Hosea xiv* 4. 
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SERMON VIII. 



ON REPENTANCE. 



Luke xv. 10. 

'^ There is joy in the presence of the angels of God, over 

one sinner that repenteth. 



>* 



In the scriptures, many gracious promises, many 
tender expostulations, and many persuasive argu- 
ments, are sweetly blended and addressed to the 
fallen sons of Adam. Their design is to win back 
to God and to blessedness, those who wander and 
perish in the far distant region of sin and estrange- 
ment from God. May our ears be unstopped to 
hear, and our hearts be softened to receive, the gra- 
cious messages of his holy word ! 

In the chapter from which my text is taken, the 
Lord Jesus delivered not less than three parables, 
of which the scope is to exhibit the tender pity of 
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the divine Being, and bis readiness to receive into 
bis favour every returning prodigal 

Tbe text will lead us, * 

I. To DESCRIBE THE " SINNER THAT RE- 
PENTETH :'* 

11. to notice the feelings with which his 
repentance is regarded by " the angels of 
God." 

I. We are to describe the " sinner that re- 

PENTETH." 

Tbe word translated " repentance^ signifies a 
cbange of mind ; " tbat is, not only a sorrow for the 
sin past, but a purpose of amendment"* And bow 
great, how important is tbe cbange tbat takes place 
in tbe mind of the sinner tbat repenteth ! His 
views and bis feelings are quite changed. His 
lofty opinion of himself is brought low. There was 
^ time when he regarded himself as a good and 
righteous man, and prided himself on bis good- 
ness. Now be looks upon himself with deep humi- 
lity and self-abasement. Once be thought tbat 
his sins were few and small, and tbat, at any rate, 
he was no worse than others : now be sees tbat bis 
sins are many and great ; yea more than be can 

» Leigh's Critica Sacra. 
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number. Had he been formerly told that he was 
a transgressor of God's law, his pride would soon 
have been roused, and his feelings deeply wound- 
ed; but now he meekly and feelingly confesses, 
in the spirit and language of the repenting pro- 
digal, " I have sinned against heaven." In the 
days of his ignorance and worldliness, he thought 
but lightly of sin, — a small and allowable evil, — 
yea, many sins as harmless and innocent ; but now 
he contemplates sin, every sin, as a great evil. He 
beholds the malignity of sin, regards it as a rebel- 
lious opposition to the will of God ; as aiming at 
the subversion of the divine government ; as the 
fertile cause of all the misery under which the cre- 
ation groans, and of all the inconceivable torments 
that are endured in hell. If, during his impenitent 
career, he felt any sorrow for sin, that sorrow was 
merely on account of the misery of sin, or the con- 
sequences of his folly, — the loss of health, or repu- 
tation, or property, or it may be on account of ap- 
prehended punishment hereafter; but now he sor- 
rows for sin as sin ; he sorrows because his own 
transgressions are mad rebellion against so good, so 
holy, so merciful a God. His is a " godly sor- 
row :"* not "the sorrow of the world" that " work- 
eth death." He now feels what an evil and bitter 

2 2 Cor. vii. 10. 
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thing it« to depart from the living GkML 'He did^ 

covers that the ^^ broken cisterns," ' which be had* 
hewn for himself contain no sweet, salutary wMefs ; 
but are empty. *^ Vanity of vanities^*^ he ii6w sef^i^' 
is tnsoribed on every earthly good. '^^ '-" 

Again^ in the incarnation, humiliation, suffBrb»|[8,>^ 
and death, of God'^s eternal Son, be bebotds th^ ' 
stem severity of divine justice as awfully ma^fesMtf * 
against sin. He ascribes to his own sin^ a^!ffi'i 
share of those sufferings of Jesus. This pri^l^- 
htm to the heart ; this melts his soul afredi* TMfif * 
strengthens his hatred of sin as that accursed thmg ^ 
which murdered the Lord of glory. My ehristiato ' 
friends, we speak of sin, we hear of sin, and 'this so- 
frequently, as to familiarize the word to us. I fear ' 
we do not seriously reflect on the import of^ itie 
term. Ah ! if, indeed, we considered what is meioit'' 
by Haia word << sin/' if we rightly contemplated tiie 
character and consequences of the evil, expressed 
by the term " sin,*" the very repetition of the term ' 
would excite in us feelings of horror, loathing, and' 
shame: and we should flee from it aa from th^ 
face of the most venomous serpent God grtat UB ' 
in this life such a view of sin as tnay lead us to a 
wholesome penitence, that we may not feel its dire- 
ful effects in the world to come : for repentatitie 
unto salvation must be a work here; or remorse 

' Jerem. ii. 13. 
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anc^rrow must be our portion hereafter^ and that 
for eveypi 

Aa-a change of mind with respect to sin, and bis 
own sin in particular, takes place in every ^* sinner 
that repenteth f so this internal change produces 
a cbaQg^; of life, a correspondent reformation of 
the outward man. Repentance implies a turning 
fecMHL ain unto holiness; a practical as well as a 
pnrfeasedirenunciation of the world, the flesh, and 
the deyiL The sincere penitent asks himself, in 
the language of repentant Ephraim, <^ YIHiat have 
I to-de any more with idols ?'^ These idols, in 
vaxioua lorms^ had indeed usurped the throne in 
his hearty had fiilly estranged the heart from its 
Gods ihut now his confesssion and resolution are, 
<* O Lord our God, other lords beside thee have 
had dominion over us : but by thee only will we 
make mention of thy name."^ He breaks asunder 
the chains of spiritual Egypt, and departs towards 
the .heavenly Canaan; and, though before him 
lies a great and intricate wilderness, he^ in the 
name and strength of his God, resolves to pursue 
bis vay towards the promised inheritance. He 
chooses as his rule, — ^the rule of the inner and 
outward man, — ^the commands of his God. And 
while he resolves, '' I will keep thy statutes," he, 

* Ho8. xiv. 8. * Is. xxvi. 13. 

F 5 
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knowing something of the plague and deceitfiilness 
of his hearty appropriates to himself the seasonable 
prayer, " Make me to go in the path of thy com- 
mandments ; for therein do I delight." 7 The sins, 
whether in the shape of pleasure or gain, which 
before were as dear to him as his right eye, must 
and shall be henceforth, forsaken and abhorred; 
and the narrow path, though a self-denying path, 
of holiness must now be pursued. Knowing that 
^< a companion of fools shall be destroyed," he for- 
sakes the society of his former ungodly companions, 
and casts in his lot with the people of God : and 
his delight is now in the saints and the excellent 
that are in the earth. ^ His experience teacheth 
him, that there can be no cordial communion 9 be- 
tween light and darkness ; no concord between 
Christ and Belial ; no harmony between the friend- 
ship of the world and the favour of God. In the 
days of his ignorance, he thought, if indeed he 
thought at all, that his repentance, his sorrow, his 
tears, would make amends for his infirmities, and 
appease the wrath of Heaven ; now he sees the 
folly of entertaining so delusive an expectation. 
He is now convinced that the blood of Jesus alone 
can wash away his sins. 

This is a brief outline of that " repentance unto 

7 Ps. cxix. 35. • Ps. xvi. 3. 

* 2 Cor. vi. 14. 
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life,^ of which we all stand in need. Its commence- 
ment is a blessed era in the history of a penitent's 
life : for it is the commencement of life eternal It 
is the turning point from which a man's course 
heavenward is directed. It is the dawn of eternal 
day. This repentance has a beginning, it also has 
a progress : it is not the work of a day or of a 
year ; it is the work of a child of God until his 
tabernacle be taken down. He presses on toward 
the mark. 

Permit me here to inquire what do you, my 
dear friends, know of this repentance ? You think, 
perhaps, that sin is a bad thing, but not so bad as 
to incur the everlasting wrath of God. You con- 
fess, in general terms, " we are sinners." But what 
do you know, and know by a painful experience, of 
the sin that dwelleth in you ? What do you know 
of that eternal rule of righteousness,-— the holy law 
of God, by which sin is or can be known ? " For, 
by the law is the knowledge of sin.^^ Nor can you 
have that knowledge of sin, and conviction of your 
own sin, which will humble you before God, and 
lead you to rest solely on Christ for salvation, with- 
out knowledge of the law. " I had not known 
sin, but by the law : for I had not known lust, ex- 
cept the law had said, thou shalt not covet."' It 
was the knowledge of the law of God in its spiri- 

* Rom. iii. 20. * Rom. vii. 7. 
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tual extent and uncompromising requirements, that 
brought down the lofty conceptions of his own 
imagined excellency, which this great apostle had 
once entertained ; and that scattered his pride and 
his boasting. *^ I was alive without the law once ; 
but when the commandment came, sin revived, and 
I died."^ And if ever, my brethren, you are bum- 
bled in the sight of God, if ever you are &tri|>t of 
your own boasted righteousness, if ever you see 
that sin is *^ exceeding sinful," and if ever you .are 
brought in simplicity of the faith to the foot of the 
cross, it must be by an application to your in- 
ward man, of the holy law of God. 

Such being the views and the conduct of the 
^' sinner that repenteth," let us proceed, 

11. To NOTICE THE FEELINGS WITH WHICH HIS 
REPENTANCE IS REGARDED BY *' THE ANGELS OF 

God.'' "There is joy.'' 

Do the holy angels view the sinner's repent- 
ance with indifference? No. Such an event 
in the history of man, is regarded on earth as 
of little or no moment, except as an indica- 
tion in the world's judgment, of weakness or 
madness in the subject of the change, that is, the 
penitent In truth, the sorrowful sighing of " a 
broken and a contrite heart," is thought by the 

• Rom. vii. 9. 
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world, 1])«* tmgodly and the self-righteous Pharisee, 
a9« tign bf mental weakness and folly ; and fit only 
to be laughed at with scorn and pity. But know, 
O valnivoilid, that this godly sorrow shall be turn- 
ed inte joyy^hile the mad mirth of the world shall 
end hi' sorrow, and weeping, and gnashing of teeth ! 
Inbeaven, such an event as the turning of one 
simoieT' from the error of his way, is an occurrence 
of deep and lasting interest The repentance of 
even* onh sinner on earth, spreads joy through the 
▼iaoioud' orders of the heavenly host ; from the 
lo^^<&flt ^ngel to the brightest seraph that stands 
before the throne of God. Though that one peni- 
tent sinner be never so obscure, poor, or despised 
in this world^s estimation; yea, though he be 
clothed in rags, and beg his bread from door to 
door, — ^though he may have no place to lay his 
weary^ Kmbs, and to be sheltered from the cold and 
wet, — the repentance of this sinner creates joy in 
heaven. 

But why, it may be asked, why do these holy 
and heavenly beings, rejoice over the *^ sinner that 
repenteth ?' We may be sure that they do not re- 
joice without a sufficient cause. And is there not a 
cause sufficient to excite their holy joy? Yes. 
For when they behold a sinner beginning to turn 
from the error of his ways, they see a fellow im- 
mortal begin to live. While he continued impe- 
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nitent be was dead, — ^^ dead in trespasses and 
sins," — dead to every real and eternal good, — dead 
to God, — dead to the service of God,— dead to 
Christ and the things of Christ. But, repenting, 
he begins to live, — to live unto God, to live a spiri- 
tual life, — to live for eternity, and this only de- 
serves really the name of life. Thus, in the para- 
ble of the prodigal son, the father regarded his son's 
return home, as life from the dead : " For this my 
son was dead, and is alive again ; he was lost, and 
is found."* This, then, is one reason why the 
holy angels rejoice " over one sinner that repent- 
eth;^ his repentance is the commencement of 
his spiritual and eternal life. They rejoice also 
because the wandering sinner, in repentance, for- 
sakes the path of destruction. The way of sin 
leads to the destruction of both body and soul in 
hell ; not, indeed, annihilation of body and soul, 
but a state of torment infinitely more dreadful, than 
a remanding of the soul and body to nothing, could 
be. Alas ! many travel down that road ; it is 
wide, it is easy, it is natural and pleasant to the 
carnal heart. Now, true penitence is a forsaking of 
the way of sin, and, by consequence, a forsaking of 
the way of death ; and well may the benevolent 
and holy angels of God joy on beholding an im- 
mortal soul " flee from the wrath to come." These 

* Luke fv. 24. 
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heavenly spirits rejoice over the " sinner that re- 
penteth,'^ because he enters on the narrow path, 
the path of faith and holiness, that leadeth to hea- 
ven. In true repentance the man^s back becomes 
turned on the world, and his face is turned 
Zion-ward. He is the man fleeing from the city of 
destruction, to the city of the living God. The 
holy angels well know that if the penitent will per- 
severe in his course, he will arrive in that blessed 
world of joy, and be for ever their companion. 
They well know what the happiness of heaven is ; 
for there is fulness of joy, and there are pleasures 
for evermore. They rejoice in the conversion of a 
sinner, because, in every true conversion, Jesus sees 
" of the travail of his soul,"* — the fruit of his pangs, 
his death — and is satisfied* The holy angels know 
with what unspeakable affection Jesus loves the 
children of men ; and the deep sorrows and agonies 
through which he passed for their salvation. They 
know how dear one precious soul is to their bless- 
ed Lord, and with what welcome and joy Jesus 
will receive into his fold, the sheep that was lost. 
Such are few of the reasons, we conceive, why the 
holy angels rejoice " over one sinner that re- 
penteth.^ 

We would now address a word of general ex- 
hortation to all who have not repented of their 
sins. 

^ Isa. liii. 11. 
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Not one of you, we trust, is so blinded or so 
hardened, as to say that you are sinless ; and, there- 
fore, need no repentance. We rather hope that 
you are willing to confess that you have sinned 
against God. You do with your lips confess every 
time that you appear in God's house, that you have 
done what you ought not to have done, and that you.' 
have neglected to do those things which you ought 
to have done.^ These words are no unmeaning 
sound. They truly express the views of his own con- 
duct, of the ^^ sinner that repenteth.^ They de- 
scribe your own conduct : your sins of commissioa 
and of omission. Is it not reasonable, then, that you 
should repent of your sins ? If a child, by his per- 
verse, disobedient conduct, were to grieve his pa- 
rent, when that parent had always been tender and 
affectionate to the child, you would say. that the 
child ought to be sorry for his conduct, and never 
act so wickedly again ; — that the child ought to re- 
pent of ingratitude and disobedience. But what 
tenderness, what goodness of the best earthly pa- 
rent can be compared with the lovingkindness of 
God our heavenly Father? Is it not, therefore, 
aa reasonable that we should repent of our ingra- 
titude and disobedience to Him, as it is that the 
child should repent in the case supposed? We 
all have, by our waywardness and disobedience, of- 
fended and grieved God, not once or twice, but 

^ General confession. 
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nmnberteBlr times. And is such a return to him for 
his gckxiness to us, reasonable or innocent? Surely 
not 

Again, what pierced the hands, and feet, and sides, 
of our best and dearest friend— the Lord Christ? 
What agonized his holy soul in the garden, and 
racked his tender frame on the cross ? It was sin. 
It was our iniquity. Yes, for us, " was he numbered 
with liie transgressors ;'*T for "he bare the sin of 
many.'^ If any thing can touch our hearts, it is 
surely the sight of Jesus bleeding and dying on 
the erods. Fix the eye of your faith on Calvary, 
and see the Son of God expire there in the tortures 
of the most cruel death, and under the weight of 
<iivine wrath due to his people, due to us. Does 
he not from that cross address you, O ye heedless 
and careless ones, in the language of his afflicted 
spouse, the church ; " Is it nothing to you, all ye 
that pass by? behold, and see if there be any 
sorrow like unto mv sorrow, which is done unto 
ine, wherewith the Lord afflicted me in the day of 
hfc fierce anger-^'f There, in the agony and death 
of God's beloved Son, see the nature, the vileness, 
^e consequence of sin ; and tremble lest through 
your impenitency and hardness of heart, the conse- 
quence of your own sins should fall on yourselves 
at tbe last 

Is. liii. 12. • Lament, i. 12. 
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To the young we would aay^ Repent You, my 
young friends, may think the work of repentance 
to be at present unseasonable. You think it im- 
probable that you should die in the days of your 
youth and strength. Ah ! this is the fatal mistake 
of thousands. Youth and strength form no secu- 
rity against death. You have seen other, as young 
and as healthy as yourselves, cut down and num- 
bered with the dead. What has happened to others 
may happen to you : and the time to which you 
presumptuously defer your repentance may never, 
never come to you. You cannot, therefore, repent 
too soon. You cannot forsake the path of sin and 
misery too soon. Should the cold hand of death 
arrest you before you repent of your sins, what 
hope, what well-grounded hope, can you have of 
entering the kingdom of heaven ? Dear youths, is 
the salutary work of repentance to be dreaded and 
deferred as an evil? O! no. Rather choose the 
way of true religion, and you will certainly find 
that ^^her ways are w^s of pleasantness, and all 
her paths are peace." 9 Remember, "there is joy 
in the presence of the angels of God, over one sin- 
ner that repenteth." Shall there be no joy in 
heaven over any one of you? 

If repentance be necessary for the young, it can- 
not be less necessary for the middle aged. They 

• Prov. iii. 17. 
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have spent a longer time in forgetfulness of God, 
in despising his grace, and in transgressing bis holy 
laws : and their time here is shorter, according to 
the ordinary course of nature. Perhaps some of 
you, wbo have reached this stage of your short life, 
are so occupied with the cares, the business and 
amusements of this world, that you never think 
seriously of turning unto God. But it is a solemn 
truth, a grave consideration, that death is rapidly 
drawing nigh to you, while you are making no pre- 
paration for it Repentance is the commencement 
of this preparation. It is high time for you to 
pause, to review your past years, to " consider your 
ways." Be no longer deceived by the great and 
subtle enemy of your souls. It is time for you to 
break through the fatal snare in which he has so 
long entangled you. Say no longer, " I will re- 
pent next year, or to-morrow ;" for to-morrow you 
may never see. Begin the work without delay. 
Begin to read your Bibles, and to pray in earnest 
for God's grace to renew your hearts and to grant 
you « repentance unto life."' " Behold, now is the 
accepted time ; behold, now is the day of salva- 
tion."! 

7^0 the agedj repentance is still more necessary) 
*nd that without delay. It is truly a melancholy, 
heart-rending sight to behold an aged man, with 

» 2 Cor. vi. 2. 
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hoary head and trembling limbs, standing on the 
edge of the grave, just dropping into etemfty,— 
yet unprepared to meet his God. ^* A hoary head 
is a crown of glory, if it be found in the way of 
righteousness/" But a hoary head in the way of sin, 
is crowned with ** shame and everlasting contempt*'' 

" Behold ! the aged sinner goea, 
Laden with guilt and heavy woes^ 
Down to the mansions of the dead^ 
With endless curses on his head." 

If there be now before me any such aged man or 
woman, we would say, *^ Repent and be converted, 
that your sins may be blotted out'" You have no 
time to lose : for there is but a step between you 
and the grave; — between you and eternity. With 
grief and sorrow, review the many years which you 
have devoted to the service of Satan, the works of 
the flesh, and the ways of an evil world. It is 
surely high time that you should repent ; that you 
should prepare to meet your Judge. Be impressed 
with this truth : 

" There is no repentance in the grave ; 
Nor pardon offered to the dead." 

Be prevailed upon to humble yourselves before 
God; to redeem the short time that remains; to 
call upon God for his pardoning mercy and quick- 

» Prov. xvi. 31. • Acts iii. 19. 
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ening grace that you may be prepared for the 
kingdom of heayen. O ! let the time past suffice 
you to have walked in folly's ways, to have served 
divers lusts and pleasures, to have lived '^ without 
God in the world." It is with you " the eleventh 
hour;'* and even now seek, we beseech you, to 
enter the fold of Christ, so shall you find peac;e, 
safety, and joy. 



SERMON IX. 

CHRIST CRUCIFIED FOR THE HEALING OF 

SINNERS. 

John lii. 14^ 15. 

" And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of Man be lifted up ; that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish^ but have ever- 
lasting life." 

The text forms a part of our Lord's conference 
with Nicodemus. This Jewish ruler had been 
conyinced of and confessed the divine mission of 
Jesus : " We know that thou art a teacher come 
from Grod." Some few of the Jews believed; 
though the great mass of that people rejected 
Jesus as their Messiah. In the worst times and 
among the most degenerate people, a few will be 
found who believe in and follow Christ, if Christ 
be faithfully exhibited in the ministry of the word. 
The Lord Jesus, having declared to Nicodemus the 
nature and necessity of the new birth, proceeds to 
testify the great design of his coming into this 
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world; — to save sinners, and to bestow upon all 
who believe everlasting life. He illustrates both 
the design and blessed effects of bis advent, by 
referring to an event recorded* in the Old Testa- 
ment with which Nicodemus was fully conversant : 
that event was but the shadow, Christ is the sub- 
stance. 

We shall notice the resemblance, 

I. Between Christ crucified and the brazen 

SERPENT LIFl'ED UP IN THE WILDERNESS; 

II. Between the effects to be producied by 

each; — CHRIST AND THE BRAZEN SERPENT. 

III. Between what was required of perish- 
ing Israel, and what is required of perishing 
sinners. 

» 
I. We purpose to notice the resemblance be- 
tween Christ cRuaFiED and the brazen ser- 
pent LIFTED UP IN THE WILDERNESS. 

The children of Israel, we must first observe, on 
their way through the wilderness, frequently rebel- 
led against God. The journey to the promised 
land seemed rugged, tedious, and difficult. Though 
the people had suffered grievous oppression in 
Egypt, they appeared but ill prepared to meet and 
endure the self-denial and discouragements through 

^ Numb. xxi. 4. 
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which they had to pass. Hence, in their hearts 
they returned to Egypt.: choosing rather the cruel 
bondage of that land, and an ignominious subjec- 
tion to its gentile lords, than submission to die 
Divine will with the possession of Canaan. « The 
soul of the people was much discouraged because 
of the way/" How frequently do we obsferve 
some of our fellow sinners, professedly set out from 
their miserable slavery to sin, and bid fair to possess 
the heavenly Canaan ;— yet, ere long, some ima- 
gined discouragement is met, some self-denial is 
required, some besetting and darling sin is to be 
mortified, some iniquitous gain is to be sacrificed, 
some worldly pleasure or gay companion is to be 
renounced, which the professor did not anticipate : 
then his heart returns to his former state and con- 
duct; and, if divine grace interpose not, he returns 
to wallow and revel in the mire of his old sins, 
and his last state becomes worse than his first. 
Our. hearts are soon ^^ turned aside like a deceitful 
bow," and therefore require to be kept ^ with all 
diligence." 

Distrust in God and murmurs against his pro- 
ceedings, are highly offensive to him, and they 
provoke him to anger. The people of Israel found 
it to be so on several occasions. For their rebelli- 
ous conduct, recorded in the twenty-first chapter of 

' Numb. xxi. 4. 
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Nupbens ti)ey were severely but justly chastised. 
^^ The 'Lord seat fiery serpents among the people, 
and much people of Israel died."^ Here» as in 
ifinumeffible other instances^ we see the bitter fruit 
of sin. -The sin of man has turned this world, 
once &ir imd *^ very good," into a *^ waste howl- 
iag wilderness.'^ It has cast a melancholy, deathly 
gloom over the face of creation. It has introduced 
into this world discord, variance, strife, misery, 
hatred, yea, every evil and hellish passion, with its 
fruit It has kindled the fire of helL And were 
it not foir God's restraining grace, this world would, 
in aa and wretchedness, resemble the abode of the 
denl and his angels. Sin is the mortal disease 
wbieb Satan, that old serpent, has diffused through 
the whole of Adam's race ; and which, if not heal- 
ed, will end in everlasting death. As the poison of 
the fiery serpents in the wilderness, when injected 
into the human frame, spread itself through the 
whole body, and produced death, so the poison of 
^n is spread through and it paralyzes every fa-^ 
culty of the soul, and corrupts every member of the 
body. Hence that spiritual death which now per- 
vades the whole natural man, and which is the pre- 
cursor and the earnest of eternal death. 

The children of Israel repented of and confessed 
their sin. They besought Moses to intercede for 

» Numb. xxi. 6. 
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to deatb, " was made a little lower than the angels 
for the suffering of death . . . that be, by the grace 
of God, should taste death for every man."* 

The serpent of brasB was lifted up on a pole so 
aB to be visible. The Lord Christ was lifted up 
on the cross. His crucifixion was not an act done 
in a comer. It was public. It was on an elevated, 
conspicuous place ; on mount Calvary. There he 
was uplifted and suspended between heaven and 
earth j — a spectacle of woe, — of astonishment and 
grief to angels, if angels can grieve; of commi- 
seration to his few and faithful friends; and of 
triumph to his implacable enemies. He was then 
" made a curse for us," that we who are deservedly 
under the curse, might be redeemed from it To 
his crudfision, Jesus evidently alludes in the test, 
by the words "lifted up;" as be also alludes to it 
elsewhere by the same expression: " If I be lifted 
up from the earth. .... This he s^ signifying 
what death he should die."* 

We shall notice, 

II. The resemblance between the effects 

TO BE PRODUCED BY EACH, — ChRIST AND THE 



The lifting up of the serpent on the pole was 
for the healing of the Israelites: "It shall come to 
> Het>.ii. ». * John xii. 33, 33, 
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pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh 
upon ity shall live."* ^' And it came to pass, that 
if a serpent bad bitten any man, when be beheld 
the serpent of brass, he lived/' Were those bitten 
by the serpents in a djring state ; yea, dead in the 
account of their friends ? They were. And is it 
not a correct statement of all men^ bitten by that 
great serpent the devil, that they are " dead in tres- 
passes and sins?' Assuredly, it is. Who quickens 
and heals them ? It is Jesus who was " lifted up" 
on the cross. " You hath he quickened who were 
dead in trespasses and sins."' His death is our life. 
His agonies, his sorrows, his tears, his groans, his 
unequalled sufferings, are our redemption. <^ Christ 
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us : for it is written, Cursed is every 
one that hangeth on a tree." 7 Not only does he de- 
liver his people from the curse of the law, but he saves 
thetti also from the dominion of sin, from spiritual 
death. He heals the diseases of their souls, imparts to 
them spiritual life, sustains and nourishes that lifi^ 
as the beginning and earnest of eternal life ; and 
will, finally, bestow upon them everlasting life. Con- 
templating our sinful maladies, our spiritual death, 
and contemplating the efficacious remedy for the 
healing and vivifying of our souls, well may we, and 
truly ought we to, adopt that simple but appro^ 

* Numb. xxi. 8, 9. « Ephes. ii. 1. ' Gal. iii. 13. 
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priate petition, ^^We meekly beseech thee, O 
Father, to raise us from the death of sin unto the 
life of righteousness.''^ Jesus Christ came to save 
the lost, and the provision made to save is suffi- 
cient ; and this provision is freely offered without 
money and without price. All who accept the 
offered grace, shall live, and live for ever. Ilie 
deadly wounds of sin shall be completely healed. 
No scar, no spot, no wrinkle, nor any such thing 
shall be seen or will remain on any one of the re- 
deemed. All will be holy, all will be glorious, 
after the image of him who hath redeemed them. 
Happy condition! longed for, indeed, by every 
saint who is now on his way through this wilder- 
ness to be united with the saints of God ^ in glory 
everlasting." 

We purpose to notice, 

III. The resemblance between what was 

REQUIRED OF PERISHING ISRAEL, AND WHAT IS 
REQUIRED OF PERISHING SINNERS. 

The children of Israel, dying of their wounds 
inflicted by the serpents, must look on the serpent 
of brass. If through perverseness, unbelief, or 
indifference, they refused to look to the serpent 
lifted up on the pole, the bite proved mortal. No 
other means would, apparently, save them from 
the painful death. The brazen serpent was of 

8 Collect, Burial Service. 
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God's proyiding; and the people must in the 
prescribed way apply to themselves individu- 
ally that divine provision. It was not enough to 
hear, to know, or to believe, that such a remedy, 
was provided, and that it proved efficacious to heal 
all who looked on it. There must be the actual 
look. Each one for himself must look. 

Though the incarnate Son of God has been up- 
lifted on the cross, though on the cross he has bled 
and died, though all this was of divine appoint- 
ment ; yet will it profit nothing unless it be ap- 
plied by faith. There must be a looking on Christ 
crucified. It is not enough to read, or hear, or 
even believe generally that Christ was crucified for 
sin ; there must.be an application of the truth to 
one's own case. To such alone as thus apply the 
doctrine of Christ crucified, does the gracious pro- 
vision prove a remedy. " The Son of Man must 
be lifted up, that whosoever believeth in him should 
^ot perish, but have eternal life.*' I may hear of a 
physician, whose well-directed skill is equal to the 
cure of any disease incident to our common na- 
ture; and thiU: in no instance has the applied skill 
fe^iled. Such an ability to relieve the sufferings of 
ii^^9 would be a subject of wonder and gratulation. 
(^nscious of no disease in my own frame, I should 
^t content with believing the report of his ta- 
lents; I should feel no personal interest in those 
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talents* But the feeling of my own personal infir- 
mities would lead me to apply to him^ and to avail 
myself of his medical appliances. TimB many be- 
lieve, or affect to believe, the efficacy of Christ's 
death to heal and save ; btit they feel not tiieir 
own need of Christ as a physician of saals« 

The dying Israelite looked on tiie brazen ser- 
pent, and he was healed* Believing in Christ is 
sometimes expressed by looking unto Christ* llius 
he calls to a dying world, ^^ Look tinto me and be 
ye saved, all the ends of the earth : for I atn Grod, 
and there is none else**'!' It is a common expres- 
sion that we use. When in trouble, danger, or 
need, we trust to a friend to help us, becaxtfie we 
believe that he is able and willing to help us ; we 
say that we look to that friend for his aid« So 
when we believe in the power and willingness of 
Christ to save, and trust in him for salvation, we 
may be said to look unto him* 

Now, to believe in Christ unto salvation, is not 
a bare, cold assent to the records whidi ore given 
of him in his word ; as that he assumed our na« 
ture, and descended into our world, eighteen hun^ 
dred years ago ; that he sojourned on the earth for 
thirty and three years; that he healed the sick; 
that he raised the dead, and wrought other mira- 
cles of mercy and goodness; that in his sacred 

» Is. xlv. ^. 
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p^vson are mysteriously united two natures, tiu- 
man and divine; that he died upon the cross; that 
he was buded ; that he rose from the dead ; that 
he ascdnded into heaven ; that he^ granted an effii- 
8i«ati of the Holy Spirit; and that as mediatorial 
King he now rules, and will rule, and subdue all 
Ms enenues under his feet Though a true and 
Uvely faith comprehends an assent to all these 
tmths, yet all these articles of feith may be be- 
lieved without there being a saving faith in Christ ; 
without a single movement of the soul towards 
Christ), and without any preparation for heaven. 
Multitudes profess to bdieve these truths, who, at 
the same time, afford a melancholy proof that their 
fiftith 18 dead ; for they continue in their sins, are 
walking ^' according to the course of this world,'* 
are conforming with its vain fashions, are adopting 
its godless maxims, and, with insatiable avidity, 
are pursuing its gains, wealth, and honours. Their 
beliei^ such as it is, is no better, as to any prac« 
tical purpose, than that of devils. The faith or 
belief of devils goes indeed farther ; for they not 
only believe, but they also tremble. Nor is it 
" doing as well as we can," and trusting to Christ 
to make up for so much as may be deficient in our 
works, that is true faith. Christ will not thus 
divide between himself and a sinful worm, the 

o5 
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honour of Us mediatorial office. He is % whole 
Saviour, or none : his work is complete. 

J^wf who look unto Christ crucified, or who do 
effectually belisTe in Christ, know, feel, and con- 
fess Hie mortal disease of sin within them ; and 
justly apprehend the deserved wrath which hange 
over them, not only generally, but in their own 
case, in their own individual experience. Tliey 
are as sensihle to the disease of sin, as the dying 
Israelite was to the mortal pain inflicted by the 
Sery serpent. From this disease in its present 
power and ultimate effect, they long and pray to be 
fully and for ever delivered. They loc4 unto Christ 
as dying for their sins, as having made upon the 
cross, " by his one oblation of himself once <^eTed, 
a full, perfect, and suffident sacrifice, oblation, and 
satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world." ' They 
trust in his power and willingness to save. Believing 
that he came to seek and to save that which was lost, 
they believe|that he came to seek and to save them ; 
for they are lost Nor is this believing an act only 
once performed ; it is the d^ly act of the Christian, 
and becomes his daily habit; and hence can he 
say, " Tb« Uf© that I now live in the flesh, I Uve 
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me,"' 

My christian brethren, is this your £aitb ? We 
1 Communion Service. ' Gal. ii. SO. 
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hope it is the &ith of some of you. You look unto 
Jesus, as uplifted on the cross for your sins, that 
through his death you might have life. If you 
look back, you see your innumerable transgres- 
sions, your sins of commission and omission. 
These pursue you as the Egyptians pursued the 
Israelites, and they seem ready to overwhelm you. 
If you look forward, you see God's devouring 
wrath, like the Red Sea, ready to engulph you. If 
you look to the right hand or to the left, all refuge 
fadleth you, no one seemeth to care for your souL^ 
In a word, dreadful forebodings and gloomy horrors 
overspread your path. In this painful dilemma, 
'^ stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord."^ 
Hear the gradous words of the Lord Jesus, as if 
they were addressed to you from the cross; 
" Look unto me, and be ye saved." You are, per- 
haps, constrained to say with the Psalmist, ^' Mine 
iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I am 
not able to look up :" * " as a heavy burden, they 
are too heavy for me." ^ Then, listen to the grar 
cious invitation given to you ; " Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest*'^ You have discovered that you are 
polluted with sin ; and you cry out, " unclean, un- 
clean!" To you, as well as " to the inhabitants of 

^ Ps. cxlii. 4. * Exod. xiv. 13. * Ps. xl. 12. 
« Ps. xxxviii. 4. Matt. xi. 28. 
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JeruBalem,'' there is ** a fountain opened for sin 
and for uncleanness." You feel your weakness, 
your inability to resist sudden and strong tempta^ 
tions, especially <* the sin which doth so easily beset 
you." Hear the declaration of the Lord Christ ; 
** My strength is made perfect in - weakness.^" 
You feel your inward corruption strong and active, 
ever striving to break forth into actual trans- 
gressions: and you find that you are daily or hourly 
contracting fresh gailt by some unholy thought, or 
some unguarded, unprofitable expression. Bear in 
mind that ^^ the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us 
from all sin." ^ Look then, unto Christ, and be 
healed. He will deliver you from the guilt and 
the power of sin, and from ** the bitter pains of 
eternal death.'' He lives; and because he lives, 
you shall live also. He will give you " eternal 
life." *< As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be' lifted 
up : that whosoever beUeveth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.'* 

Now the text implies that whosoever believeth 
*NOT in Christ, shall perish. *' He that believeth 
not is condemned already.*'* Perhaps some of you 
disdain to look on Christ crucified as the only pro* 
Vision for the healing and saving of your souls. 

• 2 Cor. xii. 9. • • 1 John i. 7. 

^ John iii. 18. 
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You do not feel your need of him ; because you 
will not be convinced of your sinful state, of your 
spiiicnal disease, and of your danger. This is a 
part of your disease, and renders that disease the 
more inveterate. What is the reason that in a 
christian land, and in christian assemblies, the 
salvation offered in the gospel, is so little under- 
stood and so little valued ? Is it not, that they who 
profess to believe in Christ, have never so far dis* 
covered their guilt, their misery, their danger, as 
to see their need of pardon through the shedding ol 
his blood, and their need of sanctification by his 
Holy Spirit,? They think themselves whole. 
They are in love with their spiritual maladies. 
They " love death." Hence, they go on day after 
day, in the same round of carelessness, ungodli- 
ness, and unbelief, until they are undeceived, either 
by the quickening grace of God in this life ; or in 
the world to come by ^^ the vengeance of eternal 
fire." 



SERMON X. 



ON JUSTIFICATION. 



Rom. z. i. 

" Christ is the end of the law*for righteousness to every 

one that believeth.' 



»» 



"How should man be just before God?"^ is a 
question which naturally presses itself on the mind 
under conviction of sin, and apprehension of de- 
served wrath. If we " all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God,"« and if " the wrath 
of God is revealed from heaven against all un- 
godliness and unrighteousness of men/'^ bow 
shall man escape that wrath ? God has, indeed, 
given a law ; and by that law he will try our actions, 
our words, and thoughts. That law we have trans- 
gressed ; and the awful denunciation is, " Cursed 
is every one that continueth not in all things that 

» Job ix. 2. » Rom. iii. 23. ^ Rom. i. isr. 



ON JUSTIFICATION. 135 

are written in the book of the law to do them/'^ 
Having transgressed the law and incurred its curse, 
we cannot now be justified or accounted righteous 
by the deeds of the law. That which, as a rule, 
condemns, cannot also justify. The law exhibits 
to us our deficiency, our want of perfect righteous- 
ness ; but it does not impart to, or provide for us 
that perfect righteousness with which God is 
pleased and which he will accept This the law 
cannot do, being weak through the flesh,^ i. e. 
through our degenerate nature. ^^ Because all be 
sinners and offenders against God, and breakers 
of his law and commandments, therefore can no 
man, by his own acts, works, and deeds, seem they 
never so good, be justified, and made righteous 
before God ; but every man of necessity is con- 
strained to seek another righteousness of justifica- 
tion to be received at God's own hands."^ This 
^* righteousness " is, we apprehend, the righteous- 
ness which is mentioned in the text: ^^ Christ is 
the end of the law for righteousness to every one 
that believeth,** We purpose, 

L To INQUIRE WHAT THIS RIGHTEOUSNESS IS : 
IL To DESCRIBE THE PERSONS TO WHOM IT IS 
IMPUTED. 

* Gal. iii. 10. * Rom. viii. 3. 

• " Homily of the Salvation of Mankind," &c. 
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I. We inquire what this righteousness i& 
The term <^ righteousness " is derived &oin 
"right;** as the term "justice," is from "just;" 
and both righteousness and justice in the subject, 
is a conformity with a law ; or the fully doing of 
those things which are right^or just according to 
that law. Hence, a full, perfect, and continued 
obedience to the law of God, constitutes " the 
righteousness of the law;" and the person who 
yields habitually and fully this obedience to the 
law, is denominated a righteous or just person. 
Such an obedience, and, therefore^ such a righte- 
ousness were Adam's in his primitive state of in* 
nocence. " God made man upright." ^^ Adam was 
made after the righteous image of his Creator. But 
that righteousness, and the power of recovering it, 
he lost both for himself and his posterity ; and no 
one of Adam's natural descendants can now have 
that perfect righteousness in the present life. That 
righteousness is indeed imperfectly restored to the 
soul, and faintly exhibited in the life, of every child 
of God : yet it is not a righteousness which is com- 
mensurate with God's holy law, and, therefore, it is 
insufScient to constitute a man righteous. For 
the least deviation from the law, or the least failure 
in observing every part of the law, constitutes sin ; 
" for sin is the transgression of the law."* 

^ Eccles. vii.29* ■ I John iii. 4. 
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Since " all have sinned," all are destitute of the 
righte^onsiiess of the law : " there is none righte- 
ous, no, not one." ^ Hence " the scripture hath 
concluded all cinder sin :" ' and as all are " under 
sin,* so all aire under the penal sanction of the law, 
of which law " sin is the transgression." 

Thbugh no man has or can have now a " right- 
eousness of the law ** by his own conformity with 
it, fliay he not have a righteousness fay a penal 
satisfaction — fay suffering the penalty required by 
the transgressed law ? We answer, no : and man's 
inability to satisfy the penal demands of the law so 
as to be constituted righteous by the law, arises 
from the impossibility of a finite act or payment, 
such as is the act or payment by a finite creature 
man, to satisfy an infinite demand, such as is the 
demand of God's justice. Hence, the guilty crea- 
ture's sufiering the penal sanction of the law, being 
finite in its quantity, must needs be infinite, i. e. 
eternal, in its duration. Besides this, the sinful 
creature, while undergoing the sentence for past 
transgressions, being all the time sinful, will be 
adding fresh sins to his former, and ever anew con- 
tracting fresh guilt, and incurring fresh punish- 
ment. So, neither by his active and habitual obe- 
dience to the law, because his obedience cannot 
but be imperfect; nor by his passive endurance of 

' Rom. iii. 10. * Gal. iii. 22- 
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the penalty of the law, because his suffering is 
finite in quantity, can man have a righteousness 
of the law, so as to be <' accounted righteous be- 
fore God." 

Since man neither has nor can have a *^ righ- 
teousness of the law,^ or a legal righteousness of 
his own, either by obedience, or by penal satisfac- 
tion, to constitute him righteous before God the 
supreme Judge; and since the absence of this 
righteousness constitutes him a sinner, and places 
him under ^* the curse of the law,*' and eternal con- 
demnation, the question recurs, ** how should man 
be just before God ?' How shall man be justified, 
i. e., absolved from guilt, delivered from merited 
wrath, and restored to the favour of God, yea, 
adopted as a child into God's family ? If he would 
be just, or accounted righteous before God, he ^^ is 
constrained to seek for another righteousness of 
justification, to be received at God's own hands ;" 
and this righteousness, to be received at God's own 
hands, must be such as is strictly conformed with 
his holy law, and fully adequate to meet all the de- 
mands of the law-giver. 

This righteousness must be legal, or it may be 
evangelical. It is legal as to the subject in whom 
it inheres and by whom it is wrought or per- 
formed: it is evangelical as to the objects for 
whom it is wrought and to whom it is imputed for 
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their justificatioD. It is also a " righteousness of 
faith," because it is received by faith on the part 
of those to whom it is imputed. Now, this is the 
righteousness mentioned in the text : it is a legal 
righteousness, as fulfilled by Christ; it is evan- 
gelical, as revealed and offered in the gospel ; it is 
'^ the righteousness of faith,'' because received and 
applied by faith ; it is ^' the righteousness of God,'^ 
because it is of his counsel, approved and accepted 
by him. 

The Lord Christ fiilly answered the demands of 
the law, by both his active and passive obedience. 
His inherent, habitual, undeviating conformity 
with the law, constituted him a righteous person : 
and as the law had never been violated by him, so 
the law bad no penal demands against him. His 
perfect, active obedience, or righteousness, quali- 
fied him to answer the penal demands of the law 
for those who were originally guilty, and who were 
under ^^ the curse of the law." He had no sin of 
his own for which to suffer. But having become 
the federal head, the representative of his people, 
and standing in their law place as their surety, the 
law, or rather divine justice, laid hold of him, and 
exacted from him that punishment which is due to 
man as the real transgressor of the law. So that 
he who knew no sin,^ was made sin for us, that we 

2 ;> Cor. V. 21. 
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might be made the righteousness of God in him. 
" Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, being made a curse for us."* No language can 
more clearly exhibit the imputation to Christ, of 
our guilt ; and the imputation to us if we believe, 
of Chrisf s fulfilment of the law, which is the right- 
eousness mentioned in the text <* Our righteous- 
ness by which we are just in the sight of God, is 
not our conformity with the law, nor our good 
works, nor our faith : but it is Christ's satisfac- 
tion only performed unto the law for us." ^ " And 
this righteousness which we so receive of God's 
mercy and Christ's merits, embraced by faith, is 
taken, accepted, and allowed of God, for our per- 
fect and full justification."^ 

The righteousness of Christ is the fulfilment of 
the twofold obligation of the moral law : " that 
holy and eternal rule of righteousness given by 
God to men, for the right ordering of their thoughts, 
words, and actions towards God, their neighbour, 
and themselves. This law is summarily compre- 
hended in the Ten Commandments, and is called 
the law of righteousness." This he fulfilled by his 
perfect, inherent, and habitual obedience : and he 

* Gal. iii. 13. 

* " The Sum of the Christian Religion^ by Zacharias Ur- 
sinus." Engl, edit 1633. 

^ " Homily of the Salvation of Mankind." 
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is " the end " or scope at which the moral law 
pointed, and still points as its fulfiller, and to 
whom the law points as the only one, since Adam's 
fall, that did fulfil it 

He also fulfilled the penal obligation of the moral 
law, on the behalf of sinners ; and to him the law 
points as the only one that endured its curse to the 
full, and in satisfaction for others* sins. By suffer- 
ing under the penal sanction of the moral law, he 
also fulfilled the ceremonial law, which pointed to 
him as ^^ the end " or scope of all its sacrifices and 
offerings. And by his vicarious sufferings he put 
a filial period to the ceremonial law : so that as its 
fulfiller and abrogator, he is the end of the cere- 
monial law. It became him to *^ fulfil all righte- 
ousness,^^ moral and ceremonial: and thus he is 
the end of the law : and by fulfilling all righteous- 
ness, not for himself but others, he ^^ is the end of 
the law for righteousness to every one that be* 
lieveth." 

Let us now, 

II. Describb the persons to whom this right- 
eousness IS IMPUTED. 

" To every one that believeth," " unto all and 
upon all them that believe." ^ The tenor of the 
law as a covenant of works is, ** Do this and live :*" 

' Rom. iii. 22. 
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** the man which doeth those things shall live by 
them." 7 lliis appears to have been the terms of 
the covenant with Adam in his state of righteous- 
ness : ** In the day that thou eatest thereof thou 
shalt surely die f '^ and this threatening implies, ** if 
thou eat not of it, thou shalt surely live." The 
tenor of the covenant of grace with Adam in his 
fallen state is, '* Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved.'* 9 In the text it appears 
that the righteousness of Christ is unto them that 
believe. In another place, St Paul restricts the 
promise to them that believe ; ** The scripture hath 
concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith 
of Jesus Christ might be given to them that be- 
lieve." * Again, when declaring the exemption of 
some men from condemnation, he writes of those 
" who are in Christ Jesus."' They are in Christ 
who have " put on Christ," — who by faith flee to 
him as the sure and only refuge '^ from the wrath 
to come." 

But more particularly, they who believe in Christ 
to the saving of the soul, are convinced that they 
have broken the law of God ; and that they are 
consequently under the curse of the law. They 
are convinced that for their past sins, even the least 
sin or failure, they cannot make any satisfaction by 

f Rom. X. 6. • Gen. iL 17. » Acts. xvi. 31. 

' Gal. iii. 22. « Rom. viii. 1. 
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their future obedience : for future obediencCj if it 
were perfect, will not satisfy for past disobedience. 
If you are in any sum of money indebted through 
past transactions, your full and punctual payment 
of ready money for what you may in future receive 
will not cancel nor diminish the old debt That 
would still remain in full against you : and for that 
the creditor might, in strict justice, cast you into 
prison until the last farthing be paid ; but having 
nothing to pay, the same justice would require a 
perpetual imprisonment 

No future obedience or righteousness, however, 
can be so fiill or perfect, as to be sufficient at any 
time to meet the demands of the uncompromising 
law of God; much less can that imperfect obedi- 
ence be adequate to meet any portion of past dis- 
obedience. Of this truth, every one taught of 
God, is fully convinced both by the word of God and 
by his own experience concurring with that word. 
The Spirit of God, by applying the holy law of 
God to the whole man, discovers to the man that 
he is " very far gone from original righteousness {^ 
so far, that he cannot recover himself or become 
righteous by the deeds of the law. Hence, he can 
say vidth the apostle, ^^ I through the law am dead 
to the law." ^ Driven away from all supposed refuge 
constructed by his own obedience as his righte- 

Gal. ii. 19. 
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ousness, in whole or in part, and being instructed 
by the gospel that there is provided for him, and 
offered for his acceptance, a righteousness commen- 
surate with the requirements of the law, by which 
alone he can be justified, — ^he gladly accepts that 
righteousness, or by faith applies it to himsell 
He seeks to be " found in Christ,** " not having 
his own righteousness which is of the law; but that 
which is through the faith of Christ, the righteous- 
ness which is of God by faitf* " Every man, of 
necessity, is constrained to seek for another right- 
eousness of justification to be received at God's 
own hands ; that is to say, the forgiveness of his 
sins and trespasses, in such things as he hath 
offended. And this justification or righteousness 
which we receive of God's mercy and Christ^s 
merits, embraced by faith, is taken, accepted, and 
allowed of God, for our perfect and full justifica- 
tion."^ We recur to these homilies, not so much 
for the confirmation of our own view of the doc- 
trine of justification through the righteousness of 
Christ, imputed to the believer, as for the plainness 
and point with which these valuable, but too little 
valued, depositories of sound doctrine, exhibit the 
fundamental doctrines of the gospel. 

Toward the close of the ^^ first part" of the 

* Phil. iii. 9. 

* " Homily of the Salvation of Mankind." 
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homily quoted above, we are told what this " ano- 
ther righteousness '* is. ^' All the good works that 
we can do be imperfect; and, therefore, not able 
to deserve our justification ; but our justification 
doth come freely by the mere mercy of God ; and 
of so great and free mercy, that whereas all the 
world was not able of themselves to pay any part 
towards their ransom, it pleased our heavenly Fa- 
ther, of his infinite mercy, without any our de- 
sert, or deserving, to prepare for us the most pre- 
cious jewels of Christ's body and blood ; whereby 
our ransom might be fully paid, the law fulfilled, 
and his justice fully satisfied. So that Christ is 
now the righteousness of all them that truly do be- 
lieve in him. He for them paid their ransom by 
his death. He for them fulfilled the law in his 
life. So that now in him and by him, eve^y true 
christian man may be called a fulfiUer of th6 law ; 
forasmuch as that which their infirmity lacked, 
Christ's justice " (or righteousness) " hath sup- 
plied." 

We find in the scripture that our justifica- 
tion and our salvation are sometimes ascribed 
to God's grace; sometimes, to faith: "being jus- 
tified freely by his grace :"^ "by grace ye are 
saved:" 7 «a man is justified by faith without 
the deeds of the lawf'^ "believe on the Lord 

• Rom.iii. 24. ' Eph. ii. 8. « Rom. iii 28. 

H 
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Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.^ 9 These 
declarations are true, and in full harmony, each 
with the other. We are justified and saved by the 
grace of God as the fontal cause ; by faith as the 
instrumental cause ; and by the righteousness of 
Chrii^ as the meritarioua cause, of justification and 
salvation. We distinguish between justification and 
salvation : justification is only a part of salvation, 
and consists in acquittal from condemnation, de- 
liverance from wrath, reconciliation with God, re- 
instatement in his forfeited and lost favour. Sal- 
vation is more than this : it is a deliverance from 
sin, as well as from wrath, the wages of sin. We 
must also distinguish between righteousness and 
justification. These terms are often confounded, 
or used as convertible terms. Righteousness, as it 
hath been already said, is a full conformity with 
the law ; justification is the application or imputa- 
tion of that righteousness : so that the person to 
whom it is applied or imputed, ^' is accounted 
righteous." Faith applies or appropriates to the 
believer that righteousness of Christ, ** another 
righteousness/' for justification. Faith itself, as a 
meritorious cause, does not justify : yet we are said 
to be *' justified by faith f i. e. fedth in us as sub- 
jects, applies, or by faith we apply, to ourselves, 
Christ's full righteousness. " The true under- 

® Acts xvi. 31. 
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« 

standing of this doctrine : — we be justified freely 
by fsiith without works, or that we are justified by 
faith in Christ only ; — is not that this our act, to 
believe in Christ, or this faith in Christ which is 
within us, doth justify us. and deserve our justifi-* 
cation unto us : for that were to count ourselves 
to be justified by some act or virtue that is within 
ourselves : — but the true understanding and mean- 
ing thereof is, that, although we hear God's word, 
and believe it; although we have faith, hope, and 
charity, repentance, dread, and fear of God within 
us, and do never so many good works thereunto ; 
yet we must renounce the merit of all our said 
virtues, of £aith, hope, charity, and all our other 
virtues and good deeds which we either have done, 
shall do, or can do, as things that be far too weaH, 
and insufficient, and imperfect, to deserve remission 
of our sins, aixd our justification." 9 " Our own 
imperfection is so great through the corruption of 
original sin, that all is imperfect that is within us: 
faith, dharity, hope, dread, thoughts, words, and 
works, and, therefore, not apt to merit and deserve 
any part of our justification for us. And this form 
of speaking use we in the humbling of ourselves 
to God, and to give all the glory to our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who is best worthy of it"* 

1 2nd Part. '' Homily of the Salvation of Mankind/' 
* 3rd Part of the Homily, &c. 

H 2 
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When we say that Christ's righteousness is im- 
puted to them who believe for their justification, we 
mean no more than that they ^^are accounted 
righteous before God, only for the merit of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by faith, and not 
for our own works or deservings."* And what is 
the merit of Christ but his actual and passive obe- 
dience to the law% which constitutes his perfect 
righteousness ? Of this righteousness wrought by 
him, he had no need for himself; but he performed 
il for us who are without righteousness, that we 
might be " accounted righteous." " For as by one 
man's disobedience, many were made sinners, so 
by the obedience of one shall many be made 
righteous." * 

, Nor is it more unreasonable or unscriptural to 
say that the righteousness of Christ is imputed to 
his people for their justification, than to say that 
their unrighteousness or sin was imputed to Christ 
for his condemnation under the law. If the ini- 
quity of his people was not imputed to him when 
he endured the curse of the law which he had 
never transgressed, how came he to suffer under 
the law as a trangressors ? He suffered " the just 
for the unjust," because the transgressions of his 
people were laid to his account : " The Lord hath 

3 Article XI. " Of the justification of man." 
* Rom V. 8. 
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laid upon him the iniquity of us alL"-^ He was 
" made a curse for us," that we, believing in him, 
might be blessed : and hence, ^' the blessedness of 
the man unto whom God imputeth righteousness 
without works."* 

In this doctrine* of the imputation of Christ's 
righteousness to them who believe, nothing is con- 
tained contrary to analogy. In the transactions of 
life, we see, and justice approves of, the imputation 
to one man for his benefit, of the act performed by 

3 Isaiah liii. 6. * Rom. iv. 6. 

* The doctrine which we are now handling has been 
held by most eminently pious and able men of^ our 
churchy and by the ancient fathers. Of the multitude 
whose names have adorned the annals of our country^ and 
whose theology has enriched our country's churchy we 
shall introduce only two. In his ^' Doctrine of the Two 
Covenants^" Bishop Hopkins ably treats the subject. In 
an Exposition* of St. Paul's Epistle to the Colossians^ 
Bishop Davenant thus asserts the doctrine : " In Christ 
we have complete righteousness; because he has fully 
satisfied the divine law and even God himself^ for our 
sins: according to that declaration of Isaiah (liii. 11.) 
By the knowledge of himself shall my righteous servant jus^ 
tify many, for he shall hear their iniquities : and of St. 
Paul^ Rom. iii. 22, The righteousness of God by faith of 
Jesus Christ is unto all and upon all them that believe ; and 
Rom. z. 4, Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 
every one that helieveth. In this respect, therefore, princi- 



* Allport*s translation, vol. i. pp. 424, 425. 
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another* A man, e. g. through indiscretion be- 
comes involved in difficulty. He is unable to sa- 
tisfy the demands'of his creditor. The law takes 
cognizance of this ; and requires that he be placed 
under its penal sanction, until its legal claim be 
discharged. But the debtor has nothing where- 
with to pay, and justice, unmet by mercy, binds him 
hand and foot. But if a friend, both able and 
wilUng, should freely discharge the whole debt, 
the claim against the original debtor would be can- 
celled, and he would be fully restored to all the 
immunities and privileges of his fellow-subjects. 
Now, this is an imputation to one man for his be- 
nefit, of the act done by another; an absolving of 
the man from condemnation or penal sanction of 
the law merited by his own conduct, by an equi- 
valent price paid by another. A sacrifice is made 
by the representative, equal to the demand against 

pally^ we are complete, because being destitute of any 
righteousness of our own^ Christ enriches and adorns us 
with his. Chrysostom^ Horn. 17 in 10 ad Rom. observes^ 
that if thou shalt believe in Christ, thou htist both fulfilled 
the law, and much more than the things which it had com- 
manded; forasmuch as thou hast truly received much 
greater righteousness. More briefly and explicitly says 
Bernard, Serm. ad milit. temp. 11, Death is put to flight 
by the death of Christ ; and the righteousness of Christ is 
imputed to us ; and £pist. 190, The righteousness of an^ 
other is assigned to man because he had none of his . own. 
We have saving righteousness, therefore, in Christ." 
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the represented. In this act we see the full exer- 
cise of justice and of mercy. The creditor is satis- 
fiedy the law is vindicated, the guilty delinquent is 
absolved, and benevolence is manifested. In the 
case supposed, we see mercy and justice meet to- 
gether in perfect harmony, each remaining undi- 
minished. 

And upon a scale of amazing magnificence do 
we in the method of a sinner's justification behold 
the wondrous combination and exercise of justice 
and mercy, of love and power, of wisdom and be- 
nevolence. And this method rivets the attention 
and excites the admiration of even the holy^ 
angels. They are represented as anxiously de- 
sirous of penetrating the depth of this mystery of 
love. Well, then, might the apostle exclaim, ** O ! 
the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God !"^ And does this method of 
restoringjour ruined race to the favour of God, pos- 
sess no attraction for us? for us who are deeply 
and eternally concerned ? If it does not, there is 
an additional proof of our need of the provision 
made for our salvation, and an additional, yea a 
crowning sin to all our other sins. 
The subject before us addresses itself, 
1. To those who go ^^ about to establish their 
own righteousness,' and who expect to be saved 

* 1 Pet. i. 12. « Kom. xi. 33. 
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hy their own good works^ or their own virtues. 
Against such an expectation, both the Scriptures and 
the Church array themselves. " By the deeds of the 
law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight." ^ 
" If righteousness come by the law, then Christ is 
dead in vain.*'^ We deny not that your lives may 
be adorned with virtues, useful and commendable. 
We deny not that your benevolence and benefi- 
cence may be throwing their gladdening influence 
over the heart of the needy and the sorrowful. We 
deny not that your social integrity may be placing 
you on the pinnacle of reputation for rectitude. 
And we deny not that your external religious ha- 
bits may be forming a salutary example to reform 
the godless and irreligious around you. All these 
we are willing and we are glad to award to you ; 
and we highly appreciate a character which the 
aforesaid virtues form and embellish. But permit 
us to assure you that, with all that is lovely in 
your external and social character, you lack one 
thing. You lack that complete righteousness which 
alone is commensurate with the inflexible law of 
God, and which alone is adequate to the covering of 
your otherwise naked souls in the presence of the 
righteous Judge, and to the securing of your souls 
from the penetrating arrows of his righteous wrath. 
And we may add, that you lack the grand prepara- 

^ Rom. iii.20. ® Gal. ii. 21.. 
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tive for the reception by faith, of this righteous- 
ness, — a mind convinced of sin, and, for sin, pros- 
trated before the throne of Jehovah/ Ah! did 
you but measure by the law of God, your external 
doings, whether civil, social, or religious ; and the 
internal principles and motives of those doings : you 
would discover the humiliating truth that, indepen- 
dent of the defect in the magnitude, constancy, and 
number of your doings, there is a selfish and a sin- 
ful obliquity in the principles and motives, which 
deforms and condemns the whole. There is the 
absence of love, perfect love to God and man; 
there is the absence of a perpetual, reverential ho- 
mage to the will and pleasure of the divine law- 
giver : and God, as the presiding and ruUng go- 
vernor, may not be in all your thoughts. Your 
actions, though never so useful to others or orna- 
mental to yourselves, may be irrespective of the 
apostolic direction : " Whatsoever you do, do all 
things to the glory of God."^ While your virtues 
ai*e justly appreciated and applauded, and even 
beneficially imitated by others, they may be but 
so many abominations in the sight of that Being 
who judgeth not as man judgeth. In confirmation 
of this, we refer you to the doctrine of the church 
to which you have the honour and the privilege of 
belonging. " Of works done before justification, 

* 1 Cor. X. 31. 
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• 

. . . . forasmuch as they spring not of faith in Jesus 
Christ, and are not done as God hath willed and 
commanded them to be done," ^ the church declares, 
that <^ they have the nature of sin." And the lips 
of eternal truth have pronounced that ^* that which 
is highly esteemed among men, is abomination in 
the sight of Godv" « 

Perhaps, you reply that in addition to exter- 
nal virtues, you have an internal goodness, good 
thoughts, good feelings, a good heart ! and upon 
these, in conjunction with your outward doings, do 
you ground your hope of acceptance with God, and 
of eternal life. But have you never discovered that 
'^ the law is spiritual," and reaches the innermost 
chambers of the heart : that there the broad eye of 
Jehovah watches all the movements of the hidden 
man ; and that there he sees the deviations from 
'^ the law of righteousness," which constitute and 
prove your very nature sinful? Have you never 
seen the folly and ther danger of trusting to your 
own hearts? For "he that trusteth in his own 
heart is a fool."' And the reason is, that "the 
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked; who can know it?"* We institute no pha- 
risaical difference between ourselves and others, 
when we lay down these unwelcomed positions, and 

* Article XIII, * Luke xvi. 15. 

3 Prov. xxviii. 26. * Jer. xvii. 9. 
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press them on your attention. We feel and we 
lament the self-complacency and self-adulation 
which spring up within our own bosom, while we 
are addressing you on these momentous subjects, 
and when we conceive and express some well form- 
ed and pointed sentence. We feel and deplore the 
unwelcomed and humiliating intrusion of motives 
which defile, our most sacred doings ; and we are 
constrained to acknowledge that our best services 
in the cause of our divine Master are so soiled with 
an admixture of the remaining corruption of our 
nature, as to require the constant appUcation by 
faith, of "the blood of sprinkling ;" and that we 
have constant need of "another righteousness" 
than our own to make us acceptable in the sight of 
God. 

The subject addresses itself, 

2, To the class of persons who, convinced of their 
guilty are prepared to embrace salvation on any 
terms. In the holy law of God held up to you 
and brought to your inward man by the Holy 
Spirit, you daily see, as in a faithful mirror,* the 
deformity of your best doings and feelings, in the 
estimation of that God who judgeth righteously. 
You despair of ever in this life coming up to the 
unbending loftiness of that law which is " holy, 
just, and good ;^ and yet you have no desire to 
lower its standard. Your falling short of its stand- 
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ard, whether applied to the outward or inward 
man, you justly view as sin. For sin is the least 
defect of good : it means a missing of the mark/*^ 
You also see and approve of the inflexible justice 
which condemns for one offence ; and you see and 
approve of its righteous condemnation of your- 
selves, though you see not, or see very indistinctly, 
how you may escape the damnation of hell. You 
perceive not as yet how God, whose laws you have 
transgressed, can ^'be just and the justifier of him 
which believeth in Jesus.''^* In the very " righte- 
ousness" which the Lord Christ "hath brought 
in,"^ behold the justice of God fully vindicated, his 
law magnified and honoured, on the behalf of "every 
one that believeth." In God's acceptance of that 
righteousness for your justification if you believe, 
behold the mercy of God freely displayed. In the 
providing of that righteousness behold the amazing 
love and pity of the Son of God. For the applica- 
tion by faith of that righteousness to your own needy 
cases, contemplate and supplicate the operation of 
God's Holy Spirit, who begins and carries on that 
faith in the heart of every believer. Gratefully and 
humbly embrace the offered righteousness, and you 
will be justified, accepted, and saved. And while 

* From &, not ; and fiapm-fWy to touch or hit a mark or 
point. 

5 Rom. ill. 26. Dan. ix. 24. 
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you contemplate and admire God's method of 
justifying^ the ungodly, behold in the provision 
made at so vast an expense, not only the love, 
mere}', wisdom, compassion, and justice of the 
Deity ; but the cursed nature, the deep malignity 
of sin, the sternness of justice, and the infinite 
God's abhorrence of the least iniquity. Behold also 
the depth of woe and helplessness, of guilt and 
ruin, into which sin has plunged the human race, 
since no less a sacrifice could redeem man, since 
no less a righteousness could satisfy for man, than 
those made by the Son of God to rescue and save 
man from that depth ; and say, is it a light thing 
to be under the curse or dominion of sin ; and does 
not " sin become exceeding sinful ?" 

^ Rom. iv. 5. 



SERMON XL 



CHRIST'S VOLUNTARY DEATH FOR OUR RE- 
DEMPTION FROM SIN. 

GaIj. i. 4. 



(C 



Who gaye himself for our sins, that he might deliver us 
from this present evil worlei, according to the will of 
God and our Father." 



The grace of God has, in all ages of his church, 
been freely and richly displayed in the conversion 
and salvation of sinners. Multitudes who once 
hated, opposed, and persecuted '^ the truth as it is 
in Jesus,'' have been brought to embrace and love 
that truth ; and to venture their immortal souls on 
that sure foundation which is exhibited in the gos- 
pel of Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Among these multitudes, saved by grace, we 
find one pre-eminently standing. We find a St. 
Paul, who had been a blasphemer and perse- 
cutor of Christ, and had been exceedingly mad 
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with rage against the innocent disciples of the Lord 
Jesus. But mark the wondrous change wrought 
in him by the grace of God. He who had despised 
and persecuted Jesus, his people and his cause, was 
brought to glory in that cause ; and he preached 
" the faith which once he destroyed." 

The justice and mercy, the love and wisdom of 
God, as manifested in the redemption and salva- 
tion of lost and helpless man, the glory of the 
cross of Christ, had so powerfully drawn his atten- 
tion, so closely occupied his meditation, and so ex- 
clusively engaged his affection, that he counted as 
loss, all his former attainments and boasted excel- 
lencies. ^' But what things were gain to me, those 
I counted loss for Christ Yea, doubtless, and I 
count all things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord ; for whom I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but dung that I may win Christ, and be found 
in him ; not having mine own righteousness, which 
is of the law, but that which is through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith.*"* 
The amazing love of Christ in suffering for the 
guilty, rebellious sons of men, excited his wonder 
and his gratitude; and with a holy indignation he 
rejected the pretence of glorying in anything else. 
" God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross 

» Phil. iii. 7, 8, 9. 
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of our Lord Jesu s Christ, by whom the world is 
crucified unto me, and I unto the world."' 

But why should this glorious subject, the most 
important to man, not have the same efiect on men 
of this generation, on ourselves individually ? We 
are as much in need of salvation by the free grace 
of God, as Saul of Tarsus was. If, like him, we 
are brought to the saving knowledge of the truth ; 
we, like him, shall glory in nothing save in the 
cross of Christ ; and shall on all occasions and at 
all hazards exhibit the doctrine of the cross as the 
only foundation of the sinner's hope, as the only 
way of salvation. 

This great apostle, after his conversion, was so 
full of this glorious subject, salvation by and through 
Christ, that in saluting the ^^ churches of Galatia," 
having mentioned the Lord Jesus Christ, he could 
not proceed with his epistle, without observing 
what Christ had done: "Who gave himself for 
our sins that he might deliver us from this pre- 
sent evil world, according to the will of God 
and our Father." These words lead us to contem- 
plate, 

I. Christ's sacrifice for us : he " gave him- 
self FOR OUR sins." 

n. The great end, as stated in the text, 

2 GaL vi. 14. 
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FOR WHICH HE GAVE HIMSELF; ^< that he might de- 
liver us from this present evil world." 

I. We purpose, to contemplate Christ's sa- 
crifice FOR us» 

Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, was the 
spotless Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world. The great and wondrous work of redeem- 
ing sinners, was planned from eternity ; and in due 
time, the time predetermined, it was fully accom- 
plished. It was accomplished when the Lord of 
life and glory bowed his head, and, expiring, ex- 
claimed, ^^ It is finished !" Such were the love and 
pity of the Son of God for wretched and guilty 
man, as to move him to lay aside his glory, to as- 
sume our nature, to suffer in that nature, — to die an 
ignominious, painful death, — the death of the cross. 
From the throne of his glory he descended into 
this rebellious and accursed world, and patiently 
endured the insults, sufferings, and cruel mockings 
of his creatures on earth, that he might become an 
acceptable sacrifice for transgressors; that he 
might open a way of reconciliation, and effectually 
reconcile God and man ; that he might not only 
stop the torrents of divine wrath from falling on 
all the guilty race of Adam ; but turn those tor- 
rents of wrath into streams of mercy and blessing 
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for all who should believe on his name. Our num* 
berless transgressions were laid upon him. Hence 
Isaiah, in the spirit of prophecy, spake of Christ's 
sufferings: ^^He was wounded for our transgres- 
sions ; he was bruised for our iniquities ; the chas- 
tisement of our peace was upon him, and with his 
stripes we are healed.'"' He stood between the 
offended God and offending man. For, when divine 
justice demanded the punishment of guilty man, 
the Son of God, clothed in our nature, stood in the 
place of man, and answered the full demands of 
that justice, opened wide the door of the prison 
house, and sent forth and does send forth to the 
prisoners the proclamation of pardon and peace : 
he addresses that proclamation to all of you this 
day : " Turn ye to the strong hold, ye prisoners of 
hope."* His sufferings unto the death were volun- 
tary. No one could take away his life against his 
own wilL " I lay down my life for the sheep.*' 
' Greater love hath no man than this, that a man 
lay down his life for his friends."* But the love of 
Jesus appears the more astonishing if we just con- 
sider the characters for whom that love has been 
manifested. 

It was not for friends but for enemies that he 
laid down his life. It was not for those who loved 

» Isa. liii. 5. 4 Zech. ix. 12. * John xv. 13. 
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him ; but for those who hated' him without a cause ; 
it was not for willing, obedient, lovely, and loving 
subjects ; but for the disobedient, the rebellious, 
the hateful and the hating, that he freely poured 
forth his life's blood on the cross. He who was just, 
without guile, the spotless *^ Lamb of Grod," suffered 
for the unjust. Hence the apostle: '^For when 
we were without strength, in due time Christ died 
for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man 
will one die ; yet, peradventure, for a good man, 
some would even dare to die. But God commend- 
eth his love toward us, in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us."7 Herein- was love, that 
he who is King of kings and Lord of lords, 
should offer himself a willing, self-devoted sacrifice 
for his own rebellious creatures. And what can 
make so strong a claim to the hearty the affections, 
the obedience, of a poor sinner, as this amazing love 
of Christ? What can break the stony heart, or 
melt it down and form it anew, if love so stupend- 
ous, and sufferings so unparalleled, cannot do so ? 
And here let the question be put home to each 
heart, will you or will you not devote yourselves to 
the Lord Jesus? May we not reason with you 
in the language of St Paul to the Corinthians ? 
" What, know ye not that .... ye are not your 
own ? For ye are bought with a price : therefore 

^ John XV. 25. ^ Rom. v. 6, &c. 
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glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which 
are God's." ^ He has wept, and suffered, and died 
for you, — ^for you, O guilty, helpless race of Adam ! 
be hath borne your sorrows that he might pour into 
your souls the tide of everlasting joys : he hath 
suffered death upon the cross that he might bestow 
on you everlasting life : he hath hung on the ac- 
cursed tree, a spectacle of shame before men, that 
he might give unto you an eternal weight of glory. 
And, my christian friends, will not common grati- 
tude, will not such love constrain you to surrender 
your souls, your all to his service ? Does not every 
heart respond : 



" Love so amazing^ so divine. 
Demands my love, my life, my all !' 



It is, indeed, your reasonable duty, it is your no- 
blest employment, it is your highest happiness, it 
is your eternal interest, to submit to the Lord Jesus, 
and to accept him as your prophiet to instruct you, 
your priest to atone for you, and your king to reign 
over you. But if you refuse to do this, you are 
destroying yourselves, you are sinning against your 
own souls, and you are drawing down the ven- 
geance of God upon your own heads. 

But this part of the subject affords strong conso- 
lation to such of you as have seen and felt your 

» 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. 
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sin, your guilt, your danger. You see your need of 
Christ, of his precious^ free, and full salvation. 
Most gladly would you venture your poor souls, 
your eternal all, upon this glorious and almighty 
Saviour, this Rock of salvation. But your sins are 
great, multiplied and aggravated : and you doubt 
his willingness to save you. Let the apostle's 
declaration meet your doubt and chase away your 
fears : " This is a faithful saying, and worthy of 
all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners ; of whom I am chief." 9 Let 
our Saviour's own words encourage you : " The 
Son of man is come to save that which was lost." * 
You are lost ; you admit that you are lost ; then he 
came to save you. Venture your souls upon him, 
and you are safe ; venture upon him, and all the 
rich blessings of grace and glory, grace here and 
glory hereafter, will be yours. Believe on him and 
he is yours ; and if he be yours, "all things are yours 
— whether things present, or things to come ; all are 
yours; and ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's." ^ 
In your conversion and salvation, the pleasure of 
the Lord prospers. In you he sees his seed, and 
he rejoices over you. Rejoice ye also in him and 
in his salvation, as indeed you well may rejoice. 
And while in simplicity of faith you venture to 

» 1 Tim. i. 15. » Matt, xviii. 11. 

2 1 Cor. iii. 21,&c. 
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cast yourselves upon the Lord Christ, you are to 
show, as the fruit of that faith, that you are not of 
this world, even as your Lord and Master was not 
of this world. This leads us, 

II. To CONTEMPLATE THE GREAT END, AS STATED 
IN THE TEXT, FOR WHICH ChRIST GAVE HIMSELF 

FOR OUR SINS — " that he might deliver us from 
this present evil world." 

By the obedience, sufferings, and death of Christ, 
or by his fulfilment of the law for righteousness, 
two things were to be effected in reference to man, 
namely, a full satisfaction for sin, that the believer 
in Jesus might be justified before God; this is 
commonly called justification : and that the be- 
liever in Jesus might be sanctified. In the former, 
the believer is restored to the favour of God ; in 
the latter, the image of God is restored to the soul, 
and this latter i^ termed sanctification. Justifica- 
tion constitutes a change in the Christian's relative 
situation ; sanctification is a real change wrought 
in the soul, carried on in the soul, and reflected in 
the life. For, man is by nature not only a child of 
wrath, but he is also born in sin. By nature, since 
the fall, man has neither a title to heaven, nor a 
disposition for heaven. Justification gives him the 
former ; sanctification produces the latter : and 
these two, justification and sanctification, are the 
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grand constituent parts of man's salvation ; — salva- 
tion from wrath, and salvation from sin. As justi- 
fication, by restoring us to the favour of God and 
all the rich blessings therewith connected, gives a 
title or right, yet of grace, to possess the kingdom 
of heaven; so sanctification is a preparation, a 
meetness for the enjoyment of heaven. These two 
are inseparable in the condition of every child of 
God : for he is not only a child of God, being 
adopted into God's family ; but he, as » child of 
God, bears the holy image of his heavenly Father. 
And here appears the rich wisdom of the Deity, 
and the grace of the Deity, in making a provision 
to satisfy divine justice^, that the guilty might be 
delivered from condemnation; and at the same 
time to remove the cause of that guilt, to destroy 
sin. Yet, in the application of this provision, there 
is this difference: a man is actually, fully, and 
freely justified as soon as he believes in Jesus : the 
man is sanctified but partially in this life, and sanc- 
tification is a progressive work. And we hold that 
as to man, his sanctification or his restoration to a 
full, perfect, and eternal holiness, that is, a fiill 
conformity with God's blessed image, is the ulti- 
mate object in which all the fair lines of redemp- 
tion's plan, meet and terminate; but as to the 
divine Being, the developement of his manifold 
wisdom and his manifold grace, as exerted and ex- 
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hibtted in the salvation of man, is the ultimate ob- 
ject. And we doubt not that the contemplation and 
admiration of this exhibition of God's msdom and 
grace, will fbrm a mighty and delighting portion of 
the saints' employment io the kingdom of heaven ; 
and will elicit their loud songs of gratitude and of 
praise through a long, a never-ending eternity. And 
the anticipation of that glorious employment, and 
of a full exemption from all gin, now exhilarates 
and excites the drooping spirit of the weary pil- 
grim, who, passing through the valley of Baca, 
makes it a pool, because of the sin that still dwel- 
leth in him. When, with the eye of fmth, we look 
forward through God's pramiaea and revelation of 
that holy state, we revive on a sudden, and seem to 
forget that we have a body of sin and a w^ght of 
sorrow. But, alas ! we are soon reminded that as 
" here we have no abiding city," so here we have 
no abiding joy : like St. Paul, who, after his descent 
from the third heaven, was buffeted with a mes- 
senger of Satan, the Christian, after the highest 
enjoyments of spiritual comforts here, soon finds 
that he is still in a strange country, and feels within 
the thorn of his old nature, — a renewal of the con- 
te^ between the carnal and the spiritual man. 

Ndw, it is to sanctification or meetnesa for hea- 
ven ihat the apostle refers in the text. Detach- 
ment from « tiiis present evU world," enters into 
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and forms a part of the new man. The love of the 
world and the love of God cannot dwell in the 
same heart; and the love of the world is that ido- 
latry which marks and evidences a heart turned 
away from God, a heart at enmity to God, a 
heart altogether unfit for heaven. The apostle in 
the text did not mean that Christ would take his 
servants ouf of the world as soon as they became 
his servants, or that he would immediately trans- 
late them from this world into the kingdom of glory. 
Our Lord did not pray that his disciples might be 
taken out of the world ; but that they might be 
kept from the evil.* Nor did the apostle mean that 
Christ would exempt his followers from the trials < 
and a£9ictions of this life. The true Christian, 
though a child of God, is not exempt from tribula- 
tions. But these tribulations, though numerous 
and heavy, shall work together for the believer's 
good. They are the salutary and necessary chas-^ 
tisements of a heavenly Father, " who scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth."* 

This world, considered as the natural world, or 
the work of God, is not meant by the expression, 
" evil world." The whole creation loudly pro- 
claims the wisdom, power, and goodness of God. 
The world, as it came out of its Creator's hand, 
was indeed " very good :'* and so it is still if we 

s John xvii. 15. *■ Heb. xiL 6. 

I 
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except sinful man and the consequences of sin. But 
this world, considered morally and in reference to 
its Creator and righteous Governor, is an ** evil 
world,^ through the sin of man. It is called an 
" evil world" on account of the sinful maxims, prin- 
ciples, customs, and pursuits of the ungodly which 
form the great mass of the human race. The world 
abounds with snares, temptations, sin, and sorrow. 
It *' lieth in wickedness." It is under the domi- 
nion of Satan; and he is styled '^ the prince of this 
world," and "the god of this world." "If any 
man," therefore, " love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him.'^* 

• They who " are of the world " are known by 
their spirit, their practice, their pursuits. " By 
their fruits ye shall know them." * They are not 
delivered from their vain conversation. They are 
" lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God." 
They are self-willed and perverse. They are " dis- 
obedient to parents ;" and disobedient to " the 
powers that be." They are " implacable," en- 
vious, " hateful, and bating one another." They 
are covetous. They pursue and idolize the world, 
its gains, its amusements, its honours. They are 
haters of God and of godliness. They are sabbath- 
breakers, drunkards, adulterers, extortioners, re- 
vilers, thieves. They are despisers of Christ and 

* 1 Jphn ii. 15. « Matt. vii. 20. 



OUR REDEMPTION FROM SIN. 171 

of his gospel ; and they trample beneath their feet 
his precious blood. They do despite to the Spirit 
of grace, by resisting his strivings, or by denying 
his person, and his influence on the mind of man* 
Their imaginations are vain. Their desires are 
corrupt: and when it is not convenient or expe- 
dient to gratify their unholy desires by actual 
transgressions, they fondly and sinfully feed their 
desires by their corrupt imaginations; they are 
selfish, contentious, proud, spiteful, blasphe- 
mers* 

It was to redeem or deliver us from these tem- 
pers, practices, and pursuits, that Christ gave him- 
self. It was " that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works."^ It was to destroy sin, to 
" destroy the works of the devil," ^ to eradicate 
from the heart of man its enmity to God, and the 
hateful passions and the corrupt principles which 
are but so many impure sources of the wickedness 
and the misery under which the " whole creation 
gxoaneth/' It was to implant and to cherish in 
the heart the love of God, as the true principle 
oi^ and the holy motive to, all obedience. And 
the faith which apprehends Christ's righteousness 
for justification, apprehends Christ's precepts and 
Christ's example as the rule of the inward and the 

7 Titus ii. 14. M Johniii. 8. 
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outward man. The faith which instrumentally 
jtistifies is a faith which effectively sanctifies : for 
it purifieth the heart.9 

And here a question of vital importance meets 
us all. Are we redeemed from the power of the 
aforesaid sins ? Are there any of the foresaid marks 
to be found upon you? If there are, permit 
me faithfully to say that you are of this world. 
Your outward conduct may be blameless in your 
own and the world's estimation ; but, ah I your 
heart is not right with God. Though called by 
the name of Christ, are ye not strangers to the 
power of his grace in renewing your heart unto 
holiness ? The world in some shape, engrosses 
your heart; it is your idol; it engages your 
love ; and " if any man love the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him." ^ 

Now, if the love of Christ, as manifested in the 
redemption of lost sinners, and revealed in his glo- 
rious gospel, does not draw your affections away 
from the world and transfer them to holy and 
heavenly things; — if you do not pray, and long, 
and labour for the destruction of all sin in your 
hearts and lives, — if your conversation is not in 
heaven, you may certainly conclude that your 
sins are not pardoned, that your hearts are not 
sanctified, and that, therefore, you are not pre- 
• Acts XV. 9. > 1 John ii. 15. 
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pared for the kingdom of heaven. What if death 
should overtake you in this state ? You would die 
in your sins, and sink into eternity under all your 
guilt, guilt aggravated by your neglect of salvation 
so freely and so frequently offered to you, " He that 
despised Moses' law, died without mercy ; of how 
much sorer punishment shall he be thought wor- 
thy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God ? "* 
Oh! search and try your ways: "Seek ye the 
Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him 
while he is near. Let the wicked forsake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts : and 
let him return unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him ; and to our God, for he will a buh 
dantly pardon." ^ 

But to those who are looking unto the Lord 
Jesus for deliverance from sin, from its power and 
existence as well as from its curse and punishment, 
this part of our subject affords much encourage- 
ment. You are daily wrestling with three pow- 
erful enemies, — the world, the flesh, and the devil. 
These, in turn or united together, violently assail 
you, and threaten to overcome you. Your con- 
test with them may be severe, it may have been 
long endured ; and . you feel uncertain of the issue 
of the conflict " Faint not in your minds f ' for 
greater is he who is for you, than they who are 
* Heb. X. 28. 3 ig, iv. (5^ 7. 
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agaicBt you. FreBume not to fight in your own 
Btrengtli, your own wisdom ; but go forward " in 
the strength of the Lord God ;" ' and make men- 
tion of his righteousness, even of his only. His 
strength is made perfect in the weakness of his peo- 
ple ; and by a happy experience do they find as 
St Paul found: " When I am weak, then am I 
strong." In dependence upon divine strength to 
support you, and of divine counsel to guide you< 
and with earnest prayer, strive to " perfect holi- 
ness in the fear of God :" ' and shortly your warfare 
will end, your victory will be guned, you will be 
" more than conquerors through Him who loved 
you ;"* and " who gave himself for our sins that he 
might deliver us from this present evil world." 
*P8. Ixxi. 16. 'SCor.vii-l. * Rom. viii. 37. 
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SERMON XIL 

ON THE CONNEXION BETWEEN FAITH AND 

OBEDIENCE. 

Heb. xi. 7. 

*' By faith Noah, being warned of God, of thii^s not seen 
as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of 
his house ; by the which he condemned the world, and 
became heir of the righteousness which is by faith." 

The faith which appropriates to its possessor for 
his justification, the righteousness which the Lord 
Christ hath wrought out, and '^ which is unto all 
and upon all them that believe,'^ is a faith which 
also effects a moral renovation of the whole man. 
The faith which instrumen tally justifies or delivers 
from wrath, is a faith which also sanctifies or de* 
livers from sin. The faith which embraces the 
Lord Christ in his priestly oflSce, is a faith which 
embraces him in his kingly ofiice. The faith which 
beholds Jesus agonizing and dying for sin, is a 
faith which views sin as an evil, a bitter, an ac- 
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cursed thing, — as the fertile source of all the evils, 
moral and punitive, which overspread the whole 
earth, and which feed the eternal flames of hell. 
Hence, the subject of this faith is so far from view- 
ing the doctrine of Christ's imputed righteousness 
for justification, as a doctrine which permits or 
authorises men to live as they list, if they only be- 
lieve, that in that doctrine he perceives how the 
holy law of God is magnified and made honour- 
able ; how lofty and unbending is that law, how aw- 
ful and indispensable is its sanction, how uncompro- 
mising is the divine justice, how certainly divine 
wrath, on account of sin, must flow in its righteous 
course, and fall upon the head of some victim or 
other, whether guilty by fact, or guilty by imputa- 
tion ; whether the original transgressor or the vo- 
luntary surety. Hence, he fully enters into the 
apostolic reasoning ; and with abhorrence rejects 
the damnable doctrine of antinomianism that we 
may continue in sin that grace may abound: 
'* What shall we say then ? Shall we continue in 
sin that grace may abound ? God forbid* How 
shall we that are dead to sin, live any longer there- 
in ?" While the true believer rejects the law as 
a covenant for life, he embraces the law as a rule 
of life, — ^he loves that law as a law which is holy ; 
as a law, to a perfect conformity with which, he de- 

* Rom. vi. 1, 2. 
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sires and labours to attain. Though he is not 
under the law as a covenant of works, he is " un- 
der the law to Christ" And the same Holy Spirit 
of God which opens the mind to perceive the broad 
extent and spirituality of the law, so as to cut oflF 
from the man all hope of being saved "by the 
deeds of the law ;" exhibits to the mind the excel* 
lency of that law, and sweetly inclines the will to 
choose it as a rule by which to model and regulate 
both the inward and the outward man : and the 
Christian can truly adopt the apostle's declaration ; 
" I delight in the law of God after the inward 
man." ' " Do we then make void the law through 
faith ? God forbid, yea we establish the law." ^ 

Of the connexion between faith and obedience, 
or of obedience as the fruit of faith, the apostle ad- 
duces several instances in the eleventh chapter of 
the epistle to the Hebrews. He commences the 
chapter with a brief definition of faith : and points 
out afterwards its power in regulating both the 
mind and the life of its possessors. In the text, 
the faith of Noah is adduced to exhibit the power 
of faith, as an operative principle of obedience to 
God's blessed word. " By faith Noah, being 
warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved 
with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his 
house; by the which he condemned the world, 

' Rom. vii. 22. See also Ps. i. 2. » Rom. v' 
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and became heir of the righteousness which is by^ 
fitith." Let us contemplate the faith of Noah, 

I. In its power ; 

II. In its fruit or effect, and, 
IIL In its reward. 

We propose to contemplate the fedth of Noah, 

1. In its power. 

Noah was warned of God of things not seen as 
yet, and being warned, he was moved with fear. 
What were the things not seen at the time ? They 
were the things which God threatened to bring 
upon an ungodly world, and which are mentioned 
in Genesis : *^ And God said unto Noah, The end 
of all flesh is come before me ; for the earth is filled 
with violence through them : and, behold, I will 
destroy them with the earth." ^ Noah believed 
God's threatening ; believed that God would destroy 
mankind, and he was moved with fear; he feared 
because he believed God's word. Here we see the 
influence of faith in producing fear. Noah was 
moved with fear. Such an event as destroying the 
world with a flood of water, would appear to human 
reason very improbable. Such an event had never 
been before heard of. Unbelief would argue, 
^< What^ can so good and just a Being as God 

* vi. 13. 
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is, destroy his works ? Can he sweep away into 
cruel destruction all his creatures ? Can it be that 
He who is represented as infinitely benevolent, will 
be so extreme to mark what is done amiss, as to 
inflict so dreadful a punishment on men for their in- 
dulgence of their passions ? Where can there be 
found enough water to cover the earth so as to de- 
stroy every living creature ? All this seems highly 
improbable : it is contrary to experience ; therefore 
we cannot believe it'* Thus might, and perhaps 
thus did^ the unbelieving, the ungodly, the scofier 
reason at that time against the word of God, 
and hardened themselves in sin. But Noah be- 
lieved God, fully believed that God would perform 
his word ; and, believing, he feared, — he was 
" moved with fear." 

The word of God abounds with warnings and 
threatenings to the ungodly. The wrath of the 
Most High is still proclaimed against all unrighte- 
ousness, all ungodliness, all disobedience, and all 
unbelief the root of disobedience. It is written : 
" The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all 
the nations that forget God.** « " Upon the wicked 
he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an 
horrible tempest ; this shall be the portion of their 
cup :" ^ " The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 

* Psix. 17. «Ps. xi. 6. 
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heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance on them that know not God, and 
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
who shall be punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory 
of his power." 7 As the unbelieving and the un- 
godly in the days of Noah, did not heed the warn- 
ing then given, but went on frowardly in the way 
of their own heart ; so do the unbelieving and the 
ungodly now disregard the awful warnings and 
threatenings in God's holy word. At those warn- 
ings they laugh and mock, as St. Peter represents 
their mad conduct : ^^ There shall come in the last 
days, scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and 
saying, Where is the promise of his coming ? For 
since the fathers fell asleep all things continue as 
they were from the beginning of the creation."^ 
Yea, they argue in their way ; " Can God be so 
cruel to his creatures as to punish them eternally 
for sin; or is it likely that God, who made the 
werld, will destroy it by fire? This is not pro- 
bable.'' 

Though the great mass of mankind thus disbelieve 
and despise God's admonitions, there are some who, 
like Noah, believe the word, and are " moved with 
fear.'* They fear the God who has proclaimed 

^ 2 Thess. i, 7, 8. • Ep. iii. 3, 4. 
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against man's rebellion, his righteous indignation 
both by his word and by his judgments. They 
flee from die wraih to come." Let us notice, 

II. The fruit or effect of Noah's faith. 
He ^^ prepared an ark to the saving of bis house ;'*' 
or, as it is recorded : << Thus did Noah ; according 
to all that God commanded him, so did he." ^ When 
God warned Noah of his purpose to destroy all 
flesh, he instructed and commanded Noah to build 
an ark * in which he and his fiimily might be pre- 
served alive. Of the population, under whose sins 
the earth then groaned, only one appeared to be 
righteous : that one was neither forgotten nor lost 
in the crowd. The eye of God was upon him ; the 
faithfulness of God extended to him ; and the love 
and power of God were engaged to save him. " The 
Lord knoweth them that are his.'' * No matter how 
obscure may be the situation of the godly man, he 
is ever under the broad eye of his heavenly Father ; 
and amid the confusion and overthrow of nations 
and of the world, the righteous, though solitary, is 
not forsaken : ^' Say ye to the righteous. It shall be 
well with him." « 

Now, as Noah believed the warning of God, and 
was Inoved with fear, so he believed the promise of 

• Gen. vi. 22. » Gen: vL 14, &c. 

' 2 Tim. ii. 19. ^ Is iii. IC 
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God, and was moved with hope : and fear of de- 
struction and hope of deliverance influenced him to 
build the ark. He was not discouraged from un- 
dertaking so great a work, — a work on which 
much labour and property must be expended. 
Here we see the effect of faith, of a true faith. 
Here we see how a man is moved by faith to obey 
the command and follow the instruction of the Al- 
mighty. True faith enables such a man to over- 
come all difficulties, — to deny himself — ^yea, to risk 
and sacrifice his property, his life, rather than dis- 
obey the will of God. Yet this faith actuates a 
man to move forward in the prescribed path of 
duty ; perseveringly labouring and patiently wait- 
ing for the promised and desired end. Does the 
word of God warn us of dangers ? The man who 
believes that word is influenced by fear, and he flees 
from those dangers. Does the word of God point 
out and promise a refuge ? The man who believes 
that word is moved with hope, and flees to the re- 
fuge. Does the word proclaim with awful certainty 
the doom of impenitent and unbelieving sinners ? 
and does the word exhibit the true and only refuge 
from that awful doom ? It assuredly does. They 
who believe make haste to ^^ lay hold upon the 
hope set before us" in the gospel The testi. 
mony of God, concerning his blessed Son Jesus 
Christ, as a Saviour, they believe : and Jesus Christ 
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as their Saviour, they receive. Upon him they 
rely. In him they trust : and so sure as they make 
him their refuge, will they be saved from all the 
threatened judgments of God. 

<' Noah did according to all that God commanded 
him." True faith produces obedience to all God's 
commands. To the Christian these " command- 
ments are not grievous." He feels not at liberty 
to elect some and reject others of the divine pre- 
cepts. " All thy commandments are truth," is the 
acknowledgment of every child of God ; and " I 
will have respect unto all thy commandments^^ ^ is 
his resolution. " I will shew thee my faith by my 
works." ^ That faith, or supposed faith which does 
not produce a holy, willing obedience, is a dead 
faith. <^ For as the body without the spirit is dead, 
so faith without works is dead also."^ In vain, 
then, my brethren, do you boast of faith, if 
your faith does not bring forth its correspond- 
ing fruits. Never forget that the faith which 
justifies also sanctifies, — it is a faith which worketh 
by love. O ! beguile not yourselves with dreaming 
of salvation, of being converted, justified, or elected, 
if you are not living in a holy obedience to every 
command of God ; if you do not renounce " the 
hidden things of dishonesty ;" if you are not up- 

' Ps. cxix. 151. ♦ Ps. cxix. 6. 

^ James il. 18. * James ii. 26. 
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right and honest in your religious profession, and 
in your worldly calling, in the sight of God and of 
all men : if you are not willing to deny yourselves, 
and even to sacrifice your rest, your ease, your pro- 
perty, yea, your own life, for the service and the 
glory of God What means that loud and noisy 
profession, what means that boasted faith, which 
leave the man wedded to his earthly delights, his 
covetousness, his idols, and which move him not 
towards high and heavenly things ? It is no better 
than the faith of devils. It deludes and destroys 
the souL ^' A man may soon deceive himself and 
think in his own phantasy that he by faith knoweth 
God, loveth him, feareth him, and belongeth to 
him, when in very deed he doth nothing less. For 
the trial of all these things is a very godly and 
christian life. He that feeleth his heart set to seek 
God's honour, and studieth to know the will and 
commandments of God, and to frame himself there- 
unto ; and leadeth not his life after the desire of 
his own flesh, to serve the devil by sin ; but settetb 
his mind to serve God for God's own sake ; and for 
his sake also to love all his neighbours, whether 
they be friends or adversaries, doing good to every 
man as opportunity serveth, and willingly hurting 
no man, such a man may well rejoice in God, per- 
ceiving by the trade of his life, that he unfeign- 
edly hath the right knowledge of God» a lively 
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faith, a stedfast hope, a true unfeigned love and 
fear of God. But he that casteth away the yoke 
of God's commandments from his neck, and giveth 
himself to live without true repentance, after his 
own sensual mind and pleasure — such a man 
clearly deceiveth himself and seeth not his own 
heart" "^ — " Deceive not yourselves, therefore, 
thinking that you have faith in God, or that you 
love God, or do trust in him, or do fear him, when 
you live in sin." 

We proceed to notice the faith of Noah, 

IIL In its REWARD. He saved his house^ and 
became heir of the righteousness which is by 
faith. 

Had Noah disbelieved the warning of God, or, 
believing, had he despised the instruction, and dis- 
obeyed the command, of God, he would have pe- 
rished with the ungodly. But he believed and he 
obeyed, and he was saved. His temporal deliver- 
ance or salvation from the destruction of the un- 
godly, was a striking emblem of his eternal salva- 
tion in Christ He " became heir of the righte- 
ousness which is by faith;" he was justified or 
accounted righteous through faith, with respect 
to the heavenly inheritance. Being, by faith, a 
member of Christ, a child of God, he was also an 
7 Homily of Faith. Part 3rd. 
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heir of the kingdom of heaven. They who are the 
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus, are heirs 
of glory, as the apostle states : <^ And if children, 
then heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Christ ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we 
may be also glorified together." ^ As Noah, by be- 
lieving and obeying God, was saved from the de- 
struction of the old world, and also became heir of 
eternal salvation, so all who believe God's record of 
his Son, and prove the reality of their belief by 
obeying God's revealed will, will be saved from 
wrath, and constituted heirs of eternal life. Noah 
in the ark was safe from the awful judgments 
which came upon the wicked, — he heard their 
bitter lamentations and wailings over their mad- 
ness, unbelief, and disobedience. He saw them 
vanquished by the arm of Omnipotence which 
they had defied. He beheld the threatenings which 
they had despised executed upon them in fiiU 
weight But he was safe. None of the evils 
came nigh unto him. And thus will it be at the 
last, every one who by faith cometh to Christ, 
is in Christ, is delivered from condemnation : and 
when the wrath of God shall be poured out on 
all the impenitent, the unbelieving, and the dis- 
obedient, then the righteous, like Noah in the 
ark, shall be saved from all evil : ** Only with 

' Rom. viii. 17. 
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thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of 
the wicked.'' * Would you, my brethren, be de- 
livered from the condemnation of the wicked ? — 
would you become heirs of everlasting salvation ? 
— O I flee while you may flee from the wrath to 
come ! Search the word of God, behold there 
an ark of grace provided for you; into that ark 
you are invited to enter. There is a sure refuge 
for you. There is " a hiding-place '' from the 
floods of divine judgments. Christ Jesus is that 
refuge. Embrace him by faith and you are safe : 
reject him through unbelief and you perish. 
The gospel reveals Him to you ; and the gospel 
ofiers to you his free and full salvation. 

We must just notice the consequence to others, 
of Noah's faith and obedience : ^^ he condemned 
the world." He condemned the men of that gene- 
ration. He did not as a judge condemn them ; but 
be left them without excuse, and by his conduct 
aggravated and ensured their condemnation. For, 
by his warnings he warned the ungodly ; and by 
his persevering labours in preparing the ark, he 
gave them a sufiicient proof of his certain expecta- 
tion that God would destroy the ungodly. His 
friendly admonitions and his work of faith did, pro- 
bably, provoke their hatred, their mockings and 
railings, just as we now see the consistent and per- 

» Ps. xci. 8. 
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severed faith and obedience of the Christian drawl- 
ing forth the revilings and opposition of the un- 
godly and the infidel. Noah, by his faithfalness 
and obedience to God, shone forth as a light 
among that dark generation ; yet was he unheeded, 
unrespected, and despised. His observers or neigh- 
bours loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were deeds of darkness. So it is now. 
The ministers of God warn and exhort, invite and 
persuade, the ungodly around them, to flee from 
impending wrath; yet their message, like Noafa'^s 
warning, is disregarded — ^mocked and reviled. The 
godless men of this generation see, they cannot but 
see, some few who are seriously attending to the 
concerns of their souls, who are through divine 
grace preparing to escape the condemnation of 
the wicked ; yet, like the unbelieving in the rial's 
of Noah, they laugh and mock at all this, as a 
needless trouble, as mere enthusiasm, as an indica- 
tion of mental weakness. But they see not the 
day approaching when their own certain calamity 
will come upon them, and when they will in the 
bitter agony of disappointment have to acknow- 
ledge : '^ This was he whom we had sometimes iti 
derision and a proverb of reproach. We fools 
accounted his life madness, and his end to be 
without honour. How is he numbered among 
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tbe children of God, and his lot among the 
saints.", 

The subject under our consideration is calcu- 
lated to minister the important question, whether 
you possess, or do not possess, that faith which 
worketh by love, purifying the heart and producing 
unreserved obedience to the precepts of the gos- 
pel, as well as the faith that embraceth the doc- 
trines and promises of the gospel ? The faith that 
leaves you dead in your sins, the faith that moves 
not your heart to choose the statutes of the Lord as 
your heritage for ever, the faith that permits you 
to continue in any known sin, the faith that leads 
you to " continue in sin that grace may abound," is 
not the faith that justifies, — is a dead faith, and no 
better than the faith of devils. Think you that Christ 
came to be " the minister of sin," by his obedience 
and suffering to deliver you from sin's condemna- 
tion, that you may indulge yourselves in sin ? If 
the man who, in the pride of his heart and relying 
on his own moral deeds, rejects Chrisf s atonement 
Bud Chrisf s sacrifice for sin, cannot escape con- 
demnation ; O ! what must be the fearful doom of 
the^man, who, by ^^ turning the grace of our God 
into lasciviousness,"^ into an occasion of sin, intro- 

* Wisdom of Solomon, v. 3, 4>, 5. This passage is not 
adduced as inspired scripture. 

* Jude 4. 
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duces and holds up the Lord Christ as ^^ the nunis- 
ter of sin/' as the abettor and approver of disobe* 
dience to God, and contempt of God*s word and 
commandments? Beware, brethren, beware of 
this damnable and damning doctrine, this demoral- 
izing notion, which represents sin as tolerable and 
tolerated through the sufferings and the death of 
the Son of God* 

The subject before us is calculated also to afford 
consolation to the believing and obedient disciple 
of Christ Through the medium of faith in God's 
word, you see the approaching destruction of ** this 
evil world," As you believe the record that the 
flood overspread the earth and destroyed all living 
creatures, except those in the ark ; so you believe 
that the predicted conflagration of this guilty world 
will take place at the appointed but hidden time. 
Through the medium of revelation, you behold the 
godless multitude arraigned before the last tri- 
bunal, and you see the righteous judge frown, 
and you hear him pronounce their dreadful and ir- 
reversible doom. But, through the same medium, 
behold the righteous safe in Christ, approved of 
God, and for ever delivered from the merited evils 
which will be poured out on the wicked. As 
Noah persevered in faith and obedience through 
the toils of many years while preparing the ark, 
so, be ye " not weary in well doing, for in due sea- 
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son we shall reap if we faint not"^ " Giving all 
diligence, add to your faith virtue ; and to virtue 
knowledge ; and to knowledge temperance ; and to 
temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 
and to godliness brotherly kindness ; and to bro- 
therly kindness charity. For if these things be in 
you and abound, they make you that ye shall nei- 
ther be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ But he that lacketh these 
things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath 
forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 
Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to 
make your calling and election sure : for if ye do 
these things, ye shall never fall : for so an entrance 
shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the 
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ"* 

« Gal. vi. 9. ♦ 2 Pet. i. 5, &c. 
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SERMON XIII. 



ON THE FINAL SALVATION OF THE 

CHRISTIAN. 

Rom. v. 10. 

" For if when we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son ; much more^ being recon- 
oiled} we shall be saved by his life.' 
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To have our hope or expectation of some import- 
ant event, established on a sure foundation, must 
greatly contribute to our comfort, by removing pain- 
ful doubts and fears which, in a state of uncer- 
tain^, always distract the mind. In all the chang- 
ing scenes of life through which we pass, — ^in*all 
the varied and multiplied afflictions which we are 
called to endure, — in all the spiritual conflicts in 
which we must engage, — nothing can impart to us 
greater tranquillity and stronger consolation, than 
the certainty of that undisturbed, everlasting rest 
which remaineth for the people of God. The as- 
surance of this rest is no where given but in the 
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\i70Td of God. It is in that blessed word that we 
learn the certainty^ and, in som6 measure, the nor- 
turey of our existence beyond the grave. It is in 
that word that we learn too by what means and for 
whom the glorious rest has been prepared and 
secured ; and what are the qualifications necessary 
for entering into and enjoying that rest. 

These subjects, of all others the most important 
to man, the Apostles pressed upon their hearers 
with unwearied zeal and diligence. And whilst 
they earnestly called the attention of heedless 
sinners to the one thing needful, — the salvation of 
their immortal souls, — they did not neglect to 
strengthen the weak, to raise the dejected, to com- 
fort and animate the desponding, believer. To all 
believers, weak or strong, young or old, their Ian* 
guage was, "Press on toward the mark ;" "be strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his might."* 

Encompassed and opposed as the Christian is by 
his powerful and insidious enemies, — the world, 
the flesh, and the devil, — and conscious as the 
Christian is of his own weakness, — no wonder if he 
is sometimes tempted to despair of final victory 
and a crown of glory ; and in the language of un- 
belief to say, as David said in another case, " I 
shall one day perish by the hand of SauL" * No, O 
Christian, yoii shall not perish. The great Cap- 

' Ephes. vi. 10. ' 1 Sam. xxvii. 1 

K 
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tain of your salvation Iwes, and he lives for ever; 
and be gives you this animating assurance, and it 
is animating indeed ! <^ Beoause I live, ye shall live 
also."^ Agreeable to this cheering declaration of 
the Lord Jesus, is the reasoning of the Apostle 
with which he endeavoured in the text to strengdien 
and comfort the Christians at Rome. ^< For if, 
v^en we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son, much more, being recon- 
ciled, we shall be saved by his life." These words 
point out to us, 

I. The state of enmity between God and 
man: 

II. The means by which God and man are 
reconciled: and, 

III. The final safety of those who are re- 
conciled. 

I. We notice the state of enmity between 
God and man : — " we were enemies." 

What Saint Paul here asserts of himself and the 
Christians at Rome, — ** We were enemies," — he as- 
serts of the Christians at Colosse ; " Ye were some- 
times enemies in your minds by wicked works."* 
But this state of enmity to the blessed God, was not 
confined to the Romans or the Colossians; it was 

3 John xiv 19. * Col. i. 21. 
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and it is still the state of all by natiire. In this 
epistle to the Romans, the depraved and wretched 
condition of mankind after the fall, is described in 
affecting terms. They were alienated from God, 
having no hope, and ^^ without God in the world.'' 
When our blessed Lord made bis appearance, the 
immoral state of the world was such as called louder 
than ever for some remedy. Not only had man- 
kind, generation after generation, sunk deeper and 
deeper in sin ; but all their philosophers, with all 
their boasted philosophy, had not been able to dis- 
cover the source or the remedy of the wickedness 
and wretchedness which had overspread the earth. 
The heathen nations, having forsaken the true 
God, invented and worshipped false gods ; and, as 
if to aggravate the guilt of their idolatry, and more 
grossly to insult the God of holiness, they chose 
for their gods some imagined heroes or creatures 
whose lives had been stained with abominable ac- 
tions ; and whose corrupt examples were most con- 
genial with the depraved mind of man. This was 
the state of the gentile world. 

Nor were the Jews, with all their advantages, free 
from the errors and rebellion against God, in which 
the heathen world was so deeply involved. Their 
history too presents to us a melancholy picture of 
man's depravity, perverseness, and wretchedness. 
Though possessing the oracles of God, signalized 

k2 
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by privileges, by judgments, and by mercies ; fenced 
and guarded on all sides with salutary laws, moui* 
tions, and directions, their hearts were bent upon 
backsliding from God ; and they walked frowardly 
in the ways of their own hearts. So that, whether 
we view the land of Canaan, — the land of God's 
peculiar people, — or the surrounding nations, the 
truth of the apostolic declarations everywhere meets 
us: *' Destruction and misery is in their ways;**** 
<< all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God :" " the way of peace have they not known :"" 
"the whole world lieth in wickedness."^ The 
world was deluged with iniquity : the people wan- 
dered and perished in thick darkness ; and, by 
their horrid advancement in transgression, they 
seemed to dare the arm of Omnipotence, — they 
seemed to bid defiance to the God of heaven and 
earth, and presumptuously to ask, as the impious 
king of Egypt once asked, " Who is the Lord that 
I should obey his voice ?"7 

It was in this deplorable condition of moral daik- 
ness, rebellion, and ruin, that the Lord Jesus 
found mankind when he laid aside his glory and 
came to redeem them. "The Sun of righteous* 
ness" a^ose on a benighted world ; but the world 
neither perceived his glorious splendour nor felt 
his quickening influence. Nay more, "he came 

* Rom. iii. « 1 John v. 19. ^ Exod. v. 8. 
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to his own, and his own received him not."® He 
came to lead them back into the fold from which 
they, like wandering sheep, had strayed. But 
what kind of entertainment did he meet with from 
the very people to whom he came on an errand of 
mercy and love ? Did they hail and receive him as 
the expected Messiah, their glorious deliverer? 
Did they render to him that gratitude, love, and 
obedience which his mission as their Saviour, and 
his exalted personage as the God-man, demanded 
from them ? No. His lowly appearance, his hum- 
bling doctrines, his holy commands, his just re- 
proofs and spotless life, — condemned their prin- 
ciples and their practice, and called into full ex* 
ercise the pride, the enmity, and the deep malig- 
nity of the human heart: they "crucified the 
Lord of glory." 

My dear friends, allow me here to observe and to 
press upon you the observation ; whatever ex- 
temal modification the human character may un- 
dergo through education or association, this is an 
eternal truth, recorded by an inspired apostle: 
"The carnal mind is enmity against God," 9 not 
simply at enmity, but enmity itself. Carnal or 
unrenewed men in all ages exhibit their hostility 
to the ways and authority of God ; and they are 
content with any notions, doctrines, precepts, or 

■ John i. 1 1. * Rom. viii. 7. 
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examples, which neither condemn nor thwart their 
carnal views, desires, and interests. 

I^ however, they be faithfully told that all the 
parade and pomp of their religious profession, aU 
the imagined and boasted excellency of their mo- 
rality,— all the loveliness of their disposition, — and 
all the bland refinements of their social habits ;•*— 
that all these will not justify them before God, — 
will still leave them in his sight but unrighteous 
and condemned, — ^if these humiliating truths be 
pressed upon them, then the pride and the enmity 
of the heart will soon appear. If they be told that 
in order to be accepted of God they must renounce 
all confidence in their own righteousness, and must 
place themselves in the humble posture of a trans^ 
gressor of God's holy law, and must receive Christ 
as their Saviour, and his righteousness as their own 
and instead of their own ; if you further press upon 
them the reasonable duty of making to God an en- 
tire surrender of their hearts and lives, and the ne- 
cessity of forsaking every sin, — if you press home 
upon them these truths of the gospel,*^then man'*s 
natural enmity "to the glorious gospel of the 
blessed God" will soon be manifest It will soon 
be evident that the " carnal mind is enmity against 
God ; for it is not subject to the law of Grod, neither 
indeed can be."' The doctrines of the gospel are 

* Rom. viii. 7. 
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SO opposed to human pride, and the precepts of 
the gospel are so spiritual, so extensive, and so 
uiifcompromising, as to excite in the natural man a 
determined opposition to God's method of justify- 
ing and saving lost man. 

But to heathen times and nations, sunk in the 
depth of idolatry, or the in&tuated Jews when they 
** killed the Prince of life," we need not confine 
this depravity of human nature, — this blindness of 
the understanding — this carnal enmity against God. 
It is by nature the state of all It is our own 
state. We are ^^by nature bom in sin and the 
children of wrath,^' is among those salutary instruc- 
tions which are imparted to our childhood. And it 
is in this awful state of rebellion and of ruin that 
tiie Lord Jesus finds us when he comes now by his 
word and Spirit to scatter from our minds the dark- 
ness of ignorance, to break asunder the ^^ chain of 
our sins," to destroy the natural enmity of the heart, 
of rebels, to make us willing subjects :-~in a word, 
to bestow upion us or apply to us the rich bless- 
ings which he has purchasied with his own preci* 
ous blood. This leads us to notice, 

IL The means by whIch God and man are 
RECONCILED ; " By the death of his Son." 

As God had to vindicate the honour of his law, 
and to manifest his inflexible justice, by the just 

' Church Catechism. 
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punishment of man's apostasy and rebellion, how 
could mercy be extended to the rebel without tio- 
lating the justice of the Most High ? As all the 
attributes of Jehovah are coequal, and as the exer- 
cise of one attribute cannot be arrested by the 
exercise of another attribute, how can mercy and 
justice, which are to each other so opposed in their 
nature, be fully exercised in reference to the same 
object ? In other words, how can sin |;>e adequately 
punished and at the same time pardoned ; how can 
God be just and the justifier of the transgressor ? 
We presume not to state with unhallowed flip- 
pancy, as we have with pain heard it stated, that 
the ^^ divine Being must adopt such and such a 
plan, that he could not have done otherwise than 
he has done.** Whatever the eternal God can or 
cannot do, we cannot presume to limit his wisdom 
or his power ; or determine what must, and what 
ought to, have been the channels through which 
his mercy and justice, his wisdom and power, might 
flow, and be made known to his church. We do 
know that a channel has been opened, through 
which have been made manifest the manifold wis- 
dom and grace of God. We do know that a plan 
has been devised and fully executed, by which 
mercy and truth, righteousness and peace, have 
embraced each other. And with this develope- 
ment we ought to be content : for this develope- 
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ment we ought to be thankful, and in this de« 
yelopement we heartily acquiesce. 

To the foregoing questions we reply, that, by 
transferring the guilt and punishment of sin to the 
innocent Lamb of God — the Lord Christ, who 
beca&ie our surety, — the demands of God's justice 
were fully answered, while mercy and pardon are 
extended to the guilty and miserable. This won- 
drous scheme of redemption was typified by the 
sacrifices slain and offered for the sins of the people 
under the Mosaic dispensation. The innocent vic- 
tim was put to death and offered for the guilty. 
These sacrifices were a sure index to the great and 
efficacious sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
^^ once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, 
that he might bring us to God."* He appeared 
to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself: and, as 
predicted by the prophet Daniel, ^^ to finish the 
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to 
make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in 
everlasting righteousness,"* which righteousness 
**is unto all and upon all them that believe." « 
Hence, " Christ is the end of the law for righteous- 
ness to every one that believe th."* 

When the Lord Jesus, expiring on the cross, 
bowed his head and exclaimed, " It is finished," the 

• 1 Pet. ill 18. * Dan. ix, 24. 

' Rom. iii. 23. * Rom. x. 4. 
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vril of the temple was rent in twain ; indicating 
that not only the middle wall of partition between 
Jews and Gentiles, but also the partition wall be- 
tween God and man, was broken down ; and that a 
way of access to God was opened for every returning 
prodigaL Christ shed his precious blood on the 
cross to extinguish his Father's wrath, provoked 
and kindled by man's transgression; and to pur- 
chase and secure for us miserable sinners peace 
with God, the favour of God, and every needed 
blessing here, and the eternal joys of heaven here- 
after. 

For a moment, my brethren, pause, and contem- 
plate the sufferings of the hord Christ for the sake 
of his enemies, his persecutors, his murderers, that 
he might reconcile them to God, — and you cannot 
but exclaim with wonder in the words of the be- 
loved apostle, ^^ Behold ! what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon usT^ ^'Herein is 
love, not that we loved God" — Oh ! no, " but that 
he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins," 7 and '^ hath reconciled us to him- 
self by Jesus Christ ;" »— " by the death of his Son f 
Will you who profess to know the Lord, and to 
<< have tasted that the Lord is gracious," and to be 
the objects of God's everlasting love, — will you not 

• 1 John iii. 1. ' 1 John iv. 10. 

• 2 Cor. r. 18. 
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tliis day bestow one look of wonder, of gratitude 
and love, on this amazing work of the Son of God ? 
Will you not contemplate this work of mercy and 
love, until your own hearts be melted down and 
moulded into a conformity with the heart of him 
who Iqved you and gave himself for you ? What are 
our hearts made of that we can speak and hear of 
these mysterious truths, time after time, with so 
much deadness, with so little profit, with so faint a 
desire, and so feeble an endeavour, to be partakers 
of «' this great salvation" ? Alas I what little return 
of gratitude and homage does the Lord Jesus meet 
with from his redeemed people ; and how amazing 
is the divine forbearance which bears with so much 
ingratitude and unfaithfulness ! But we proceed 
to state, what the apostle especially had in view, 

III. The final safety of those who are re- 
conciled: — "much more, being reconciled, we 
shall be saved by his life.^ 

The final safety or final salvation of all who are 
reconciled to God, is in the text inferred from two 
admitted premises, — each of which is quite ade- 
quate to sustain the doctrine stated by the Apostle. 
And we are not to confound the premises in the 
text, with the premise from which is drawn the 
disputed doctrine of the saints' final perseverance. 
This doctrine is inferred from God's purpose to 



1 



204 ON THE FINAL SALVATION 

keep from finally falling away from grace, all who 
had been effectually called to the knowledge of his 
grace and faith in him. Whatever may be our own 
opinion of this doctrine, to its support we cannot 
legitimately press the apostle^s premises in the 
text. It is one thing to assert that the Christian 
will be certainly kept from finally falling away, or 
that he certainly shall be saved, because God hath 
from eternity purposed that he should not fait 
away ; and another thing to assert that the Christian 
shall be saved, because, being reconciled to God, 
he stands in a new and dear relation to God ; and 
because Christ lives who died to reconcile God and 
the Christian. The Apostle's reasoning appears 
to rim thus: if God was so merciful and gra^ 
cious as to reconcile us to himself when we were 
rebellious enemies against him ; if when " we were 
children of wrath," he provided for us a full salva- 
tion ;— and if this great work was accomplished by 
the death of his Son; — how much more will he 
continue his lovingkindness and tender mercy to 
us, since we are now pardoned and ^^ accepted in 
the Beloved:" and since the Lord Jesus who died 
to save us, now lives and triumphantly reigns ? It 
surely seems to be a much greater effort of mercy, 
and much more wonderfid display of love, to 
adopt as children those who were rebels, than to 
continue that mercy and love toward them in their 
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new relationship, in their adopted state ; and espe- 
cially so since he who died to save them now lives 
to plead their cause : — *^ Much more, being recon- 
ciled, we shall be saved by his life." 

By the life of Christ, mentioned in the text, is 
meant, not his life during his sojourning upon earth ; 
but, his present exalted station on the right hand of 
the Majesty on high, where " he ever liveth to 
make intercession for" his people. Had death 
been able to detain under its dominion the Lord of 
life and glory, we should have been left in a pain- 
ful uncertainty as to the reality and efficacy of his 
work. In the language of sorrowful disappoint- 
ment, we should have had to say with his disciples, 
^< < We trusted that it had been he which should 
have redeemed Israel,'^ but he is gone the way of 
all flesh, — he is perished like other men, and the 
foundation of our hope is now taken away.*" 

Death, however, could not confine Him who had 
power over all things : ^' it was not possible that 
he should be holden of it^^ ^< Having spoiled 
principalities and powers, he made a show of them 
openly, triumphing pver them in himself." « Since, 
by his resurrection from the dead, and his ascen- 
sion into heaven, he has given assurance that he 
hath finished the great work which he came to do ; 
and since he is now on the right hand of God, 

• Luke xxiv. 21. * Acts ii. 24. » Col. ii. i-s. 
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pleading on the behalf of sinners the efficacy of his 
work, — to doubt his power and his willingness ^^to 
save to the uttermost," is to dishonour his name, 
his character^ and his office. Shall he who so glo- 
riously triumphed over his enemies, — who broke 
asunder the strong chain of death — and who de- 
stroyed the thrones and dominions of Satan, — shall 
he not rescue from these same enemies all who be- 
lieve on his name ? Yes, surely ! For upon the 
palm of his hand is engraven the weakest and 
meanest of his people. All their sorrows, tempta- 
tions, and wants, are under his constant care and 
attention, and he lives to supply all their need, — 
he reigns to conduct them to glory — to subdue all 
their enemies, and to confer upon them all the 
blessings of everlasting life. He is a compassionate 
High Priest, "touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities." ' 

By his resurrection from the dead and ascension 
into heaven, Christ has given a pledge of the resur- 
rection of all his members. He " is risen from the 
dead, and become the first fruits of them that 
slept*** He who quickened his own body and rose 
from the grave, will also quicken their mortal 
bodies, and raise them up at the last day. Though 
they may for ages be mouldering in the tomb, he 
will bring them forth on the morning of the resur- 
» Heb. iv. 15. * 1 Cor. xv. 20. 
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rection day. " The body of the CbristiSD is laid io 
the earth ; so is the root of the foirest and moat 
fragrant floner ; but neither of them perisheth for 
ever. Let but the winter pass and the spring 
return, and lo ! ' the faded and withered flower 
blooms, — the body, sown in dishonoar, corruption, 
and weakness, rises in glory, incorruplion, and 
power."" The Iiord Chriat will gather and unite 
tlieir scattered dust^ and form it anew in glorious 
bodies *' like unto his glorious body, according to 
the working whereby he is able even to subdue all 
things unto himselt"^ He will receive them into 
his everlasting kingdom, agreeably to that promise : 
" I will come again, and receive you unto myself 
tibat where I am, there ye may be also-''^ His love, 
his power, his frnthfiilness, are engaged to conduct 
and protect all who repose upon him. All the 
glorious attributes of Jebovab are the rock and the 
reftige of the Christian. 'Rescued from death and 
bell ; translated from a world of sin and misery into 
the heavenly kingdom ; and made kings and priests 
unto God for ever, — the redeemed of the Lord will 
eternally sing the praises of the Lunb : " Worthy is 
the Lamb that was slfdn to receive power, and riches, 
and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glorj', 
and bles^ng."^ The Christian, therefore, may *' con- 
' Bishop Home. * Phil. iii. SI, 

' John xiv. 3. ' Rev. v. 1?. 
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tinually look forward, and solace himself with behold- 
ing that day when his warfare shall be accomplish- 
ed ; when sin and sorrow shall be no more ; when 
sudden and everlasting confusion shall cover the 
enemies of righteousness ; when the sackcloth of 
the penitent shall be exchanged for a robe of glory, 
and every tear become a sparkling gem in his 
crown ; when to sighs and groans shall succeed the 
songs of heaven, set to angelic harps, and faith shall 
be resolved into the vision of the Almighty."^ 

Having pointed out the enmity between God and 
man,~^the means of reconciliation, — and the final 
safety of all those who are reconciled, we shall, by 
way of applying this subject, address a few words, 

I. To those whOi having Jled for refuge to the 
Lord Christy are reconciled to God, and have a 
^^good hope through grace.'" While your bright 
and glorious prospect beyond the grave, animates 
and cheers you ; while you rejoice in the salvation 
of our God, and while you are called the sons of 
God, — O ! do not forget the time when you were 
enemies to God, when you " were children of wratli 
even as others," and when you were making haste 
to final ruin. Let the review of your once awful 
condition keep you in the valley of humility. Let 
the consideration of what you now are, even the 
" heirs of salvation," stir up your love and grati- 

> Bishop Home on Ps. vi. 10. 
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tude to him who redeemed you, — who reconciled 
ydu to God. Let your gratitude and love be evi- 
denced by a holy life and conversation, that you 
may glorify your redeeming God. AndO! what a 
debt of gratitude and love do you owe to him who 
saw and pitied your miserably ruined condition ; 
who said to you in that condition, " Live f " who 
bath called you out of darkness into his marvellous 
light;"* who now supplies all your necessities; 
who guides you, by his unerring counsel, through 
all the dangers and intricacies of life ; and who, at 
last, will receive you into his glory.' Well may 
you sing, even in the house of your pilgrimage, 
" Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy 
name give glory, for thy mercy and for thy truth's 
sakc^s 

2. To those who are anadous to be reconciled to 
God and saved from the wrath to come*^ Do the 
guilt of your past folly and your present infirmi- 
ties so heavily press upon your mind, that you 
cannot look up with confidence and say, the Lord 
is *' become my salvation?'* Do you feel and con- 
fess with the penitent psalmist, '^ Mine iniquities 
have taken hold upon me, so that I am not able to 
look up?"* Under the multitude of your gloomy 
apprehensions and fearful forebodings, you may 

» 1 Pet. ii. 9. « Ps. Ixxiii. 24. » Ps. cxv. 1. 

Ms. xii. 2. ' «Ps. xl. 1? 
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rejoice, though with trembling. You are graciously 
invited and exhorted to come and taste of the 
waters of life freely. For you there is " a foun^ 
tain opened** — *^ for sin and for uncleanness ; ^ *^ and 
the blood of Jesus Christ deanseth us from all sin.'''' 
You, perhaps, are not content with the consoling 
declarations of God*s word. You are expecting and 
desiring some especial intimation that your sins are 
pardoned ; you look for some sensible proof of your 
acceptance with God. If so, you reject the record 
which God hath given us of his Son, — ^you refuse 
to credit the word of God, you substitute feeling 
for faith, and are seeking light and warmth from a 
fire of your own kindling. Take God at his word ; 
believe, rest upon the doctrines of the gospel, as 
the truths of the God who cannot lie, who cannot 
deceive. Believe that Jesus is able and willing to 
save you, repose upon him as an all-sufficient Savi- 
our, and you are in a saved state, you are re- 
conciled to God, you are ^' accepted in the Be- 
loved.** 

3. To those who lightly esteem the blessed state 
of being reconciled to God^ we would administer a 
word of admonition. You deny or disbelieve the 
existence of enmity between God and yourselves. 
You, therefore, are unconcerned about the means 
of destroying that enmity. You doubt or disbelieve 
« Zechar. xiii. 1. "^ i John i. 7. 
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the efficacy of those means. This is a proof of 
enmity, the enmity of the carnal mind which re- 
fuses to submit to the will of God, which refuses 
to be saved and blessed in God's prescribed way. 
The insubjection of the carnal mind to the law of 
God, is not a greater demonstration of that mind's 
enmity against God, than its rejection of the salva- 
tion revealed and offered in the gospeL It is as 
much the will of God " that you believe on him 
whom he hath sent,''^ as that you should obey any 
one of, or all the commands of the moral law. If 
you live and die without Christ, you live and die 
in your sins, you live and die in enmity against 
God. And what will aggravate your final con- 
demnation, beyond the condemnation even of the 
fallen angels, is, that you rejected the overtures of 
mercy made to yow, which were never made to 
them ; and despised the rich provisions of grace 
made for you and brought to your doors, — which 
were neither made nor designed for the fallen 
angels. 

® John vi. 29^ and 1 John iii. 23. 



SERMON XIV. 

ON THE CHRISTIAN'S TRIALS AND DELIVER. 

ANCE. 

Matt. viii. 23—26. 

" And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples fol- 
lowed him. And, behold, there arose a great tempest in 
the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered with the 
waves : but he was asleep. And his disciples came to 

' him, and awoke him, saying, Lord, save us : we perish. 
And he saith unto them. Why are ye fearful, O ye of 
little faith ? Then he arose, and rebuked the winds and 
the sea ; and there was a great calm." 

" Many are the afflictions of the righteous; but 
the Lord delivereth him out of them all,*"* were the 
confession and experience of the sweet singer of 
Israel The children of the Most High, though 
the objects of his everlasting love, are not exempt 
from tribulation ill this world. " The Captain of 
their salvation"* was made ** perfect through suf- 

> Ps. xxxiv. 19. * Heb. ii. 10. 
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ferings ;" and he has forewarned all his followers : 
*' In the world ye shall have tribulation ; but be of 
good cheer; I have overcome the world." » The 
Christian's tribulations are various ; but they are 
wisely adapted to the case and the circumstances 
of the man who is " exercised thereby.'' By trials, 
poverty, want, sickness, bereavement, or painful 
revolutions in the affairs of individuals and fami- 
lies ; by persecutions the most cruel, dangers the 
most imminent; and by deliverances the most sig- 
nal ; — our heavenly Father trains up his children, 
prepares some of them for eminent and useful sta- 
tions and services here, and for an elevated rank in 
glory hereafter. It is admitted that dangers and 
deliverances, prosperity and adversity, joys and 
sorrows, are common to the righteous and the 
wicked ; and that nearly the same things in this 
world happen to the godly and the ungodly .But, 
in the design and effect of these dispensations, 
there is a wide and important difference as to the 
two characters. To the godly, troubles and adver- 
sities are the salutary corrections of a tender and 
wise Father : to the. ungodly, they are indications 
of God's provoked wrath. While " all things work 
together for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to his purpose;"* all 
things work together for the more dreadful con- 

' John xvi. 33. * Rom. viii. 28. 
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demnation of them who hate God, — who abuse his 
mercies, despise his judgments, and remain impe- 
nitent While the righteous <^hear the rod and who 
hath appointed it,''^ the wicked grows harder, more 
perverse and rebellious against that God who in- 
flicts the stroke. In the administration of his go- 
vernment of the world in general, and of the church 
in particular, the very elements of nature, fire and 
water, ^ the earth and the stormy wind, fulfil his 
word, and execute his sovereign will. Let Him 
but speak the word, a deluge of water sweeps away 
an ungodly world, 7 fire descends and consumes 
the wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, ° the 
waters of the Red Sea divide themselves that his 
people may pass through on dry land,9 the earth 
opens and swallows up his enemies. Corah and his 
company, > the tempest arrests Jonah in his flight 
from his duty,' the fire shall not touch his faithful 
children, though cast into a burning fiery furnace;, 
and the boisterous wind and threatening waves 
shall cease at his command. ^^The wind and 
the waves obey him.*' " And behold there arose,"- 

&C.&C 

From the narrative contained in the text, we 
may learn, 

* Micah vi. 9. * Ps. cxlviii. 8. ' Gen. vii. 

• Gen. xix, • £xod. xiv. ' Numb. xvi. 

' Jonah i. ^ Dan. iii. 
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I. That the children of God are hot ex- 
empt PROM trials 5 

II. What their dutv is under those trials : 
aod 

IIL That God is ever at hand to sustain 
HIS people in, and to deliver them frou, their 
trials. 

I. The children of God are not exempt 

FROM TRIALS. 

The disciples of Christ embarked and launched 
forth with their Master. Could auy indulge the 
hope of a safe voyage, surely these iHends and 
compaDions of the) Son of God might reasonably 
have indulged such a hope. Calm was the sea, 
fair was the breeze, and, with the God of nature 
as their companion, safe, in all human appearance, 
was their situation. For awhile their little bark 
smoothly glided along. But on a sudden "there 
arose a tempest in the sea;" the wind and the 
waves seemed to conspire against them, and to 
threaten them with instf^t destruction. No ade- 
quate conception of the horrors attending ataging 
stonn at sea, can he formed by any one who has 
not been a spectator of so overwhelming a scene. 
Nor can even a spectator correctly estimate the 
terrors, the heart-rending anxiety, which Beize and 
paralyse the persons actually interested in such a 
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scene, while they are painfully suspended between 
life and death. To augment the fears of these dis- 
ciples, their Master in whom they reposed their 
confidence was asleep. All things seemed to be 
agunst them. 

These disciples were specially called to be the 
constant companions of the Lord Jesus; they were 
peculiarly favoured with invaluable privileges ; they 
were witnesses of his miraculous power ; they were 
to be so many pillars of truth in the church of the 
living God ; they were to go forth as the heralds of 
salvation: — and yet we find them in danger of 
sinking into the deep, they were giving up all as 
lost,—" We perish.'' 

In their case we may see that privileges how 
great so ever, stations though lofty, usefulness how- 
ever extensive, — yea, the peculiar favours of God, 
his lovingkindness, performing his work, will not 
exempt from trials and tribulations. By such a 
dispensation as this which, to us short sighted mor- 
tals, appears mysterious, the good of the exercised 
individual and the glory of God are promoted. 
For, ' 

1. TrialB and dangers have a tendency to hum- 
ble the Christian, 

Were the disciples of Christ selected from among 

. all mankind, were they peculiarly distinguished by 

privileges conferred upon them, were they emi- 
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nently the favourites of heaven ? They were. But 
were they not in danger of being lifted up with 
pride, of deeming themselves more than human 
beings, and of forgetting their constant dependence 
upon God, for all things in providence and in 
grace ? Did they not manifest unhumbled pride by 
assuming to themselves the exclusive right of 
casting out devils and of healing the sick?^ 
Were they not prone to lord it over each other, and 
to request pre-eminence in station 7* » They were. 
Spiritual gifts and distinctions, though freely bestow- 
ed, too frequently engender spiritual pride, unless 
counteracted by salutary corrections. If St Paul is, 
in a vision, translated into ^^ the third heaven,^' ^ if he 
is favoured with a glimpse of the unspeakable glory, 
be, lest he should be lifted up ^ through the abun- 
dance of the revelations," must be buffeted by the 
messenger of Satan, — he must have a thorn in the 
flesh to remind him that he is still upon earth, 
still human, and still dependent upon divine grace. 
Did St Peter, presuming on his own untried 
strength, declare his readiness to die for his Master 
rather than deny his Master ?7 Peter is allowed to 
make the experiment ; and the experiment proves 
his weakness and his folly. But mark the salutary 
consequence. St. Paul betakes himself to the 

^ Mark ix* 38. ' Luke xxii. 24. 

« 2 Cor. xiii. 1. ' Matt xxv. 35, 7r 
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throne of grace, and receives an assurance of sea- 
sonable support. St Peter is brought to repent- 
ance, humility, diffidence of his own power, and a 
happy experience of the forbearance, the love, and 
faithfulness of his divine Master. 

2. The Mala and dangers of the righteous^ prove 
and improve their faUh. The disciples were in so 
dangerous a situation, that no human deliverance 
could be wrought for them. They had seen the 
miraculous power which the Lord Jesus had exer- 
cised in healing the sick, in cleaning the leper, 
and in casting out devils. But, perhaps, their 
iuth had never been put to the test by their own 
personal wants and dangers. That danger and 
that deliverance, those wants and those seasonable 
reliefs which affect ourselves personally, make a 
more lasting impression and touch us more sensibly, 
than those do which affect others around us. When 
we see our christian brethren or our friends over- 
whelmed with various calamities,— sinking under 
their pressing burthen, — ^yielding to despondency, 
and long and painfully exercised ^ in the furnace 
of affliction," -*-we exhort them to put their trust iu 
God, — ^to cast their burthen upon the Lord, who 
surely will in due time deliver diem. But when 
we ourselves are brought into the furnace, — ^when 
one heavy stroke of affliction quickly succeeds an- 
other, — when all things appear to be against us, — 



TRIALS AND DELIVERANCE. 219 

and when God seems to shut out our prayers ; — 
then by painful experience do we find the weakness 
of our faith,— the instability of our confidence, — 
and the necessity of constantly and fetrently adopt- 
ing the prayer of the disciples : " Lord, increase 
our faith.'* We know not our strength or our 
weakness until it is put to the trial. With much 
sell-complacency we pride ourselves upon oin* sup- 
posed attainments to christian graces; and God 
chastens our folly, humbles our pride, and shows 
us to ourselves by some unseen and painful visita- 
tion. Brought, unexpectedly, into dangers, and 
seasonably delivered out of them, we are led to see 
more conspicuously ^* the fing^ of God ;" and past 
experience of his superintending care, of deliver^ 
ances and mercies, strengthens our confidence in 
God, and leads us, in our future trials, to commit 
our ways unto him, and to cast all our car6 upon 
him who careth for us;^ 

3. By painful trials^ dangers, and signal de- 
Hverances, God frequently prepares his servants 
for eminent stations and services in his church. 

The inexperienced soldier proves unskilful and 
dmid in the day of battle, while the ex{)erienced 
veteran who has braved many a danger, standgf tin- 
moved with terror, and with tri^d valour and 
skill meets and vanquishes his fuivancing foe ; or 

• 1 Pet. V. 7. 

L? 



220 ON THE christian's 

falls gloriously in the combat The disciples of 
Jesus, in the disdiarge of their arduous duties, in 
preaching the everlastiog gospel, in proclaiming 
the sovereignty of their divine Master, would have to 
encounter perils by land and perils by water, — to 
pass through much tribulation, — ^to endure perse- 
cution, — and to confront with death in its most ter- 
rific forms. The retrospect of former dangers and 
deliverances, would arm them with courage and 
confidence, — ^would strengthen their faith in their 
great Deliverer, — and would lead them in life or in 
death to <' commit the keeping of their souls to 
him in well-doing as unto a faithful Creator.^ ^ 
When opposed and persecuted by their cruel and 
unrelenting enemies, when dragged before kings 
and princes, when arraigned as malefactors before 
the Jewish council, for the name of Jesus, — the ser- 
vants of Jesus would know that he who had stilled 
the raging elements, could also still the madness of 
the people. In propagating the gospel of grace, in 
eradicating old superstitions and deeply-rooted pre- 
judices, the apostles would have to combat with 
Jews and Gentiles, — to attack and demolish the 
strongholds of Satan, to overturn the thrones and 
dominions of the ^^ prince of .this world,** apd. to 
establish and enlarge the kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ And, at length, they would 

• 1 Pet. iv. 19. 
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have to seal with their blood the authority of their 
mission and the truth of their doctrine. For so 
arduous a career, fraught with so many dangers 
and beset with so many diflBculties, it was neces- 
sary to inure to hardship and to strengthen these 
christian heroes. And thus does the Lord fre- 
quently discipline his servants, and qualify them for 
their respective stations and employments in his 
vineyard ; and, blessed be his name, he doeth all 
things welL We see, then, that the children of 
God are not exempt from trials ; and that trials 
are the appointed means to promote their own 
good, and the glory of their heavenly Father. We 
now proceed to point out, 

II. Their duty under those trials. 

The disciples, greatly alarmed with their danger 
and despairing of saving themselves, came to 
Jesus, ^< and awoke him, saying. Lord, save us, 
we perish.** In this application to the Lord Jesus, 
the disciples have left for us an example. In 
all OUT dangers, trials and sorrows, when " vain 
is the help of man," we are to flee to the only re- 
fuge, the Lord Jesus Christ If thick clouds of 
black adversity darken our path ; — if un'propitious 
winds and tempests on a sudden arise and sweep 
away our earthly props and comforts ; — if the sym- 
pathy and help of our best and dearest friends 
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prove but a broken reed ; — ^if lovers and friends even 
stand aloof from our stroke ; — ^if father and mother 
forsake us ; — we may safely venture to rest upon 
God, who to his beloved people is an unchai^eable 
friend : "a very present help in trouble."* We 
have his own gracious instruction and promise ^ 
^^ CaU upon me in the day of trouble ; I will de- 
liver thee, and thou shalt glorify me."' In our so- 
journing here we may have to wade through seas 
of trouble, and may have to say with the psalmist : 
^* Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy water- 
spouts; all thy waves and thy biUows are gone 
ov^r me." But we know who hath said : ^^ When 
thou passes through the waters, I will be with 
thee ; and through the rivers, l^ey shall not over- 
flow thee."* Our trials may be aggravated, our 
dangers may be magnified, our confidence in God 
may be paralysed, when our deliverer seems to be 
asleep ; when repeated supplications remain unan- 
swered. Then, in the language of impatience and 
unbelief, we are tempted to say with the psalmist, 
'' Will the Lord cast off for ever? and will he be 
favourable no more? Is his mercy clean gone 
for ever? Doth his promise fail for evermore? 
Hath God forgotten to be gracious ? Hath h^ in 
anger shut up his tender mercies?"* Good old 

' Ps. xlvi. 1. « Ps. 1. 15. » Ps. xlii 7. 

• * Is xliii. 2. * Pg. Ixxvii. 7, &c. 
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Jacob, in the bitterness of his soul for the sup* 
posed loss of bis children, exclaimed, <^ All these 
things are against me."^ Yet Jacob found it to 
be otherwise. The faithful have been tried and 
tempted, harassed and tormented, yet they com- 
mitted their cause unto God : they called upon him, 
and they were helped ; they trusted in him, and 
he delivered them ; they waited for him, and did 
not wait in vain. They may have waited long, 
their patience may have been exercised, their feel- 
ings subdued; but the Lord in his own due time^ 
and his time is the best time, showed them that he 
was ^^ not unmindful of his covenants" 

Now, in addition to trials and afflictions from 
without, there may be a tempest within, there miiy 
be a storm in the souL The multitude and mag- 
mtude of our past sins may rise up before us ; 
" the remembrance of them is grievous unto us ;" 
and we may justly fear that they will sink us into 
hell. " Whither shall I flee from thy presence 7" 
** Whither shall I flee from the wrath to come ?' 
may be the anxious questions uppermost in our 
minds. Doubts and fe&rs about our eternal safety, 
blasphemous thoughts and sore temptations, may 
continually harass and distract our hearts : within 
are fears, withoilt are fightings. We may be look- 
ing to the right hand and to the left, all refuge 

® Gen. xlii. 36. 
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fails us, no one seemeth to care for our souLt This 
is a sad state ; but even in this state there is a still 
small voice addressing us : ^* Come unto me, all ye 
that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.*'® We may cry out with the disciples : 
*^ Lord save us, we perish !" Let us repeat our 
requests: let us increase our impcNrtunitieB ; let 
us give Him no rest until he shall say to the 
angryelements; *' Peace, be stilL" Let us ap- 
proach the mercy-seat with the prayer of the 
psalmist: " Deliver me out of the mire, and let me 
not sink : let me be delivered from them diat hate 
me, and out of the deep waters* Let not the water- 
flood overflow me ; neither let the deep swallow 
me up, and let not the pit shut her mouth upon 
me. Hear me, O Lord; for thy lovingkindness is 
good : turn unto me according to the multitude of 
thy tender mercies. And hide not thy face from 
thy servant, for I am in trouble : hear me speedily. 
Draw nigh unto my soul, and redeem it; deliver 
me, because of mine enemies." 9 

In all their arduous undertakings, in all their 
difficulties, in all their dangers, these disciples 
called upon their blessed Master, their Captain, 
their Protector; and they experienced the fulfil- 
ment of his gracious promise : ^^ Lo ! I am with 

' Ps. cxlii. 4. • Matt. xi. 28. 

* Ps. Ixix. l-l^&c. 
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you alway^ even unto the end of the world."* This 
introdiiceS} 

TIL The consolino doctrine that God is 

EVER AT hand TO SUSTAIN HIS PEOPLE IN, AND 
TO DBLITER THEM FROM, THEIR TRIALS. 

^^ Then he arose and rebuked the winds and the 
sea; and there was a great calm." Jesus, how- 
ever, first of all, reproved the disciples for their 
want of &itbk They had given up all as lost; *^ we 
perish.'^ In their address to him, they betrayed 
an impatience and horror which showed the weak- 
ness of their faith and confidence. Their situation 
was indeed trying and alarming; but then they 
were under the protection of Him who has universal 
nature under his control ; and who had, on several 
occasions, proclaimed his divine power. While 
the sea was roaring and the tempest howling, and 
while death seemed inevitable, their fear was na- 
tural Religion does not make its possessors mere 
stoicsj does not destroy our natural feelings; but 
it regulates those feelings, and teaches us in all our 
dangers to rest on God. 

The Lord Jesus, having mildly reproved his 
disciples, rebuked the tempest, and it subsided. 
*' A great calm '' succeeded, and astonishment 
seized the disciples. A miraculous deliverance was 

' Matt, xxviii. 20. 
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wrought for them ; and they beheld, not only sick- 
nesses and diseases fleeing at hb command, but 
even the boisterous and turbulent elements obey- 
ing his word. 

The whole christian cbiMrch, its pillars, its foun- 
ders, were then embarked in. the tossed and Wr 
dangered vessel; and a storm threatened the de- 
struction of the whole ; but m that storm, and with 
that in&nt church, the great Head of the church 
was present Christ was in that ship, and never 
was a ship so richly laden ; never was a ship under 
a safer pilot: sooner should the jEeithomless deeps 
be emptied, sooner should the lofty mountains be 
ov^uraed, and aU nature tumble into ruins, than 
that; this small, infant church, of Christ should 
perisl). 

Many and violent have beea the storms of per- 
secution, which have suddenly risen against the 
church of God^ and threatened her with entire de- 
struction. But He who ^^ maketh the storm a 
calm, so that the waves of the sea are still," was in 
his church and protected her; and does protect 
her from the malice and the rage of her infuri- 
ated and implacable enemies. In her deepest dis- 
tresses, amid thick dangers, when the passions, and 
councils,, and forces of her ungodly enemies, like so 
many tempestuous elements of nature, conspired 
against her very existence, the church could still 
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sing : << God is our refuge and strength, a very pre- 
sent help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear, 
though the earth be removed, and though ihe moun- 
tains be carried into the midst of the sea ; though 
the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the 
mountains shake with the swelling thereof!^' * The 
same deliverance which God has so frequently and 
signally wrought for his church collective, he also 
works for individuals, members of his church, mem<> 
hers of Christ's mystical body* In all ages experi- 
ence proves this. In the scripture, numerous are l^e 
testimonies recorded by the &ithful of their deli* 
verance. The complicated and unparalleled trials 
with which holy Job was exercised, ended in a gra- 
cious deliverance and prosperity. " The Lord 
blessed the latter end of Job, more than his begins 
ning."^ David, the king of Israel, thus records of 
Umself : *^ I waited patiently for the Lord, and he 
inclined unto me and heard my cry. He brought 
me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry 
clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established 
my goings. And he hath put a new song in my 
mouth, even praise unto our God ; many shall see 
it, and fear, and shall trust in the Lord.'' ^ Again : 
<< This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and 
saved him out of all his troubles." ^ Daniel was 
delivered from the mouths of the lions. ^ The 

» Ps. xlvi. 1, &c. 3 Job xlii. 12. * Ps. xl, J *^«- 
* Ps. xxxiv. 6. * Dan. vi. 
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three holy chiklreDy cast into the burning fiery 
fiimace for their sted&stness in the fear and seiv 
vice of their God, were delivered, unhurt and un- 
touched. 7 Peter was reseued from the bands of 
cruel Herod by the ininistration of an angel of God.^ 
Fur the sake of St Paul,^ a whole ship's crew and 
jiassengers must be saved from a watery grave. 
Well, my afflicted brethren, this same Lord who is 
«o mighty to save and strong to deliver, is still nigh 
unto all that call upon him. Revolutions of nations 
may shake and subvert them, friends may prove trea- 
cherous« relatives may desert us, poverty, want, pin- 
ing sickness, painful bereavements, and various cala- 
mities may invade and try us ; but if God be for 
ui?, if we be his '^ children by adoption and grace," 
it matters not who or what is against us; no vicis- 
situdes can change the unchangeable God. If 
Christ be with us, we shall be safe. Our worldly 
schemes and projects may be frustrated, our 
brightest prospects may be blasted, our gourd 
which delighteth us may wither in a night, and 
our fortunes may be wrecked; but, O! let us 
keep close unto Christ, let us go to him, that 
we may not make a shipwreck of our faith and 
perish in unbelie£ He will save us, and will put 
a new song into our mouths. From a happy ex- 
perience of his gracious aid and seasonable deli- 
verance, we shall be able to adopt the triumphant 

' Dan. Hi. « Acts xii. * Acts xxvii. 
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language of the ohurdb : ^^Lo! this is our Ood; 
we hare waited for him, and he will save us ; this 
is the Lord ; we have waited for him, we will be 
glad and rejoice in his salvation." ^ 

1 . The subject suggests to us the Uessednesa ofaU 
who make God their refuge. Is he your refuge ? 
Do you by fsiith and through Christ repair to this 
refuge daily? Do you stay yourself on God? 
While you diligently use all legitimate means to 
avoid trials, or to be delivered out of them, do you 
still bear in mind that '^ the counsel of the Lord 
shall stand,'' and that his good pleasure concerning 
yon should be more strongly desired by you, than 
your own personal conveniency or interest ? With 
the prayer of faith do you commit your way to the 
Lord, and do you trust in him ? If so, it is your 
safety, your comfort, it will be your stay. He 
^^ shall be as a hiding place from the wind, and a 
covert from the tempest ; as rivers of water in a 
dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary 
land." « 

2. The subject also suggests to us the misery and 
foUy of those who are out of Christy without God^ 
and^ titerefore^ without a refuge into which they 
mayjke in time of trouble. The resources whence 
you expect safety and comfort, are but broken 
cisterns that hold no water : and in the time of 

' Is. XXV. 9. ' Is. xzzii. 2. 
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greatest need, they will &il you. : and liiey will pro- 
bably CeuI you in that hour when too late to seek and 
find the water of life. When your eyes are dosing in 
death, and your departing spirit is about to appear 
before that Gk>d whom you had despised, what con- 
solation can you derive from the gold and die 
silver, the houses and the land, the merchandize 
and the bubble reputation of this world, in which 
you trusted ? Alas I these will for ever elude 
your grasp, and will foUow you into eternity as so 
many swift witnesses of your idolatry, — your con- 
tempt of God and his holy word. 



SERMON XV. 



€« 



THE DEMONIAC HEALED. 

Luke viii. 35. 

Then they went out to see what was done, and came 
to Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the devils 
were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and 
in his right mind." 

How truly consoling to the Christian to know that 
the friend of sinners, is an almighty, ever faithful 
friend ; and that to him, as <^ head over all things," 
is committed all power in heaven and earth, to 
govern and protect his church, to bring many sons 
to glory, and, at last, to subdue all his rebellious 
enemies I When the believer reflects on the many 
wiles, and power, and activity of the devil to ruin 
souls ; and when he knows, as every child of God 
does really know, that his own strength is but 
weakness, — he would shrink from the spiritual con« 
flict, were he not under the care and protection of 
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the great Captain of our salvatioii. Fighting 
against his spiritual adversaries, under this Capr 
tain, the Christian becomes more than a conqueror. 
And who is this Captain that leads his little band 
in the wilderness to certain victory? Why, no 
other than the Lord Jesus Christ, who hath spoiled 
the principalities and thrones of the prince of dark- 
ness. Yes, my timid and weak brethren, the Lord 
Jesus, the eternal Son of God — the blessed and 
compassionate Saviour of the lost, reigns over the 
god of this world, — the prince of the power of the 
air. And this same Jesus, hear it, ye weak and 
trembling Christians, this same Jesus delivers fully 
and for ever his people from the snares and power 
of the devil: and this same Jesus, hear it and 
tremble, O hard and stout-hearted sinners, this 
same Jesus will be as a roaring lion of the tribe of 
Judah, to tear and devour his unreconciled ene* 
mies. He it is who binds the strong one, destroys 
his tyranny, and dispossesses him of his usurped 
dominion. This he frequently did in the presence 
of multitudes ; and even his malicious enemies couki 
not deny the fact That evil spirits possessed some, 
individuals, so as to torment both their minds and 
their bodies, and that they grossly deluded others, 
there can be no doubt : for it is evident both from 
the scripture and profane history. They were per- 
mitted to possess the heathen oracles ; and to an- 
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swer those who went to consult those oracles. It 
is remarkable that after oiir Saviour's appearance 
on the earth, the oracles could not, as usually, 
answer the questions proposed to them. 

In the history, of which the text forms a part, 
we have an affecting account of a man, possessed 
and grievously tormented by a legion of devils. 
The Lord Jesus, who went about continually doing 
good, had compassion on the man; and with a 
divine authority commanded the evil spirit to come 
out of him; and the poor, distracted man was 
efiectnally delivered from the fury and tyranny of 
the devil. <* Then they went out to see what was 
done; and came to Jesus, and found the man, out 
of whom the devils were departed, sitting at the 
feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind." 
WhQe the whole of the narrative exhibits to us the 
ditine power of Jesus, his compassion and good- 
ness, the words of the text point out to us the 
great and visible change of the demoniac. This 
change is characterised by three marks, to each of 
which we invite your attention. 

I. The STATE OF HIS MIND ; HE WAS ^^ IN HIS 
RIGHT MiND :" 

II. His POSITION AND SITUATION ; HE wAs " SIT- 
TING AT THE FEET OF JESUS." 

III. He WAS "CLOTHED." 



234 THE DEMONIAC HEALED. 

The subject before us conveys to us, indiTiduaUy, 
important admonitions and instruction : for it beara 
upon our moral and religious condition and cha- 
racter. 

1. We notice the state of the man's mind. 

He was ^^ in his right mind.*' This implies, and 
indeed the history clearly shows, that, prior to this, 
he was not in his right mind. The evil spirit both 
tormented his body and distracted his mind. He 
was an object of astonishment and dread to all who 
beheld him. So powerfully was the evil influence of 
the devil exercised upon the man, that he abode in 
no place. A nuserable spectacle truly ! He was 
literally led captive by Satan at his wilL And, my 
brethren, under whose influence do the men of this 
world live, whose work are they doing, whom are 
they willingly serving ? Is it not the prince of this 
world, — " the spirit that now worketh in the chil- 
dren of disobedience ? " He who committeth sin 
is of the devil: for the devil sinneth from the 
beginning." ^ Thus did the Lord Jesus charge the 
unbelieving Jews ; " Ye are of your father the devil ; 
and the lusts of your father ye will do.'' ^ Similar 
is the description which St Paul gives of the Ephe- 
sians, himself and others, in their natural state, as 
walking *^ according to the prince of the power of 

* 1 John iii. 8. » John viii. 44. 



THE DEMONIAC HEALED. i?35 

the air.'' And what truly is the conduct and pur- 
suit of every unrenewed man, woman, and child, 
but a walking *^ according to the course of this evil 
world," — minding earthly things, following and 
adopting that wisdom which cometh not from above, 
and is earthly, sensual, and devilish? All man* 
kind, as you are frequently reminded, are divided 
into two parties : one of these parties are the chil- 
dren of God, and are bom again ; the other party 
comprehends the children of the wicked one, who 
are in their natural state, and are ^ the children of 
wrath.'* Between these two there is no interme- 
diate party, any more than there is an intermediate 
state between heaven and hell, which feigned inter- 
mediate state has been not inaptly denominated, 
^< the paradise of fools.*^ The distinction between 
these two parties is drawn by an apostle ; ^^ In this 
the children of God are manifest, and the children 
of the devil; whosoever doeth not righteousness is 
not of God ; neither he that loveth not his bror 
ther." * You, my dear brethren, you and I are, at 
this moment, either the children of God, or the 
children of the devil. We beseech you to examine 
and prove to which of these two parties you be- 
long. 

This poor man abode not in any house, but was 
led or driven up and down by the evil spirit that 
possessed him. And what account does the scrip- 

» 1 John iii. 10. 
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ture give of sinners, of all sinners ? They are the 
willing slaves of Satan, " taken captive by him at 
his will." Let Satan but paint or dress up some 
sin, and present it to the sinner, and it captivates 
hinu Let Satan but beckon to the wicked, and 
they soon take the signal, and follow him, though 
the path terminates in eternal perdition. The 
devices of Satan are many, and his power is great 
to ruin poor souls. He has a temptation adapted 
to the peculiar taste, and constitution, and cir- 
cumstances of every person ; — 



(( 



Sin, when view'd by scripture light. 
Is a horrid, hateful sight ; 
But when seen in Satan's glass, 
Then it wears a pleasing face." 



Poor, blinded and infatuated mortals ! They will- 
ingly and cheerfully serve the most cruel and 
tyrannical master; and what is their reward? 
Alas ! everlasting death, or eternal torment in the 
lake that burneth with fire and brimstone. What 
is sin but a moral madness — the highest madness ? 
Be not surprised when ye are told that all who live 
in sin, live in moral madness. Living without God, 
the author and giver of all good, serving divers 
lusts and pleasures, minding earthly things as their 
supreme good, they are, as to spiritual and eternal 
things, as far from a right state of mind, as this 
poor demoniac was in reference to temporal things. 
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If in these'tim^s of temporary difficulty, which so 
heavily presses ou the industrious and poor class, 
you were to place before a man in difficult circum- 
stances, a heap of gold on the one hand, and a few 
fading flowers on the other hand ; if he were per- 
mitted to choose the one or the other ; and if he 
were to choose the flowers and reject the gold, 
though himself and family were pining away 
through lack of bread, what would you think of 
the man's conduct? Would you think that his 
conduct indicated sanity of mind? No. You 
would think it indicated madness, fiut what is 
such madness which would influence a man to 
perish with hunger when surrounded with abund- 
ant means of relief, in comparison with your mad- 
ness in turning your backs upon the substantial 
and eternal riches of grace and glory ; in grasping 
the fleeting, deceitful things of this world ; in pre- 
ferring hell to heaven ; and in preferring the so- 
ciety of devils and damned spirits, to the society of 
the holy angels and *^ the spirits of just men made 
perfect"? 

If you saw a criminal, condemned to die, refuse 
to receive a free pardon, life, and liberty, would 
you not account his refusal a piece of folly ? But, 
ah ! what folly can equal the folly of those who, — 
under the righteous condemnation of the law of 
God, and doomed to eternal death,— reject a free 
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and fiill pardon of all their transgressions ? If you 
saw a condemned criminal led out to execution, 
and if on so awful an occasion he were to dance 
and sing, would you not conclude that he had lost 
his reason ? But, alas I how devoid of reason and 
reflection must you be who are passing onward to 
death and judgment, with carelessness and mirth ? 
For, to the unpardoned, the unrenewed sinner, 
what is . this world with all its glories, but a con- 
demned cell out of which he will be dragged by hie 
executioners into hell, where he must suffer *< the 
vengeance of eternal fire" ? 

Again, if you saw a person surrounded with 
abundance of the most wholesome food, refuse to 
take any, and pine away with hunger, would you 
say that he was in his right mind ? Surely not^ 
Yet you refuse to receive and five upon the hea- 
venly manna, the bread of life, and the living 
water, though they are freely offered to you. Your 
poor souls are perishing, not because there is no 
spiritual food for you, not beoause you are not 
welcome to eat and drink abundantly : but because 
you disdainfully reject that food. Here is a rich 
provision made to satisfy and to nourish iinto life 
eternal, every soul ; and yet you loathe this gradous 
provision, and turn away from it O ! in the annals 
of mental aberrations, is there recorded any mad- 
ness equal to this? 
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One striking symptom of madness, is the loud 
boast which persons of disordered mind, make of 
their property, their fine estates, their sceptre, 
their crown, their fine horses, and splendid reti- 
nuesy while they are living almost in want, or upon 
the bounty of the benevolent. To possess and en- 
joy such dignities, they have neither title nor qualifi- 
cation. And, oh ! what numbers of nominal Chris- 
dans are to be found who boast of their religion, 
imagine themselves the favourites of heaven, and 
heirs of glory, while they have no title to, no 
qualifications for, these glorious possessions; but 
they are at enmity with God, and *^ dead in tres- 
passes and sins.^' 

But for tJiis species of awfiil madness, is there no 
remedy, is there no physician ? Yes, blessed be 
6od» there is a sure remedy provided. There is a 
Physician botha ble and willing to remove this pre- 
valent disease of the human mind. He who re- 
stored the poor demoniac to his right mind, has 
healed multitudes of disordered sinners. He is die 
only, the great Physician. And how does he bring 
a poor, deluded sinner to his right mind? He 
does this by various means, — ^means adapted to the 
end. He frequently makes his providential deal- 
ing instrumental to bring the careless to serious 
reflection ; but this alone does not convert the 
souL In taming from darkness unto light, from 
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siii'unto holinftss, the woi^d of txbd is the feistru- 
tnent. Providence frequently prepares' 'the'Wsly, 
prepares the' heart to receive the wbrtt 'jusr as 
breaking up the ground prepares it fbt^ -tite ^6M ; 
but it is tiie word of Ood which cv^ntertetlf l!he 
floul, and giveth light to the mindl^ ' Sometiiiies, 
when the sinner is furiously dimng tb^ the 
broad way that leadeth to destruction, Ood ineets 
him on the way, and stays his mad' ca^eet 6f rebel- 
lion and ruin. He surprises him in d)e I^AeH; 6f 
his folly; lays upon him a heavy stroke'' of his 
chastening rod. The man, thus arrested,' "begins 
to consider his ways, and the end of his ways. 
Sometimes the Lord impresses upon the mind a 
deep conviction of sinfulness and danger ; and the 
man cries out, " What must I do to be saved?* 
But whatever means God may at first use to bring 
a sinner to his right mind, the word of Gt)d is th^ 
only instrument to convince of sin, to humble tile 
sinner, to lead him to Christ, and to point out the 
way of holiness. It is the word of God that shows 
the awful reality of eternal things. It is the word 
of God which points out to man his sinfulness; 
misery, and danger. It is the word of God tli^ 
describes the evil nature and dreadful eons^t(^n<2e 
of sin. It is the word of God that e&hibit«llhr'the 
only aad sure refuge for every repeafan^ sitttter. 

^ Ps. xix. 7> 8. 
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It ia the word of God .that gives the true estimate 
of present things and eternal things. It is the 
word of God that eonverteth the soul. This is the 
incorruptible seed by which we are begotten again 
to a lively hope. By that precious word minis- 
teired unto you, God speaks to you, calls to you, 
expostulates with you ; " Turn ye, turn ye, why 
will ye die ?" Yet, why do so many remain, year 
after year, deaf to that word ? It is because the 
word is to them a dead letter. Their minds are 
filled with cares and worldly idols. They pursue 
" lying vanities.'*^ They " forsake their own 
mercy." 

But when the Lord the Spirit applies the mes- 
sage of God to a man's own case, that man begins 
to think and act for eternity. He sees the empti- 
ness of all below. He is now convinced that the 
world, with all its boasted honours, is rapidly pass- 
ing away ; that he himself is hastening to eternity; 
that he has a soul of greater value than all the 
world ; that the present life is the only period to 
save that soul; that with him the day of life is far 
spent ; that he has a great work to do ; and that he 
must either secure heaven or sink into hell. Now 
the man comes to himself; and until now he has 
been playing the part of a madman ; has been wan- 
dering among the dead in sin, just as the man, of 

^ Jonah ii. 8. 

M 
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whom we read in the context, wandered among the 
tombs. We proceed to notice^ 

II. The position and situation of the demo- 
niac : he was " sitting at the feet of Jesus.*" . 

Before the happy change had been effected, he 
did not abide in any house, but among the tombs. 
He was hurried up and down by the devil. He 
had no resting place ; but he was a wretched, for- 
lorn wanderer: an object truly pitiable. What 
sight on earth would be more affecting and dis- 
tressing than that of a neighbour, a dear friend, or 
a near relative, wandering up and down, led or 
driven by an evil spirit ? Yet, there are sights far 
more affecting than that. For, where is every man, 
and what is he doing, before he is changed by the 
grace of God — before he is brought to his right 
mind ? He is wanderiug among the congregation 
of the dead. He has no true resting-place. He 
has no solid, lasting peace. He roams up and 
down the wilderness of this world, in quest of 
happiness, and finds none,— -none that really de- 
serves the name of happiness. He turns from 
one created object to another; he frequently 
changes his idols ; yet every creature, every idol 
imparts not to him that lasting satisfaction which 
he seeks. Men, having forsaken the fountain of 
living waters, are constantly hewing out for them- 
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selves broken cistoms that can bold no water.^ For, 
what does the man oi this world desire and pursue 
as the supreme good ? The covetous miser digs 
for gold and idolizes wealth. The vain and am- 
bitious pants to be idolized by his fellow-worms. 
The proud climbs up to some lofty pinnacle whence 
he may look down upon his fellow-mortals. The 
man of pleasure seeks his gratification among gay 
companions and in scenes of dissipation, cruelty, 
debauchery, and midnight revels. In a word» 
every one has some favourite object, some path in 
which he delights to tread. Men's objects and ways 
are various ; but they all estrange the heart from 
God ; all drive men up and down, like the poor 
demoniac driven among the tombs. 
. The change wrought in the poor man, as re- 
corded in the chapter before us, is striking. Being 
restored to " his right mind," he quietly sat at the 
feet of Jesus. ** They found him. sitting at the 
feet of Jesus." His position now was that of rest . 
and his situation was one of deep interest. He 
was quietly listening to those gracious words of in- 
struction that flowed from the lips of his blessed 
deliverer. In those times and in that country it 
was, as it seems, the custom of. the scholar to sit 
doi/m at the feet of the teacher. Thus, St Paul 
tells us, that he was brought up at the feet of Gama- 

« Jer. ii. 13. 

M 2 
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lie], a learned master in Jerucalen. And ve.ncai^ 
that this poor iii£d, who ba^l been funously; dpnmfi 
by the devil, a tenor to those who saw bim, quied$ 
sat with humble teachableneeB at the feet of Jesus. 
When the formerly careleu and mad wand^'^ 
after tbiB world's vain bubbles, is iiodar the ^utary 
influence of divine grace, where is he to be found, 
and what is he doing ? Is he to be found mmong 
his former ungodly companions ? Ishetobefwnd 
sitting at his cups, and listening to tjie " comipt 
communicatioD," the lewd songs of the djrunkard 
and the pro&ne ? Is he to be found among those 
who blaspheme the name of Crod ; who mock at 
Beriousriess, revile the word of God, scoff at reli- 
^on, and destroy souls ? No. He is to be found 
" sitting at the feet of Jesus," receiving the instruc- 
tion which the gospel of Jesus imparts ; watchio^ 
daily at wisdom's gates, and wuting at the posts of 
wisdom's doors.' Is he to be found amoQg those. 
who break and pollute the sabbath of the Lord of 
hosts, by following their worldly business or their 
" own pleasure " on that holy day ? No. He is 
to be found in the court of the Lord's bouse, wait- 
ing to hear what God the Lord wUl say unto tarn 
by the diviito word,8 He becomes a companion of 
all those that fear God and keep his commandr. 
ments.* He now delights in the society of those 
' ^'°^' "■"'■ ^*- ' Ps. UsxT. 8. • Ps. cxii. «S. 
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ki^ t1^^ ex<!fellent of the darth,i whdm he formerly 
hkteS^ Sitid vevited Hft needlessly precise or super- 
stitibtisly religious. This is truly a great and an 
itnportitit change in the history of a man : and it 
is a change wrought by the same gracious power 
that was put forth to restore to " his right mind " 
the ittan' mentioned in the text 

'IB^dfc'ifae op^n and notorious paths of sin in 
which multitude^ alas I wander and perish, being 
led captives Y^ Satan at his will, there are by-paths 
in which many walk " who profess and call them- 
s^[tM Christians.** " There is a way which seem- 
eth right unto a man ; but the end thereof are the 
ways of death." ^ Satan transforms himself into an 
angel of light' that he may seduce the unsuspect- 
ing and sincere inquirer after the truth ; and by 
Ms transformation does he succeed in drawing 
aside many who once ran well. He cares not, pro- 
bably, iow he may destroy souls ; whether by en- 
ticing B^en into open profligacy, or by leading them 
to follow ** cunningly-devised fables;" whether by 
prevailing on men to reject religion, or by seducing 
them to embrace a false religion. 

But the man who really, sincerely, and humbly 
seekb the truth in God's appointed way, and in de- 
pendence upon God's guidance, will not give heed 

> Ps. xvi. 3. ' Prov. xiv. 12. 

' 2 Cor. xi. 14. 
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to deceivers, will not follow tbd crafty inventions 
of those ** who lie in wait to deceive.** He is te&cb* 
able and humble ; and he receives with meekncsss 
the engrafted word which is able to save bis ' sdul. 
He finds that blessed word fulfiiled: **good and 
upright is the Lord, therefore will he teach mn* 
ners in the way/'* He sits at tfie feet of Jesms, 
whose* words show him the path of life. Tbe third 

in. Particular to be noticed in the man's 

CHANGE IS, HE WAS " CLOTHED.*" 

The man, while possessed and tormented by the 
devil, not only wandered np and down as a nriser^ 
able outcast fi-om society, but he was a -•♦ naked*^ 
wanderer. He was exposed to all the vicissitudes of 
weather, to heat by day and cold by night, to wet 
and drought. What a striking yet affecting^ em- 
blem of the soul of that man whose sins are unpar* 
doned,-^destitute of that righteousness -^ which 
is imto all and upon all them that believe;^ and 
without which the soul is exposed to the piercing 
arrows of God's wrath ! You may see multiluiies 
walk up and down in their gay and expensive cloth- 
ing, while their poor souls have no covering/ no 
shelter « from the wrath to come/' Th6y tbmk no- 
thing 6f expending vast sums of money, aad of 
wasting much of their time, t6 adorn their perish- 
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ing persons, wbich will soon become food for 
worms. But they will devote no time, bestow no 
laboxlTy to <« be found in Christ,'^ and to be clothed 
with his comvplete righteousness : or tonimitate bis 
holy example by following peace and holiness. 
They can often look in theur glasses to see and ad« 
mire' their beauty, and their ornaments; but can 
find no 'time to- look in their bibles, or to look in- 
wardly at the condition of their poor souls. My 
brethren, make the word of God your mirror : look 
into it, and look 'to the state of your souls; for in 
that word, as in a faithful glass, will you find the 
iiimiiliating truth, that as to spiritual and eternal 
things, you a^e, in God's sight, poor, md wretched, 
blind, and naked.' 

The pride of dress, the ^most common to rich and> 
poor, appears the most inconsistent. For what are 
our garmaiFts but badges of our shame, a sad me-^ 
mento of man's 'fall and ruin? Our dresses, in- 
stead of ministering fuel to our pride, should hum- 
ble ouf^ hearts by reminding us of our sinfulness. 
Beside, these clothes must soon be exchanged for a 
winding-sheet; and our mortal frames must be re-^ 
manded> to their native - dust. 

The demoniac being healed, sat at the feet of 
Jesus, ^' clothed." When the prodigal son returned 
home, &mished and with tattened garments, bis 

« Rev. ill* 17. ^ 
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pUying and forgiving fatb<^r coq[)iaapcle4 jtih^ j^^t 
robe to be put on him. Take ayf^, jiiie\^^fy.gg^ 
meat, aad .clothe him with a chaiige.pf.raj^^i- 
There is a clothing which we alloe^j ai|d^th^^^ji3 
«^the righteousness of God,.,wbicdtliis. byj,fi^t}lj^.<:/ 
Jesus Christy unto all and upon all th/^^ |l^t.^ 
lieve.^^ It is algo true holiness f—r" tJie> o?3pa(^g|^ 
of a meek and quiet spirit." In a word>.,^bfpf^ ^VRf? 
sinjier is renewed by the grace of God^h^i^s ^M^fl^ 
and adorned with all the graces of ther^oLy^Spji^ 
These shine in his life and his conversf^n^ '^4i^ 
clearly indicate a saving change, as did the cl<^;^)i^ 
of the healed demoniac point out the happy chapge 
whicjj^ he had undergone. For, the Christiaii^ , by 
hi3. profession of £sdth in Christ, by his ,boly.li£^ 
demonstrates that he is a changed man,— ^V^rHew 
creature in Christ Jesus," — deliyered from condem-' 
nation, from the power of sin and the m^^^,^ 
devil. He has ^* put on Christ," wd he^^jiKaUmpf 
newness of life." ,>...»,, . 

We must not forget that the man ¥r48 birougjb^ to 
his right mind by the Lord Jesus Christ;., .^IJ^i^ 
divine power and gracious compassipn..w^rQ. ^^^- 
cised He bound the strong man armed, aqds^ll^ 
him of bis prey ; and he who had been tbe.^pij^ 
rable c^tive of the devil, was fiilly qqanci|)^jl^ 
from hi^ wretched thraldom. Well, my l^fet^^^n 

-*.Rom. iii. 28. 
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'J'^lsua?'^ tee'i^ine to^ajr that he was then. His 
'jf)6Sre*^iri&'icbiiipassion have suffered no diminution 
bjpffli'laj^^e (if'nearfy two thousand years. He is 
^Adiw^WWliiig and as able to recover you from the 
dorniiMot'^of' the evil one as he was when he had 
plity on ffie Aiah recorded in the text, as being re- 
stbi*ff %b' ^fes right niind.* To him, as exalted far 
kb6V^d!B'p6Wers and principalities, and every name 
thdt isj 'tkkiiied^' let us look ; upon him let us de- 
pend^f^ deliVefrance from wrath, from sin, from all 
daig^8i'''^dfti every evil; and our end will be 
pestct^.' • ' ' 

If^'yow -know anything experimentally of his 
graee, admire his goodness ; and follow on to know 
mote and more of that grace. Cultivate a more 
intimate a^uaintance with his glorious person as 
the' God-man; and with his gracious work as the 
Siviotir of your souls, until you can truly say of 
Him,, ***He is the chiefest among ten thousand," 
^ and altogether lovely." 

7b yw who are mi/nding earthly t kings, and 
arii strtin^h to Christ, the subject before us pre- 
sents a fearful aspect Perhaps you doubt, and 
eviendeiiy that your state by nature and by prac- 
tice, Is * so dteplorable as that which has been de- 
picted. This, alas ! ' is a part of your folly ; and 
keeps ybu aWay from the great and only remedy. 
Yield to the conviction " that the whole worlds" 

M 5 
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f. 0. the unrenewed part ef tnattkindy^ *^ liedi in 
wiokednesS)'' and that in^the mass'yoaitave ii^ 
eluded; be persaaded that the senptw^»iii> de? 
scribing mankind as being by natureiu^^dedd' in 
trespasses and sins," is describing yeu*; and* that 
you may be now as unconscioi» of your real con<r 
dition^os was the diurch at Laodiceay 'wideh>8aad9 
** I am rich and increased with goodsyand have 
need of nothing/' while the searcherof hearts testi* 
fied against her ; <^ and knowest not tbat thou art 
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked." 7 Doubtless the poor demoniac, while 
distracted by the devil, was unconscious of his 
state; so is the blinded and infatuated sinner. 

To you who have experienced the healing power 
of the Lord Jesus^ our subject presents an occasion 
for gratitude and praise. In the affecting condition 
and conduct of the poor demoniac, behold your 
former condition and career. Strangers to ' peace 
with God, strangers to his family, unrestrained by 
the wholesome laws of his word and his church, 
you wandered up and down in search of happiness ; 
but you found it not Satan, the world, and the 
flesh, detained you in bondage. Your soul was naked, 
and exposed to God's wrath. But the " time of 
love '' eame : the Lord beheld and pitied your cap- 
tive state. He broke the fatal charm by which 

'Rev.iii. 11*, 
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you were held. He delivered you from the mighty. 
He clothed you with his righteousness. He brought 
you to sit at ins feet$ to attend to the means of gi;tee ; 
and thus did he bring you into a " right mind." In 
refereiBee to so blessed a change, we would say to 
you^ *^ Look unto the rook whence ye are hewn, 
aiid to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged/'^ 
Well, indeed, may you gratefully sing,— *- 

" Jedus souglit me when a stranger, 
- * ^ ' Wand'ring fronir the fold of God ; 

' < • ; . He/ to; rescue me from danger, - 

Interpos'd with sacred blood." 

»Is.U. 1. 
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ON THE HOLY SPIRIT AS THE AtJTHOR ANB' 
GIVER OF MINISTERIAL GIFTS; AND, AS 
THE EDIFIER OF THE CHURCH. 

JoHK xvL 12 — 14. 

'^ I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot 
bear them now. Howbeit, when he, the Spirit of truth, 
is come, he will guide you into all truth : for he shall 
not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear^ 
that shall he speak ; and he will shew you things to 
€0me. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of 
mine, and shall shew it unto you." 

These are some of the last words which^ before his 
death, the Lord Jesus spake to his discipleid. In 
these words he told them what would be the wotk' 
of the Holy Spirit whom he had promised to send : 
"I will send him unto you.''* And these wordks 
have been selected as the subject of our present 
meditation ; for they seem to sustain two proposi- 

' Ver. 7. 
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tions, appointed for this evening's lecture.^ And 
we may truly assert, without any affectation of hu- 
mility, that we wish that a subject so important 
had been committed to other hands. But since it 
is "not by might, nor by power ;^^ but by the 
Spirit of the Lord, that the word is made quick 
and powerful, let us look unto Him as the only 
agent, as the- tfulihor and giver of all good. .He 
alone it is that can make effectual to our salvation, 
theiiiii»t^<of God'a holy word. In.dependance, 
ttten,*oii' his quickening power and consoling in^- 
fluence, let us, ^ 

I. Contemplate the Holy Spirit as the 
AyxHOR and giver of spiritual gifts. 

This proposition is, we conceive, contained in 
the words, *' He," «• e. the Spirit of truth, " will 
guide you into all truth." "He will shew you 
things to come."^ " He shall receive of mine, and 
shall shew it unto you." 

Tbe holy apostles, to whom the words were ad- 
dressed, were called by the Lord Christ to be tbe 
me^seogers of glad tidings, — the proclaimers of a 
filU and free salvation,-— a salvation wrought out 
by the Soa of God. To publish and offer to 

' B^Ing one of a series of lectures on the Holy SpiHt, 
delivered by the Clergy in the neighbourhood. 
' Zech. iv. 6. 



254 ON THE HOLY SPrRIT AS THE AUTHOR 

m 

fallen man this unequalled gift, it was tftat tbe 
Lord Jesus had selected,' called,* and instf ueted -a 
certain number of men: These men. were to sefetH 
and in8tru<!t others also in the great myaterf of 
redemption* They were commissioned by their 
divine Master: ^Go ye, and. teach all nation^ 
baptizing them in the name of theFAther, md of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost i teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you ; and, lo, I am with you alway, even untb the 
end of the world. Amen.'^* Though the aposUeft 
had the privilege of aeeompanying their blessed 
Master ; though they had, from time to time, 
heard the gracious' words that flowed from his lips; 
and though they, had witnessed his miraele^--«how 
sl6w were they to learn and believe! /for at' the 
close of three and a half years they betrayed thei^ 
ignorance of the object of Christ's advent, and of 
the nature of his kingdom. Hence, we find -them 
asking, after Christ had risen from the de^ 
^' Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the king- 
dom to Israel 'f^ And in my text the Lord, knowing 
their weakness and dieir slowness to understand, 
said, << I have many things to say unto you ; but ye 
cannot bear them now." 

It may be here observed that no human excel- 
lency, no gifts or talents however splendid^ — no 

* Matt, xxviii. 19, 20. 
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lajboiu: however. fLbiflddant,- can of themselvos make 

the[i¥uii|str|[ effoctuai. These, indeed, are neces-* 

saryaAd ia4i8penaable; but the Spirit alone can 

olothatbe^word with power, and give it success* For, 

who; ey^ spake as Christ spake, — who ever lived as 

hj^,>Uy(^d, ^pd whoey0r laboured as belaboured? — 

jetj;he eflbct of allthis, as produced in even his 

QlifiVAQfin^diat^ and^ faithful disciples, in conipari- 

SQQ.wi^li the effect afterwards produced by the Holy 

Spirit:) was but aa the faint twilight of the dawn to 

di^.broad noon-day light And this may teach us to 

look. less t to the instrument, and to look more to the 

agfpt— rthe blessed Spirit of God. We rob God of 

thj» honour due to his name, when we suffer the 

minister, whose talents may ciqptivate and astonish 

u^f.to interpose between God and us, — when God 

isiqrgo^ten and his minister admired and idolized. 

And. the idolatry of the pulpit^ — an idolatry but 

ljl|;tle>su0pected because bearing a religious aspectjr 

--rrisjQxteneively prevalent in this our day« There 

is. a duurm that emanates from the pulpit, and that 

thxills.,o?er the sentiments and the feelings of the 

auditor; yet a charm that is as wide apart from the 

souWubduing ^ and transforming influence from 

above^ as the charm that thrills upon the audience 

of some unrivalled stage actor, or of a lovely song,^ 

or. of the most enchanting concert; and the feel- 

' £z. xxxilL 33. 
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ings excited and the resolutiotis fortied '-fltfdi^ 
the influence of such a charm, leave the'inr^if^^jt^ 
where he was — without one movement 'fi^rii'tlSi 
wastes of this dreary and sinful woiU, towards the 
heavenly paradise. ' 

Hie lack of knowledge, fsdth, strength^ hdti- 
ness, and of every qualification requisite fdr-ih^ 
heralds of salvation, was to be amply stippliedHby 
the promised efiiision of the Holy Spirit 'That 
divine Spirit would, and he aftei^iird £d^'' le^ 
the apostles' mmd " into all truth," all <* the tniflfc 
ad it is in Jesus,** — ^all the truth necessary to ^Ik 
known for salvation. And, accordingly, as sobn as 
the outpouring of the Spirit was made, we fiiid lite 
disciples openly, fearlessly, and clearly preadiing 
Christ Jesus and the things pertaining to the king- 
dom of God ; and this, too, in the very place Wh'^e, 
and among the people by whom, their MiistiVhafr 
been rejected and crucified. They, moreover, He^ 
tified these truths concerning Jesus in divers ' Mn- 
guages which they had never been taught to i^|5ekk 
or understand in the ordinary way. Whence thfe 
mighty change in so short a time? Whence theke 
gifts which so eminently qualified these men ^f*iSk 
ministry ? From the Spirit of God. The Spirit 
enabled them to speak of the mysteries' of mto^ 
redemption : to write the epistles which dontaih 
the development of those mysteries, and which 



arjp.fr^pfswli^^^ftq j^;. w4 report the words wd 
^^fjdf^/ojfj tl^p^Lprd Je8^3^.ll^ ^efindithem rejcordj^d 
ifl|4;hftgQsp^?^ ** He" {t\ie Comforter) " shall teaeh 
]{q^ 9^ t^gs^ and bring all things to yo^r remepa- 
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you."^ And 
t^f^ .^ai];^^ ^pifit fosyabled them to virork miraeles 

aUa^[UirPf>P#nn^^ipA pf ^^^ divine missioi^ and the 
trii!ix,pf tb^ic doctrines. 

{. .'3^ougU J^b^ text has led us to speak of the gifts 
9^(|ropefatiQnsiof the.Holy Spirit in the apostolic 
^2^ bis .gifts aiMl operations were manifest in a 
l^s degree in former ages of the church. " For," 
as tb^. apostle tells us in reference to the Old, Tes- 
t^&Qtf *^holy men of God spake as they were 
mpyed by the Holy Ghost" ^ 

. Nowj.as it was necessary to continue to the end^ 
of tipae the minbtry of the word and of the two sfk 
Q^Mn^x^ so men have from time to time been 
called, commissioned, and quahfied to preack ^^ thi^ 
up^^arcbable riches of Christ," and that to all na^ 
tiosy^, upon the earth. And though we are not led 
to e;spiect tbe gift of miracles, or of any new revela- 
ti^n^as.in the apostolic times, ~r the ordinary and 
e^qiei^ agency of the Holy Spirit continu^es ,to 
qus^^ify ^Tery faithful minister of the Lord ^tei^us. 
It 19 ^at Spirit that moves the heart towards tjbc 
wprk pi the ministry, as, indeed, it i& confessed by 

sJohnziv.S«. 7 a Pet* i. SI. 
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every one who is ordained to the ministry of our 
church. For, in answer to the question adminis- 
tered on that solemn occasion, '< Do you trust tl^at 
you are inwardly moved by the Holy Ghost to* take 
upon you this office and ministration, to serve Ood 
for the promoting of his glory, and the edifying of 
his people?'^ the candidate affirms, *^ I trust so.'' 
Awful beyond conception must be the trifling With 
the Divine Majesty and with holy things, wh^i Ais 
affirmation is made, if ever it is made, wil^o^t even 
consideridg or knowing ^^ whether there be any 
Holy Ghost;*' or when the ruling motive of the 
candidate is to make a pulpit exhibition^ — to in- 
dulge in leisure or mere literary pursuits, or to 
^^ teach things for filthy lucre^s sake." Fear and 
trembling may well seize our whole man when we 
reflect on the solemnity and the responsibility of 
the confession : and heartfelt anxiety should fire* 
quently urge us to examine well our motives in 
seeking the work of the ministry, and^ having ob- 
tained it, in pursuing the work. For, while active 
zeal and correct doctrines may characterise oar 
ministerial course ; and while admiration and ap- 
plause may be awarded to us by man ; sad while 
the crowding congregations may seem to hang upon 
the words as they flow from our lips, there may^ be, 
in the sight and estimation of Him, whose eye is 

^ The form and manner of makii^g deacons^ 
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ever upon the heoQrt, Bach a selfishness of motive 
withift us as may subject us now to the charge, 
'VTTiy heart is not right in the sight of God f^ and 
hereafter to the> sentence, '* Depart from me, ye 
eKffded, f into everlasting fire." i The Lord im- 
press deeply and indelibly on the minds of all who 
'^ minister in holy things," a due apprehension of the 
awful responsibility under which they are placed ! 
And may the Lord the Spirit direct and sanctify all 
our mediEtations and preparations for the instruc- 
tion of the people committed to our charge ! 

It is the Spirit of God that opens the mind, 
not to receive any new revelation or new truth ; 
but to perceive the truths already^ revealed and 
contained in the holy scriptures ; to perceive these 
truths in their relation each to the other, and 
in ^eir application to man ; and hence it is that 
the man of God is enabled to rightly divide the 
word of truth. It is " by the same Spirit"* that 
taught the hearts of God^s &ithf ul people, that now 
we '*^ have a right judgment in all things" that ^^ be 
profitable to our salvation." It is for the same Spirit 
tO' *^ illuminate all bishops, priests, and deacons, 
with true knowledge, and understanding of God's 
word,"' that we are taught to pray by our liturgy, 
and encouraged to pray by the Lord Jesus. And 

• Acts vili. 21. ' Matt. xxv. 41. 

■ 

' Collect for Whitsunday. 
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whether or not the prayetti of our ehiitifiH for ^'ti 
RIGHT JUDGMENT ill all things,'^ fot «lltUfi Kkb^^ 
LEDGE and UNDERSTANDING of God"** holy *^bkV" 
be strictly in unison with the opinions ild this -oUi^ 
day, which deny the agency of the H^rty S]j)iiit on 
the intellectual faculty of man ; let those, who hold 
the said opinions and have subscribed ea^ itzntmo'theif 
assent to the correctness of the littirgy, bepleai^ed \Xf 
determine. We hold that, apart firom the Spiir^ 
agency upon the man's intellect, Ihe iriali, savingly 
and profitably, ^' receiveth not the things' of Ih^ 
Spirit of God ; for they are foolishness uBto iiitn : 
neither can he know them, because they are spt-* 
ritually discerned."^ It is the same Spirit t^t 
strengthens, animates, sustains, and comforts* the 
christian minister in his arduous course, a&d in his 
varied conflicts with the powers of darkness, tad 
to ^^ war a good war&re," and to '* endure harc^ 
ness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.^ ^ 

But while with gratitude and adoration we oon^ 
template the Holy Spirit as the author' and gi^r of 
ministerial qualifications, we must not eomslude that 
his gifts are imparted to encourage 8lo(3) and neg- 
ligence in the christian minister. We know not 
of any greater perversion of a doctrine^ than to 
hold or allow that the minister of Christ may lay 
aside or neglect all study and laborious prepara* 

» 1 Cor. ii. 14. ♦ 2 Tim. ii. 3. 
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tionfgr the g^nd afid faithful instruction of the 
p^pji^ coBftmitted to his care; and expect an im- 
m^ia^ communication or help from the Spirit of 
Qod to ijoBttruot the people. Such a perversion 
seei^s to apiQunt to the daring presumption that 
God will ssmctioU) approve, and bless what in the 
sci;iptures he fixrbids and condemns — sloth and 
ujeglige^ce* Such a perversion denies and vio* 
Igetes- an engagement solemnly made at the mi- 
ni&ter'e ordination, to ^^ be diligent in prayer, and 
ifii^reading of the holy scriptures, and in such stu*^ 
di^ as help to the knowledge of the same ; laying 
a$ide the study of the world and the flesh."^ And 
what is it to stand up between the living God and 
d»sd^ sinners or quickened saints, to speak in God'*s 
holy nasive on subjects the most momentous and 
mysterious, without a laborious preparation, but, to 
ssfy'ithe least, offering to God a sacrifice which has 
cost us nothing? and offering to our people a 
cmd^, • unedifying production on the spur of Uie 
moment? How is the aforesaid engagement ful- 
SH0d if we spend our days and evenings in loiter*- 
ing. or wandering idly, or in what may seem harm^ 
l^g society? and, as the week is closing on the 
Saturd&y night, we begin to think of and search for 
a^sMb^-ct on which to lecture our people on the 
approaching Lord's day ? 

* Ordination of Priests. 
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We are aware that sometimes the perTer3ioii or 
presumption here alluded to, is supported and 
justified by an erroneous application of our Savi- 
our's direction to his apostles : ^ Take no thought 
bow or what ye shall speak : for it shall be given 
you in that same hour what ye shall speak." ^ Let 
us recollect the occasion in connexion with which, 
the direction and promise herein contained were 
given. In the context, our Saviour had forewarned 
bis disciples that they would be taken before coun- 
cils, governors, and kings, as prisoners to be ques- 
tioned and tried for preaching Christ This would 
naturally alarm and perplex them ; but Jesus for- 
bad them to entertain perplexing thoughts and 
anxiety about their defence ; or how or what they 
should answer : for, in that trying emergency, the 
Holy Spirit would instruct them what to say in 
their own defence. So the direction and promise 
which we have quoted were applicable to a parti- 
cular occasion. That the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
are not designed to supersede study and prepara- 
tion, it is further evident from St Paul's instruc- 
tions to Timothy : " Till I come, give attendance 
to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Neglect 
not the gift that is in thee, which was given 
thee by prophecy. Meditate upon these things : 

give thyself wholly to them, that thy profiting 

^ Matt. X. 19. 
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xoay appear to alL"7 And the prophets of old 
time carefully studied the scriptures then extant to 
discover their intent and application. *^ Of which 
salvation the prophets have inquired and searched 
diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should 
come unto you : searching what, or what manner 
of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did 
signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings 
of Chrietj and the glory that should folio w.*'^ Now, 
if this laborious exercise of reading, meditation, 
or preparation to instruct others, was necessary in 
the days of the apostles, and under the extraordi- 
nary dispensation of the Spirit; much more i& such 
an exercise of laborious study necessary in after 
ages under the ordinary gifts of the same Spirit 
We are therefore to prepare by reading, medita- 
tion, and prayer, just as if all the success depended 
upon that exercise ; and yet so to seek, pray for, 
and depend upon the Holy Spirit's operation, as if 
we did nothing ; and thus to assign to both the 
divine Agent and the human instrument their re- 
spective place and office. 
We now proceed, 

11. To CONTEMPLATE THE HoLY SpIRIT AS THE 
EDIFXER OF THE CHURCH. 

The church of Christ, or the body of Christians, 
7 1 Tim. iv. 13—15. » 1 Pet. i. 10, 11. 
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is represented as s buildiog:," All the builditiB^ 
fitly framed together." * Eacb member of C^nit i^ 
compared to a etooe, a lively stone ; and ea^h sp<;h 
stone forms a part of the building; "Ye ^Ibo, as 
lively stones, are built up a spiritual house."' EYfiiy 
true Christian te as one stone added to this spiritual 
edifice. But, of this building the Holy Spirit is the 
edifier. He builds up the church in a twofold sense, 
TTie church as " a spiritual house" is edified and car-, 
ried onwards to completion, by the addition to it (^ 
every individual believer, just as an ordinary build- 
ing is carried on to its completion by every stone 
that is laid upon it And the addition to' the 
church of Christ, of the last member that shall be 
called, converted to Christ, justified, and sanctified, 
will be as the laying of the last stone on a building> 
The vision ' which Zechariah had of Zerubbabel's 
building the house, may, probably, refer to the spi- 
ritual temple. But, beside the numerical edifying 
of the church of Christ by the addition of members 
to it^ — there is also an edifying of each member. 
This is the Christian's growth In grace Everj- 
member in particular grows in every christian grace, 
and tends towards perfection ; and to perfectiou he 
attEuns, not while in this frail tabernacle, but when 
he lays aside his tabernacle, with all its infirmities, 
and enters heaven, to unite with •' the spirits of just 
' £phee. ii. 21. ' 1 Pet. ii. S. ' Zech ir. 6. 7. 



' AND GIVER OF MINISTERIAL GIFTS. 263 



teen made perfect" For what is every redeem^ed 
and glorified saint in heaven? Why, to speak 
Under the metaphor of a. huilding and its mate- 
rials, he is a stone cut out of a rough quarry, — a. 
i^tdise, in its original form, unsightly and adapted to 
iio useful purpose. This stone is cut out or de- 
tached from its native bed, it is hammered, and 
hewn, and shaped, and polished, until it is fitted 
for its place in a beautiful building. And though 
the same stone still, it is so unlike what it origi- 
nally was, as not to be recognized or known. And 
this process, the great change begun, carried on 
here^ and consummated in glory hereafter, is the 
history of the spiritual life of every child of God ; 
and this change, from its coinmencement to its com- 
pletion, is the work of the Holy Spirit. It is the? 
work of the Holy Spirit, 

1 . By the gift of the word of God. ITiat word 
which is a lamp to our path is of divine inspiration ; 
for " all scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for instruction in righteousness;"^ and 
*' holy men of God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost."' 

. 2. By moving and qualifying men for the mi- 
nistry of that word, as the appointed means to 
call sinners to repentance and faith, and to add 

•2Tim.iii. 16. »2Pet. i. 21. 

N 
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theni» who obef the call^ to the church of the^iWing 

Goi ; .^ 

3. By making tkat word effedual to the comer* 
glon and salvation of men. The Spirit akme wipphss 
the word to the hearts and conaciencesof siiiiicr& 
He alone quickens the dead in sin. He aloiwi en* 
lightem the dark mind. He alone oonmtQS ?oC «Ml 
He alone enables the understanding to compareheiMi 
the gospel scheme of salyation,— ^to ooi8|NBth«ad 
God's method of justifying a sinner; and hejlone 
inclines the will to embrace that method. Ife akme 
sanctifies the affections. In a word, the Holy Sfkit 
is the author of a saving change in man : baUsi by 
providing and quaMfying the appropriate instru- 
ments and means; and by making these Jjnstru- 
ments and means effectual Thus, too, does the 
Holy Spirit destroy the power of Sattti, reeciie 
souls from his dominion; and by destroying ,ibe 
influence which Satan exercises over mm, 4oes 
the Holy Spirit exhibit and judge Satan as aft evil 
spirit; and this subjugation of the prinee oC^this 
world, is an evidence and an earnest of iJie.&ial 
overthrow and judgment of the devil, his aUgi^ 
and his servants. Thus we have endeavoured ito 
sihow'diat the Holy Spirit is the author and giver 
of ministerial gifts ; and the edifier of the cbureh. 
We shall conclude by a brief application., ol'ihe 
subject.^ 
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.^I&ibe Holy. S|HTili the author and giver' of .»»► 
nisterial gifts ? He is. Then we,, as ministeits Of 
Gf^d'H' wold and /Sacraments, should look >. to and 
dej^efid.upofiihiiii for guidance and snecessin all 
OUT- labours^ 'Since God knoweth :the hearts of 
aU^ mifidr^tce the condition of each indiTtdaal- is 
€^il to^Hrai, and siace He can secretly and im- 
|iCflrd0]M(xbly diiieot the heart of each maiir^^we >as 
'Mtoittfe9»'faav^ enisouragement to seisk tho gnidance 
of dfio'divine Spirit in selecting, from time to time, 
tmA mibjects as may, upon the whole, -be best 
^^kdapted to the condition of our respective flods:s. 
Tb4»ttgfa the condition of every one by najkure be 
the i^me, and though the condition of ey:ery one 
by gcace 4)6 ^the same ; yet in the general ch»mcter, 
vtewa^ motives, or habits of persons ia each eoodi- 
tiOBy tbere may be shades. of. diference ; and th^e 
iidiades of £fference are best known to Him ^one 
-^o seanithelh the heart; and these shades of '^. 
fi^encereqinre a different apportionment of ilie 
tttordt'of'Oodi And since ^^the preparations of the 
'hdiart in maH^ and the answer of the tongue, ist &om 
tb^Xjord;"^ and since even ^^ the king's heart! is in 
ilole hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water: ; he 
'tur^ieth 4t whithersoever he wiU;"^ — we hold it not 
io sa^vour of enthusiasm when we look to God to 
iiifliDtence *^m minds in preparing for the instruction 

* Prpv. xvi 1. * Prov. xxi. 1. 
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of our flocks ; both as to the selection of our siib- 
jects, and the treating of those subjects. 

Again, since the Holy Spirit is the author and 
giver of ministerial gifts, it is both the duty and 
the interest of our parishioners to pray for us, that 
we may be able to speak as we ought to speak. In 
praying for their ministers, they do, in eflfeet^ pray 
for themselves. How pressingly did the apostle 
urge those whom he addressed, to pray* for hiitiBelf 
and his fellow-labourers. If an inspired apostle 
required the prayers of the people of God, how 
much more do the ministers of God now require 
the prayers of their flocks ? And if persons, ** who 
profess and call themselves Christians,"^ were to 
devote in praying for their ministers, the time which 
they consume in reprehending and criticising the 
character and labour of those ministers, they would 
not only be acting more consistently with their pro- 
fession : but also pursuing a course which would 
lead them to unspeakable advantages. For, the 
labours of the christian minister are for their good; 
and the more he is guided and influenced by the 
Spirit of God, the more ably will he instruct his 
people. 

Is the Holy Spirit the edifier of the church ? He 
is. Then let ministers and people pray for the 
Holy Spirit to make abundantly effectual the mi- 
nistry of the word ;— effectual to the turning of many 
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from darkness unto light, — to the destroying of the 
power of Satan,—" to the pulling down of strong 
holdsj^^-^-to the building up7 of those who have 
l;>elieved.on their most holy faith; so that the spi- 
ritual temple may grow both by the accession to 
it, of lively stones, and by the growth in grace 
of each individual member. Let all pray for the 
pQ^e and prpaperity of Jerusalem. ^ 

• ^.^ iQor. X. 4, ^. ' Jude 20* * Ps. cxxii. 6^ 7. 
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ON THE INSUFFICIENCY OF HUMAN iTf SDOtM, 

POWER, AND RICHBS. ' ^; . 

Jbbkhiah iz. 23, 24. 

'' Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory hi his 
wisdom, neither, let the mighty man glory in his might ; 
let not the rick man glory in his riches : but let him 
that glorieth glory in this, that he understavdetii and 
knoweth me, that I am the Lord which exercise loTing- 
kindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth ; for 
in these things I delight, saith the Lord." 

Men are naturally prone to forget the Lord their 
Maker, and to glory in some other good than the 
blessed God. Of the ungodly it is too truly said, 
that « God is not in all his thoughts." i « He hath 
said in his heart, I shall not be moved : for I sliall 
never be in adversity." Thus, the Jews, to whom 
God had shown special favours, and given many 
demonstrations of his perfections, were prone to 

' Ps. X. 4, 6. 
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glory in their wealth, privileges, power, and valour, 
and to forget the Lord their deliverer. This was a 
grievous sin in any nation or individual ; but in the 
people of. Israel it was peculiarly so. For, they 
had so many and clear proo& that the Lord alone 
was theu: strength and their stay ; — that he alone 
was the Rock of their salvation. 

The prLviieges^'and distinctions in which men 
glory, avail not in the day of divine vengeance — 
ttheH' tile judgments of God are abroad in the 
earth. And as* his judgments were about to be 
poured forth on his ancient people^ their boasting 
of strength, wisdom, and riches, was very un sea- 
enable and vain. We purpose to notice, 

I. Th£ prohibitions contained in the text. 
n. The command. 

I, We notice the prohibition. 

1. " Let not the wise man glory in his wisdomJ** 

/in inspired writer has declared that ** the wis* ' 

jdom of this world is foolishness with God.'*« 

: And that "the Lord knoweth the thoughts of the 

wise, that they are vain.'* Men may be wise in 

their own conceit,— they may be wise and 'prudent 

in the opinion of others, — their measures a^d 

councils may be, apparently, wisely devised; yet 

^ 1 Cor. ill. 19,20. 
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God can and frequently does frueitrate^ t^t^ ^Pr. 
gels, and turn the wisdom of man infp fpo^yt;^^ 
It is the ^* Lord that frustrateth the. tokens cff jlj^ 
liars, and maketh diviners mad; thai; turxieljl^.^i^ 
men backward, and maketh thf ir .09^8^ jEipq|^l^. 
ness.''^ An instance of this we have \o, ide omf^ of 
Ahithophel. This Ahithophel w^ regeifd^^,^ 
the wisest counsellor in Israel; wd hiifi^man^l 
was sought and given against David tbf) k^ig; M 
Israel, For ^*the counsel of AhitbopJbu^,..wji|/qjb^i 
he counseUed in those days, was as if a joiWfhajij^. 
inquired at the oracle of God: so was. fiU..,il^,- 
counsel of Ahithophel, both with David imd ^ipt}», 
Absalom.*** Yet "the Lord had appointed ^^ 
defeat the counsel of Ahithophel, to the ifitent^ 
that the Lord might bring evil upon. Absalom,"^ 
Men, whether kings, statesmen, warriors^ gfr ^pr,?;. 
chants, may lay deep schemes, may carefully, .qi^q-f^. 
cert their measures, may appear to he cert^n^o^.i 
success ; — ^but it is written, " there are max[y[ df^ . 
vices in a man*s heart ; nevertheless the;Comise|l,9(' 
the Lord, that shall stand." ^ And so the jU^rdi 
God admonished the Jews of old ; " that wliich t 
cbmeih into your mind shall not be at alL"^ ... , ,,, 
2. ^^ Neither let the mighty man ghry i^n ^^i^^ 
might** What is man, the strongest pcipn|.,)|>utn' 

5 Ib. xliv, 96. -» 2 Sam. xvi. 2S. * ftid. IVli: l*i '' ' 
• Prov. xix. 21. 7 jEzek. xx. a».^ 
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dUfit;' ttirtei' into dust, ^c^ by the, mighty 

I<JWeir"<rf 6rf(i, W a moth is crushed hetween the 
^^ei^ f ' Jiist coDsider upon how little the life of 
flie'Sti^on'gest liian depends^ — on so trifling a thing 
a^Tb^ Inspiration of a little air ; that being stopped, 
^4 (Sles. Kw is the combined power of the many, 
sBSle long to stand, or to stand at all against the 
W9I iKiid thepoiirer of God. Powerful armies, mar- 
stedlteflliiid led by courageous and skilful. generals, 
ifijsay dbmmn^ and move forward in an overwhelm- 
i^'pbal^ii: ; associations of men may be formed 
fo¥''yarioui^ achievements, and their number and 
stliength' misty threaten to bear away into ruin all 
btifore them ;~-but their strength is perfect weak- 
nefsd trtien the arm of the Lord is uplifted to op- 
pose* them. Of what avail to the proud Assyrian 
itfbfiardfa'," were his numerous and mighty legionsj^ 
hid- hOrsies and chariots, when the Lord God fought 
fdr'lnttilT Kebuchadnezzar, the haughty king of 
Bdtiyitin, 'boasted of his power and blasphemously 
d^flcfd the living God: " Who is that God that 
shAtt'deliver you out of my hands ?"9 Hear, again, 
how the same mighty king boasted of his strength 
and the strength of his kingdom : ^^ Is not this 
great Babylon that I have built for the, house: of 
th^ "kingdom by the might of my power, and for 
the hpnour of my majesty ?'i But, ah ! how sud- 

• 2 Kings xix. • Dan. ill. 15. » Dan. iv. 30. 
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denljr waa he deprived of hia power andrshqf^k i^f 
his gloiy ! << While the ward was. yet ivi %\%e kJngl^ 
mouth, there fell a voice from im^v(e% s^iipgt 
king, Nebttchadaezzars to fchee it #$ sgieikfn; the 
kiHigdom is departed from thee. And Jth^^ ahull 
drive thee from men, aaod thy 4welli|)g.abaU'.i>e 
with the beasts of the field : Aey dftalV n|iKke ttl^ te 
eat grasB as oxen, and seven times ebfil.pdsa^ie^^ 
theo, until thou know that the Most High rujl^thr ja 
the kingdom of men, and giveth il.to wb»#so#ff€r 
he will. The same hour was the thtug h}tE^0i 
upon Nebuchadnezzar,"^ &c. But hear bow he 
afterwards confessed the power of that Almi^b^y 
God whom before be had defied, and wbo^e fircH 
vidential government of this world he had -set at 
nought' Observe, again, the ease of Herod 
the king^ who in his jMride and foxget&ihiese .ef 
God, took to himself the glory 'and the powers wUMi 
belong to God alone/ And where ooiwiite'l^e 
powerful warrioors of other days: the Alexandem, 
the Cmsars^ the Buonapartes, who have made- 1^ 
world, stand with astonishment and tremblefnis i^y 
advanced to certain conquests ? Theyarenowias 
powerless as the poor worm that fed <m thmr fidlen 
carcases I *• <. 

3. '* Let not the rich man fflory in his tiebes/* 

« Daiu iv. 31, 32, 33. 3 Ibid. 34, &c. 

^ Acts xii. 22, 23. 
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Rifih^'feMa the gnsat idol sought and i¥or8hi{yp^ 
-t&^^'&Alf ^ood by tfao great mkss of mankind, 
^o j^at* men talk of their thousands, and to ob- 
i^rve^'tbernr panftuing wealth, one might suppose 
ihlit rfehbs beeri»wed every happiness and prod^K^ed 
every saf^. Y'et ask the rich man if he is happy ; 
^^'be M'ill answer, if he honestly answer, " No;" 
^ ike iNe from the fear of evil ? can he bribe death 
ttid pfoloii^ his short life? can he redeem his sotil 
^6m Mi ? Ah ! no. << Riches profit not in the 
diiy «f wrath,^* if they can be retained in the 
tiiiser'ff grasp to the last moment of his idolatrous 
existence; but ere his life close, some untowaid 
occiurrence may take away his goods : ^^ for riches 
teitainly make themselves wings : they fly away as 
acn e^le toward heaven,* ^ And' are these ^'un- 
eertaki riches,'* in which you trust, worthy of all 
tte corroding cares which distract your minds^ and 
disturb your natural repose ? and of that love and 
homi^e i^hich will secure your everlasting condeB>- 
nstion? For, the pen of inspiration has left on re- 
cord^'ifaat ^^ covetousness is idolatry,''? and no ido- 
later can enter the kingdom of heaven. ^ Riches 
{Ntofit not in the day of wrath f and it was but a 
poor reflection for the rich man in hell, as mim- 
tiolked in the parable^ that while he lived he' was 

>• Prov. 3u. 4. « Prov. xxiii. h. 

^ Col. iii. 6. 
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rich, and hsA rioted in . i^ntjTs < w^ep , ^i^ , ^prf|ent 
e«enA>drop of water could piotbQp^ofuJ^JlQ cool 
Us burning tongue. How few ,^enp^l; jt;^^ 
tbfttj while they toil by day; aod tiu^qpg^^.^^p- 
less.nights to treasure up the wealth tha^tiPg^b^^h, 
they are also treasuring ^^ up wr|it)^^agf|jn^^f^ft;df!y 
of wrath;" because theyxaakegpl4.fth(?Mi^4<^^^i^^>^ 
cause they give up their hearts 4o ni^i^;^^^ ^j^ 
beeanse thus do they dethrone Gpd fro^iJ^i^^lgg^^ 
mate possession and govern^i^t of Ihorfqii^ri^ 
outward man« : ,. ^ o/i. 

It is not only folly to glory in pr boa?t;0.ff y^ipr 
dM)^ strength, and riches; but it is also sinful; 
ii is idolatry; it is setting aside the Lord G^d.^ 
our strength and our portion. 14 indeed, we are 
.exalted above other men ; if we are ei^ued with 
strength, or riches, or wisdom, we are i^ot to.glopj 
in them ; we are not to boast of them; w^tax:e,;[^f)t 
to trust in them ; but we should regard .tt^^pi ^s 
the gift of a gracious God; and a gift jsot. J^ j>e 
idolized, but to be consecrated to his servipe^^or^t^ 
be freely resigned to him whenever it may .plf^fi^e 
him to recal the gift See the pious re8ignatiQn.f)f 
bcdy Job^ when stripped of all his riches a^d ^f 
his children : ^^ the Lord gave, and the.Loi^d })f^h 
taken away ) blessed be the name of.tbe Loird^.7^ 
Let us, 

* Job. i 21. . < tj' - 
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^•'*'*i Butlet'Mte fehat^oriethv glory ibt*ttg^'thatt>he 
tiddcf^takcteth and kooweth tne» that' ! SM ^ 
liUVet wtiij^eter^ Icmng-kindnesfs, judgm^t^tatid 
iHghi:^iiHii^k h^ the earth : for in ttes^ thingts I 
a^Kgfit, 'dailfr tte' Lord.'* 

■^Tb^maiy 'alone- is truly wiso in whose heart the 
^l^wlfec^ef^f^ the Lord is treasured up; and who 
r^dtJ^ed^'^bM knowledge to practice : and that man 
^tS&a'e i^' truly blessed who so t&r understands and 
knows the Lord, as to put his trust at all tiitieS' in 
th6 Lt)ra 'God of Israel. This knowledge said *un- 
d^standing of the Lord God in all his adorajMe 
]^H(^ctions, as revealed in his holy word, and as he is 
r^onciled in Christ Jesus, are of immensely greater 
Valuer than all the wisdom, ^nd all the power, and 
all flie riches, which this world can bestow. The 
poorest man on earth, — the man who has scarcely 
^ ^rm^nt to cover him, or a habitation in whieh 
he may lay down his head, if he has a saving know- 
l^geof the Lord, has far greater reason to rejoice 
ydtd to glory, than the greatest and richest king 
'ttidt ever lived, who neither feared nor kne^ the 
'Loird. La^aruSj though a poor beggar in rags, 
"Hies and* is conveyed into the abode of glory and 
hlisls t Dives, though clothed in purple and fine 
linen, dies and is cast into helL He who has a 
right knowledge of God, and a right understanding 
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olhis ways, has aho life etBrnsi, teuour biesae^ 
Sanour haa left upon teooid : ^ < And ilhia is fife 
atonal) that they might kncmr thte, 4qe> w^ tnia 
Ood, and Jesus Christ whom thoti h«|t «a&t^'j9i ^ 

1. TA^ ZfOrd ewerdseth loving^kindness'^txiiM 
earth. Grod is a compassionate father id '^^his 
diildren, — ^to all who seek bia mferoy^r Audi as 
they know his loviagJdndness and ten^eci mestegr; 
they may well rejoice therein* Hiey^ who^i thson^ 
futh in Christ, have Jehovah for tbeir> I^&er,^-^ 
their portion, — their everlasting friend, haver dll 
that can satiaiy an immortal sonl throughoiil; eter^ 
nity. Of his loving-kindness they have axperienoe^ 
and their experience teaches them that Gedfs 
<< limng-kindness is better than life," i and thesr^ 
fore tbdr lips praise hinu Wbat^ indeed, is ibis 
world's history but a history of the lovdngtkindjless 
of the Lord, who oauseth his sun to rise andisbiiid, 
and his fertilizing ram to descend, on che good anU 
Ibe evil? • What is every day's experienoe ofGnd^^ 
goodness to the children of men, but a loud proi- 
clamation to every man's ears, that '^ tbe ;6artbi.is 
full of the goodness of the Lord "?' Atd wbai'is 
the churches history, but a record of the . wondrook 
graee, goodness, and loving-kindness of tJke Lord 
towards his redeemed people ? . • i 

They, his saints, ^^hare tasted that the Lord is 

• John xviL 3. »' Ps. Wii. 8. » Ps. xxxiii. 5. 
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gBaeUdsf^; ami tjiey ftejoiise iii.him ^ trho eser^ 
eisBtk ioittn^klncbesd ia the eaith.^^ Aod/^ bappy 
aneitly^'peG^e who are in such a oase, yea» Idess- 
ed are <the people : who hare the Lord for their 

. ^ioThe L^d (dao ewereieeth judgment in ike 

esrlMu' Tise Lord God is known as a rigiiteous 

judge; hisijudgtfieBtsare abroad m the earth* While 

he .deli^bta in Tiaiting the hmnble soul, and the 

pemtdirt sonl^ and the believing S0UI9 with tokens 

of hifif l(iving4.]d&dBe68) he also visits the impenitent, 

Acr^ inKbdimng, the proud, with his sore judg^ 

taents: aad.semetiimes in this world &e makes 

tbem lasting monuments of his awful justice^ 

Lool^: at the destruction of the old world for sin,-^ 

look at ithe ov^ithrow of Sodom and Gomorrah,-^ 

leok fltibe end of I%araoh, the nnhumbled king ef 

£gypt,*^^nd look at his own once peculiar peoplte, 

tbft JeiwB: and in these respective eases see the 

jtidgments of the Lord exercised in the eaitfa. 

Yef^ these awful instances of Ood^s judgments^ are 

but ft foretaste of his judgments which will be ma- 

mfest in t^ everlasting torment of all his ^lemies. 

It will then be acknowledged by those who now 

den^, 'that ^' verily there is a God that judgeth in 

the earth/'* 

' Ps. cxliv. 15. Com. Pr. Book version. 
* Ps.lviii. 11. 



2^0 ON THE INSUFFICIENCY OF 

3. The Lord also eoferciseth righteousness in 
the earth. Being righteous, he will "ren^fei* to 
every man according to his works.** There is ho 
unrighteousness with God. He will faithfully fulfil 
his gradous promises to his helieving and obedfent 
people; and he will surely executie allHis tbi^aten- 
ings on his obstinate enemie& Not one jot of his ' 
word shall faiL ^^With righteousness sliaff he 
judge the world, and the people with equity.*** 

For the exercise of righteousness, the Lord^is om-' 
niscience, hatred of sin, love of holiness, power, aind 
faithfulness, fully qualify him. And when 'we con- " 
template in one combined view the attributes of God 
as the moral governor of the world, and when we 
survey the existing records of his dealings with the 
children of men, as so many exhibitions of his moral' 
government, we may well propose, in the language * 
of the patriarch ; " Shall not the Judge of all tii€J 
earth do right ?*^ Yes : he ** will render to evei^^ ' 
man according to his deeds: to them who, by pa- 
tient continuance in well-doing, seek for gloi^, and 
honour, and immortality,"^ he will render **^eterrial 
life; but unto them that are contentious, and* del 
not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness,*' Ue 
will render ^indignation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguish. For there is no respect of persons," * 
Jew or Gentile, «• with God.^ ' * ' 

* Ps. xcviii. 9. • Gen. xyHi. 251 

' Rom. ii. 6—11. 
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Now, .blesa^4 im-q, they, and only they, who are 
^U^iiP^ted ^itihthe loving-kindoessy the judgments^ 
and t|i^ .,ri|^|pteousne8S of the Lord ; and who re- 
JQipe , in hiB v^^rcise cpr execution of them in the 
e^rt^y. ^.Whether bis loving-kindness or his judg- 
m^,n^.pnQdQaiipate at various periods, or in various 
par{;s pf lit^ewprld^^they can stiil see that according 
to hvi ]^hteousnesa> he showeth mercy or exe- 
cuteth ju(}gment8. Even when divine judgments, 
as ^^Ipt^yr but painful corrections, e&ercise. the 
faithful, . they can acknowledge, ^^ Righteous 
art thou, O Lord, and upright are thy judg- 
mental"^ 

That you may have a right knowledge of Gpd 
and. hi^ ways, open and study diligently the book 
of inspiration. Follow on to know the Lord God as 
recpnciled to yourselves; so that in every diffi- 
culty, in every danger, and in the hour of death, 
you may |;ru9t in him. In the prospect of his own 
dissplutioi^ the holy Psalmist could exult and glory 
ia the God of his salvation : <^ My flesh and my 
h^ail: faileth ; but God is the strength of my heart 
aad.niy portion for ever.'^s 

^n conclusion, we would address a few repiarks, 
h.To those who trtLst and glory in hwnan 
wUdqm, .strength^ and riches. Know ye not that 
««the wisdom of this world is foolishnesa with . 

• Pa. cxix, 137. » Ps. IxxiU, 26, 
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God?"* and ^ that power beloagetfa ante) QtaiSP' 
Hd bringeth down the mightjr fEoita? the^lofkifast 
eminence of worldly attainments, and ilayB^iheiiLik 
the dust. He confoundelb the wiadom af>the wise, 
and bringeth to foolishnesB their best connsel* • iie 
smites the idol of silver and gold in which ibclllsh 
men trust, and reduceth the* most weakhj'^id ab* 
ject want What folly, what mond.madBlnKSBrit, 
then, to trust in these, or glory intliesei whidh^ like 
Jonah's gourd, may be blasted and may dib.^amray 
ere to-morrow's sun shall gild the horizon ; aryoiir 
poor neglected soul may, ere the morning' -danm' 
be required of you : and what can these thingrdo 
for you at the bar of God ? To die while basiking 
in the sun of prosperity, admired by men^ andsor-* 
rounded with riches, yet without Christ, ift to 
die poor indeed.* Than to die in such a pdvectyy 
better for you if you had never be^ bom. O ! 
seek that wisdom from above, and that strangth 
which the grace of the Lord Jesus: imparts^iaAid 
those ridies which the Lord Jesus offers ^:^ and 
you will rejoice in the Lord in sickness, or 
in health, in life or in death, and through all 
eternity. 

3. To those who in some measure know the 
Lord and glory in him. Your knowledge is still 
but small and imperfect: for, <^ how little a por- 

1 Cor.iii. 19. ^ Ps. Ixil 11. 
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tidsL;!^ besid of Iwk ? but tbe tbunder of his power 
.^rfiii daB'mnderstaHd?'-^j His ways are uiifiea]:eb^ 
oUNBLr'h^ paths ave in the great deep. StiUs 
eiKOQgh:of him'and 9f his ways Isiay be^knowa here 
Jar ei?^i7 necessary purpose. Though ^^ the light 
ef'tb^ knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
6C JesiM'rCbnst,"^ be but the dawn, the twilight 
of-eiForlafttiag day^ that light is sufficient to guide 
tyioar Csdt in the path of peace here, and into glory 
'beareaft^..'; Walk in that light ^^as children of 
ilight/^ Seek also an increase of light by study- 
ing): the word of God; by earnest and diligent 
prayer, that the Spirit of truth may open your 
.mind to behold, to comprehend more and more, the 
truths which are revealed in that word. Thus 
will you ^^ grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ :" ^ and thus 
iffill your path be ^^ as the shining light that 
shiBetb more and- more unto the perfect day.'^^ 
And when the glorious light of eternal day shall 
burst upon you, you will then know as you are 
known; you will then understand the ways and 
dealings of tbe Lord, which you now but faintly 
perceive, and imperfectly approve ; then will you 
'be able to say of his now inscrutable paths, 
he hatfa done all things well, ^^holy and re- 

3 Job xxvi. 14. * 2 Cor. iv. 6. 

* 2Pet.iii. IS. « Prov. iv. 18. 



284 THE INSUFFICIENCY OF HUMAN WISDOM, &C. 

verend is his natne." To the Christian, with 
his present limited comprehension, Christ may 
say as he said to his disciple, <^ What I do, thou 
knowest not now; but thou shalt know here- 
after." 7 

^ John xiii. 7. 
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SERMON XVlIL* 



THE KNOWLIBDGE OF GOD AND OF JESUS 
CHRIST, THE BEGINNING AND EARNEST OF 
ETERNAL LIFE. 

John xvii. 3. 

" This is life eternal, that they might know thee the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. 



>» 



To cultivate every sort of knowledge which may 
tend to improve the present condition of man, in 
his individual or social capacity, is commendable 
and useful. It is to the thirst for knowledge 
which characterizes the period in which we live, 
and to the practical application of that knowledge 
when acquired, that our country is, in a great mea- 
sure, indebted for the lofty eminence to which it 
has attained. Within these few past years, and in 
the recollection of many of us, what mighty im- 

* Preached for a Sunday school. 
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provements have been made in the Tarious depaert*- 
ments of manufiicture, commerce, and agrictdtuvel 
and the accumulation of individual and nadonal 
wealth, the increase of national glory, and the pn^ 
motion of domestic comforts and social tnteroowse, 
have been the happy results of these improveoientB. 
In these results, and apart from all selfish' consi- 
deration as affecting our own incBvidnal advahtage, 
we rejoice ; because the love of our country promf:fts 
us to hail with unmingled delight, whatever may 
legitimately tend to increase its re^dwn, i\k oom* 
fort, and its stability- 

But, beneficial and gratifying as these improve- 
ments are, and laudable as are the seardi and ac* 
quisition of the knowledge which leads to these 
improvements, — both the knowledge, improve- 
ments, and their happy results to an individual, to a 
family, to a district, or to the empire, are confined 
within the very narrow limits of die preseiit fife. 
And the man who has been most eminenfly dis- 
tinguished by his deep researches, his ingen^us 
and useful discoveries, Ms well-ldd and well-exe- 
cuted projects, receives after death as little btoe- 
fits from any of or all his laborious pursuits* ilnd 
siiccessM enterprises, as if he had consumed' hh 
days in some unknown desert When he is dead, 
he is as insensible to the praise which may be 
awarded to him, or to the benefits whidi may have 
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tefwulted ix). bim during life, or to the renown which 
to9ig> be traiptsmitted with his niemory to distant ge- 
WiTMimB^ «8 be is to the dust that covers bis 
coffin* 

Hiei^ is, howeyer, a knowledge, of which the 
h^nff^ are not limited by time, — they ^tend 
thrpiigb all eternity. It is the knowledge of the 
tru/e God» .aijul of Jesus Christ; and this is the 
k^^l^ge alluded to in the text. This knowledge 
is.^p mportant as to oatweigh, while it does not 
ai^dude, ^Yery other knowledge, however useful or 
necessary in the present world : and without this 
knowledge^ the most learned, scientific, and re- 
npwned philosopher is but a fool, and will perish 
everlastingly. ^< The world by wisdom knew not 
Qod." 

. In the text we are told by the Lord of life him- 
j^el^ that to know the only true God and Jesus 
(Qbristis life eternal Eternal life is the consum- 
p^f^tion in heaven, of spiritual life begun and car- 
ried on in the present life : and spiritual life con^ 
4sts ;in tbe saving and practical knowledge of 
Qod; and Christ as revealed to us in the word of 
Qod. Tbfsn, to have a saving knowledge of 
Qod, i^nd Christ is to have the beginning the fore- 
tf^p^ the earnest of eternal life. This appears to 
be implied in the text. But let us more particu- 
larly, 
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. I. iNaUIRE WHAT IT 10 TOKIfOW^GM) BSa> fftttUS 

CiiRiflT: and, . » '^ 5».ilt 

II; Point out bbibflt the Bf^sgBDinu9(f>r 

i^NowiKo God and Jesus CHRiffn 

L We inquire what it is to know 3oi» aiib 
Jesus Christ. 

God iS) in the text, caUed tbe^ anly true God^ to 
distinguish him from the many fitise gddB wbMi 
the heathen had invented, and whidi they wor- 
3bipped* Thus does the apostle remind the 6akh 
tian Christians, of their former ignoraoee of Crod, 
bjT' telling them, <^ When ye knew not God, ye did 
service unto them which by nature are no god^*i 
There is a knowledge of God which may be de: 
rived from contemplating the works of nature : -for, 
^ the heavens declare the glory of God, and Ihe 
firpiament sheweth his handywork." ' God has net 
left himself without a witness of his exi^ence^ of 
his power, wisdom, and goodness; and the man 
who does not in the works of creation, in tiirar cen^ 
servation, in their regulation, and in their adaptA* 
tion to their respective ends, discover and aeknow" 
ledge the ^stence and agency of an infinitely ^in- 
telligent and presiding Being, is left widioHt «X!^ 
cuse. He must discard the use of reason* ^ For 
the invisible things of him from tbe creatmt lif thei 

» Gal. iv.S. « Ps xix. 1. 
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wQflldeare <cteshrlj men,: bemg atiderst^od by the 
things that are made, — even his eternal POWtA 
Asm^jQcammAB ; so that tfa^y are without excuse ; 
because that when tiiey knew Ood, they glorified 
him i^ot as God, neither were thankful; but became 
smn in their xnagini^ioDs^ and their foolish heart 
was darkened." 3 

.) lAoP^ if the heathen nations, with their limited 
iMAtts ^ 'knowing the true God, are without ex- 
cum; 'if tiie^ who have only the works of nature 
for* their, guide^ are condemned for their ignorance 
of Ood ; what excuse can they have, or how dball 
they ^GBpe^ who, in addition to the wondrous works 
of Giod, have the advantage of revelation, and 5'^t 
remaifi ignorant of the true God ? 

Surely, on that righteous maxim, that ^' unto 
wfaotaisoever much is given, of him shall be much 
lequked^" dieir condemnation will be more aggra- 
vatsd than that of the Gentiles. And such an ag- 
gnvrated omdemnation will be theirs who live in a 
Clu'istiAn land, and wil&Uy close their eyes against 
the ttue light which shineth in the word of the 
living God. 

• But that knowledge of God, which at the same 
tiflie OMfmiands our reverential awe, dur filial Jl^ar, 
qui! gratitude, our love, and our obedience, — that 
knowledge of God which transforms the soul,— ^is 

» Rom. i. 20, 21. 
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to be obtained in the word of God^ In that vimi 
we behold unfolded to us the charadier^ the ftltri^ 
bates, of the divine Being. There we reaxi^ for 
there is revealed, his justice and mercy, his powco' 
and wisdom, his love and goodness, his etetlaily 
and sovereignty ; and there we behold a ttnion of all 
his adorable attributes in planning and exeotitiag 
the great design of man's redemptions To- conh 
template the wonders of nature, may justly 'astxwifii) 
and delight us ; but in approadiing the mysterioiiS 
scheme of salvation, an inspired apostle could hot 
avoid exclaiming, << O ! the depth of the tfchc^ 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God ! how 
imsearchable are his judgments and his ways pa^t 
finding out!"^ God in Christ, reconciling the 
world unto himself — a full and free pardon of all 
past transgressions — the repentant sinner's acce^t^ 
anoe witb God,— everlasting life as the end^ iAe 
reward, yet not of debt but of grace, of a life ^ 
faith and holiness here, are proclaimed and offered 
in God's holy word. Here, in the word, a feast^of 
fat things is prepared and offered to the pooratafti 
contrite sinner : and the invitation is gone forth: 
^< Eat, O friends ; drink, yea drink abundantly^ Oi, 
beloved." <^ Here the waters of life freely and- emi* 
stantly flow ; and every thirsty soul is most gm* 
ciously invited and abundantly welcome ; ^^ Let 

* Kom. xi. 33. ^ Canticles v. 1. 
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biw'tbftt'bil aduvBt oomo. And whosoever will, 
l«t-him,lBlu»^e mater of life freely."^ Here, in 
tbt #i»d, Jesus Ctdist, the eternal Son of God, 
tiae- secwjd .person in the adorable Trinity* is ex- 
bibiktied to ust as the Saviour who is mighty to 
3aTB>aad,ati»itg to deliver. Here is tihe richest 
4i>t>lay' of We and mercy ; and at the same time 
tbe niDbt anrJ«l e^ibation of divine justice and 
power jc the puniabment of sin. In the incam^ 
tjea o£<>briBt, in the humiliation of Christ, in the 
suffetiags and ignominious death of Christ, in 
the rosurrection and ascension of Christ, and in tbe 
glariflcalion of Christ, behold the exercise of tbe 
divine attributes. Where are these truths re- 
vycsledi* Not in nature, though in nature no- 
ttnng mi^Uates agunst these truths; but in tbe 
hf)}y scriptures are they made known to us. Now 
WNdiwt such a rev^tion as that which is commu- 
Btcabedtous by the word of God, it does not ap- 
peal that any one of the fallen race) of Adam 
9ouhl have expected to be saved from the wrath 
«f God. To tbe rinner, where, except in tbe word, 
is'itfaere any encouragement held out to return 
fMm. die path of rebellion and miseiy ? Without 
a.wrelation of God's relation to us and of h\s will 
cancetning us, we could not have known what 
' Revel, xxii. 17. 

O 2 
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duties we owe to him, what merdes we need Hd 
may expect to receive from him. 

Now, to render this rerelatioii ci the onljf^'tiluf 
God and of Jesus Christ beneficial to lourselTes^; 
or, in other words, to answer die great end of thiB 
revelation, there must be a practical appiioatioQ.'of 
it to the heart and conscience of man. This ikppli^ 
cation must be made by that same divine Sjpmi 
which inspired the holy penmen to write the wcnkI- 
Men must be convinced of their sipfultiess, giii}4 
and danger, before they can value oi^ seek the 
blessings offered in the gospeL '^ They that ace 
whole need not a physician; but they that are 
sick." 7 «No man," saith the apostle, **can say 
that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost :'*^ 
i. e. no man can be so convinced of the divinity, 
the all-suiBciency, the power and willingness of 
Christ Jesus to save, as to commit his soul into 
the hand of Christ, and serve Christ* unless this 
conviction be wrought in the mind by the Holy 
Spirit 

To know the only true God and Jesus QiriBtt Js 
to know God and Christ as revealed in the jsi^p- 
tures. To know God as he is self-existent, and lis 
he is related to us; — to know Jesus Christ .l^rvilie 
Sstviour of men ; and to be under the inflaefteert^f 
that knowledge, in our faith and practicey.isreBsmi- 

^ Luke V. 31. • 1 Cor. xii. 3. 



tAND. OF. JJ|^9U3 CHRIST, 2^3 

tiad tDf€(iir!8a1;fa/tiQii5r-^is necessary for the obtaining 
of eternal life. Sudi a. knowledge of God and of 
Gfafist^ 'produoes humble confidence and rest in the 
LfOrd^^ it /produces: also a holy obedience, a respect 
to' ^' the cCHDmaDdments of God; it produces a 
Conformity ladth the holy example of Christ; it 
begets id the soul the moral image of the blessed 
Godr: lor, as afull^ intuitive knowledge of God in 
beaven. will produce a complete conformity with 
-him,^ 8o the present, imperfect, believing know- 
ledge of God, transforms the soul, though imper* 
f<6etly, into that divine image. We now purpose^ 

IL To POINT OUT THE BLESSINGS OF KNOWING 

GOf> AND Jesus Christ: it is life eternal. 
<>iniisis life eternal that they might know thee, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast 
sttnt/' 

> As long as men are ignorant of the true God and 
of ^his Son Jesus Christ, they live " without God 
in the world,^ they are " strangers from the cove- 
nants of promise,*' " without Christ," f ^ having no 
hope." They are of "this present evil world." 
Their affections and pursuits terminate in this 
w6rkL ' Their hopes and enjoyments end with the 
present life. And is it not truly affecting to behold 
imoiQrtal souls, to whom immortal happiness is 

' 1 John Hi. 2. 
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offered, so much engaged and so' mtich' absorbed 
in tbe pursuits and enjoyments of a ^ew eaitHly 
shadows, as to lose the Ssvour of God, to lose 'thdr 
poor souls, and at lastto drop into hell ! To iheni,-^ 
because their eyes are blinded by the ^^god of this 
world," — ^to them, the revealed character of Grod, 
the revealed salvation by Christ, the ofifer of eter- 
nal life, present no attractive force. But wbeii 
men have the knowledge spoken of in thy text, th^^ 
begin to live for eternity. They know, in ^ome 
measure, the value of the souL With them' the 
things of eternity far outweigh the things of time: 
They live under the influence of this saving know- 
ledge; they live unto God, "as those who are 
alive from the dead.'' When the formerly care- 
less, the profane, the ungodly, perceives something 
of the nature of religion, — ^when he discovers, 
though faintly, the relation in which he stands to 
God, — ^when he finds himself standing on the verg6 
of an eternal world, — ^when he feels the burden of 
sin press him down as it were into the bottomless 
pit; — salvation, as revealed in the gospel, becomes 
the object of his desire and pursuit He is tlie 
convinced sinner, fleeing from the city of desiruc- 
tion, to "lay hold on eternal life.^ He J^'ilb 
longer inactive and dead through the stupefaction 
6f sin. The Holy Spirit has quickened him ; '4bd 
he now Uves " in newness of life." He thinks and 
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a,qt^ as a sjtr^nger and pilgrim on earth ; and> by 
bis, life anjd ca^versation, he declares that b^ is 
^^kin^ another . country, even an heavenly one. 
In proportion to the devotedness with which he 
Uyies unt;o God, does he become dead to the world* 
filled iWith the holy Psalmist does he say, " Whom 
hsfvjQ 1 in heaven but thee, and there is none upon 
earth that. I desire beside thee."* He understands 
th^ apostie^^ description of his own detachment 
^am_ the world: "I am crucified with Christ, 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
iPje^ and the life which I now live in the flesh, I 
live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved m% 
^d gave himself for me."' 

Thus, the practical knowledge of the true God 
and of Jesus Christ is inseparably connected with 
spiritual life; it is spiritual life; and spiritual 
life is the beginning of life eternal. A true, saving 
l^wledge of God and of Christ is the light that 
S|binei;h more and more until the perfect day. At 
{urei^ent ^' we see through a glass darkly,^ but in 
heaven we shall see "face to face," — "we shall 
^oe him as he is ;" and our happy employment and 
exiyoyment will be the conteinplation and adoration 
pf t^e glorious God. 

J, ,JIer^ allow me to ask you, Do you know any- 
Hff^S fi^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ Jesus Christ? We do not 
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mean a mere speculataye knowl^^g^ — Qr j^?i^ 
loose notions of the divine Being, which floatiii; t^ 
beadi but which have no salutary injBueis^e.i^^ 
the heart and the life. We mean that kiio^ledg^ 
which leads you* as a poor condemned sinper» to 
rest solely on Christ for life eternal ? tbe k^ff^ 
ledge which sweetly constrains you to yie^ jTf^^ 
selves to God ? the knowledge which &ustaAp9 Bjfd 
consoles you in every vicissitude of life.? JDo y^ 
feel the importance of this knowledge} and 4o«.yj^ 
seek an increase of it? If you doi,. happy ^re^j^ 
If you do, you will feel anxious to communicalie |p 
others this same blessed knowledge on which. de- 
pends eternal life. Having ^' tasted that the Lor^ 
is gracious ;" having experienced what great things 
he hath done for your own souls, — you will ende^ 
vour to lead others also to enjoy the same hle^ 
ings*. The value of your own souls wiU teac^iy^ii 
to feel for the souls of others around you^ and yp|i 
will inquire how. you can bring the poor xgppj;^^ 
sinner to know the true God and Jesus Cbr^L , ., 
There are various ways by which you v^^f ]i^fi^ 
the blessing of God, be instrumenta.1 in.turfUf^ 
"a sinner from the error of his way," — ^in s^aiflpg 
" a soul from death."' You are not callecji, t;^/he 
public ministration of the word and sacramen^i^^ 
God. But by your holy example, by.ypur se^gi^r 
able admonitionj by your godly couiisel, yqif jqa^y 
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i^ffiabt Jnuclr* good. Among otLer. means of coin- 
fMiilidlliilg'tliesaviiig knowledge of God and of 
Jfefiftts Christ, there is one highly interesting and 
firt!^valtiaWe;— ^Imean Sunday-schools, which are 
foeo6iii0'So general in this highly-favoured country, 
"Wfiferi t&e object of a Sunday-school is, what it 
T^tiBif 'oiigfai to be, the religious instruction of the 

r 

<^M(freti ; and when that object is steadily pursued 
iit di^ndence on the blessing of God, the most 
fatippy results may be confidently expected. And 
ti^bat^ employment so delightful as to bend the teur 
der mind of a child to the holy law of his Creator, 
—^td tcd<ih the rising generation to remember their 
Creitbr in the days of their youth ; — to point out 
to tiiem the Friend of sinners — to show them the 
path of life; — in a word, to rescue them from the 
silar^s of an ungodly world here, and from ever- 
lasting destruction hereafter ! Oh ! it is delightful, 
and, we think, must amply repay every labour, arid 
Mpense, and self-denial, to see a child gradually 
receiving the light of life, and walking in the way 
of ffife eternal. " And this is life eternal that they 
bii^t know thee the only true God, and Jesus 
ISliriist T^hom thou hast sent." 
''^W6 are aware that objections to Sunday-schools 
n^ve been advanced in some such form ais this. By 
teaching poor children to read, you prepare them 
id 4^ad' bad publications, and to imbibe moral an^ 

o5 
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political poison. You also les^ tbevo X^ >Wt^. 
themselves ou the little kno^dedge wbii^h, fy^y ;^, 
oeive ; aad they become less obedi^t ;iiid ore^p^q^ 
ful to.dieir employers and superiors* . Wi^^gra^ 
tbat. these evils may result from inatPuctMig^iAil* 
dren merely to read. We oonfess that i1;q ..teiH^K* a 
child to read, may create in him an appei;it^ J^^ 
deleterious food. But these apprehended, ^is^il^. ar^ 
not the legitimate or necessary fruits p^ ^Siuij()^<y 
school instruction. They are the conyieyuep^t^ j4 
a defect in the system of instructipn. . Let ff\\fi 
children be taught the moral duties wbicb i^ejf 
owe to Grod and man ; let them be taugt^^t the jiSh 
tore and design of God^s services in the sanctuary ; 
let them be taught to keep holy the sabbath-day ; 
let them be instructed, as their tender minds cap 
bear to be instructed, in the simple and huml)liq|[ 
truths of the gospel ; let them be kept .aloof fronf 
the desecration of the sabbath-day by writii^gf 
countings and the like secular employmeni;, 911 
God's holy day; let punctuality and order, authorijiy 
and love, firmness and kindness, govern the inst;i7 
ttttipn ; — ^let all this be done, and the children will, 
in some measure, be governed in their temper ^d 
every-day conduct by the word of God. And just 
as f^tr as they are in subjection to the word of Qo^ 
wiJil they b^ humble, teachable, respectful, ob^- 
dienV &nd useful members of society. Create ^ a 
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cXAl&iOT k yc^uth a sort of mental appetite: tben 
iheBt> that appetite ^mth suitable, wholesome food; 
and 'of tlttd food they will find a rich abundance in 
^tk seriptfures, and the liturgy of our church. 
' Iiistead of dwelling on the method of teaching 
diiidren-^n important subject truly — we proceed 
to'aj^peai to you on behalf of the institution, the 
catt^ of i^hich we are this day pleading. In sup- 
ptn^ittg and conducting the Sunday-schools in this 
efitehsive and populous parish, much personal la- 
bbdr-i^ required. This, we are happy to say, is 
gratuitously supplied by the teachers. To meet 
the various expenses which must be ne<iessarUy 
incurred, funds are also required. Now, when you 
consider that the advantages of Sunday-schools are 
liot confined to the scholars, but extend to parerits 
and neighbours of the scholars ; when you consider 
how that the comfort, and security, and respecta^- 
l^lity of a neighbourhood depend npon its mot'al 
arid religious character ; and when you also con- 
sider how that character must be formed and con* 
fi'rmed by a system of training, it will appear to 
you to be your own interest to support the Sunday- 
schools. The advantages of religious training are 
also eternal: hence the schools rest their claim 
lipori you as Christians ; and we would direct your 
eyes to the scholars instructed in these schools, 
and would say to you, there are fourteen ' 
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yooog kuMMrtah^ candidatps for etenai^ ufav ^ 
be either bnfs of eternal gkvy sal happiBea^iiv 
sulQeotB of eternal shame and numj. We appal 
to you^ then, as men and as CSiristianay ob. tlfe ile* 
half of these children, and we would aak jwu; ISaa 
]foii be indiflerent as to Aeir everlasthig iimdnyi 
^Hb thai givedi to the poor lendeA unto -the 
Lord.^ And, O ! what poverty so gtest,:so laaei^ 
able» so debasing, as sonl p oveity^ what ]ga«h 
ranee so deplorable as ignorance of tbe ^ruCfOed 
and of the only Saviour of lost sinneis i Te selieie 
this poverty, to remove this ignorance^ is tfae<>b- 
ject of your Sunday-schools, for which we now 
plead ; and shall we plead in vain? 
* To the teacliersj we would address a word or two. 
-My dear finends, the duty which you have undero 
taken to discharge, is a duty that requires labour, 
ftatience, and perseverance. You may meet witfc 
many discouragements. If your hearts are cni- 
gaged in this work of labour and love, hope and 
despair of success will alternately animate and de- 
press your minds. Be of good courage^ Chdy 
labour with prayer, perseverance, and reliance upas 
God. ^Be not weary in well doing: for in: due 
season we shall reap if we faint not*',^ Who csn 
tell^bM' diat if you are saved tltfoij^h gi»ce\and 
adflodttfad iftto the kingdom of heaven,-^ whcf^ciiQ 



AVB OF imsea 'CHMST.x SOI 

ttdlk«d>thst:B0Oie an& or «iber t^.^iese' children 
«b(Hii-jDpi;Breiimw mfitrueliDg'in tbescbools, will 
botfae fiiat to meet and hail you so your aitranoe 
iatt):iteaffeiif and fat kddren you in some such bn- 
gaag^iUtbe: *^I vaS'Onoe a poor, igHorUit child 
in 74Bder>.warld which you have just left I wis 
gatngrdowA'tbe hioad road of sin to werlaatiiig 
noacihut. yott kindly took me by the hand; yoti 
«ecB the' h^^^ iBstniment at ched(ing my anful 
darter, of -teacdung me to know the only true God 
and Jeeus CSmst, and of ahowing me &e way to 
heavcD. And now 1 enjoy ' life etemalf' and shall 
rejoice together with you, and love and adore for 
ever that Saviour who died to save us." 

But suffer also a word of e^thortation. Being 
ei^aged in the same good work and in the eaaitfe 
SDhool, — regard and love one another aa feOov- 
laboum^. Let no jealousy, or strife, or deureof 
pFc-eminemie, occupy your minds, destroy yoor 
peactv and break the bond of union by wbidi you 
are iinited. Bear each other's burden, " love as 
bnethren," be pitifuL he courteous, Uveinpesfie; 
and may the God of peace be with you, and abun- 
dantly blees you in your labours and in your own 

SIBlU- 

■ To the parents, we voMaiBOBxy, Thoughyour 
ohildron are instructed in the Sunday>sclioo], your 
own obligation to "bring up" your childrei' "'•" 
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the nurture and admonition of the L6rd," i^ iitj^iar 

from being relaxed that it ib confirmed. ' C^- ^otk 

view the efforts of others' to profit your drildreri,; 

and remain unmoved by the disinteredted'exkmpte 

of the teachers, by your natural affeetion^anii' by 

the awful responsibility resting upon yoii, to' train 

up your children in the way in which \hey sholiid 

walk? If p&rents did but rightly att^d to tHeii* 

children's religious and moral instrtrctkivii tkere 

would be no need of Sunday-schools ; btit in ^CfonP 

sequence of the ignorance, the ungodfiness^* and the 

criminal and unnatural indifference of parents, the 

labour of teaching devolves upon others ; and t^ 

wholesome and desired effect of this* disinterested 

labour is too frequently counteracted by the evil 

exiampleof the parents themselves. And how-paiii^ 

ful the sight of such parents' conduct, espeemlly o«i 

the Lord's holy day; in neglecting the house- ol 

God; in loitering up and down in the lanes *dtid 

fields, in their working dress ; and thus, in <a<a$&kig 

up their offspring to despise the word of God,' to 

irreverence his sanctuary, to desecrate his salibdth^, 

to provoke his wrath, and, in a word, to walk tkf 

downward road to eternal perdition! O! in «he 

last great day what mutual crimination will there 

be ! Ungodly, lost parents accusing their children, 

and ungodly and lost children accusing their wicked 

parents, of neglect, of evil example, yea of being 

trumental in destroying their souls. 
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ijn^doqd' of, incurring so awful a condeoiDatioii as 
t^t ^^nh av^its every Buch ungodly pareut, study, 
pr^a^ lahourto lead your children in the way 
oft |1;]if0.e|tefnalt" — to give them that knowledge 
i^oh, teitdub'to make wise unto salvation. Be 
nqi^nteilt witb telling them what is wrong, or 
'Vhfitii^ r^bt;, batt if necessary, you must exenuse 
tt)4tiTan^lipnty with which nature and revelation 
io^^t YWs' to^ resti^D the evil Abraham com- 
nwodwl his children and his household after bim ; 
apd tb^ Lord commended Abraham for using his 
authority s* while Eli was content with merely tell- 
iog' big wicked sons that they were doing wrong^^ — 
-T-*f he lestrainfid them not;" and EU, as well as 
his sons, was punished, and made a monument 
of. God's anger against such parents as omit to 
reBtiaia the wickedness of their sons and daughteiB. 
I^t,Uw two following passages of holy writ be 
firmly ^xed in your minds ; let them daily operate 
in A«9iiidu)g you of your duty to your children^ to 
soci^, t9 yourselves, and to your God: "Train 
ujt,«ia)liM^^° tliB way he should go;"' and, "Ye 
fotherajT-bring them (your children) up in the 
nditure andadmonition of the X.ord."B 

,■ ,' ) Gen.jcTui- 19. ' P'ov. xxii. 6. 

, . ' 1 Sam. u. iii. IT. 'Ephes. ri. 
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SERMON XIX.' 



ON NATIONAL REPKNTA^E; 

Joel ii. 12^ 13. 

^^ Tkerefore also now^ saith the Lord, turn ye evea^ tonne 
with all your heart, and with fasting, and with woep- 
iogj and with mourning ; and rend your heart, and not 
your garments, and turn unto the Lord your (rod : for 
he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of 
great kindness, and repenteth him of the ev^U/* 

It has pleased our gradous Sovereign, with the 
advice of his privy council, to command this day 
to be observed by all his subjects, as a day of £i^t- 
ix>g and humiliation, on account of our iiatiQ^al 
visitations* For, besides the periodical distr^e^ 
which, of late years, have pressed upon our CQUfh^ 
try» an alarming and ravaging disease^ ha^ visited 
Qup land; and has already cut down i\bout.tf|f^ 

'^ Pt^6hedonthe21stof March, 183d, beiii^ the^y 
^ppodoted for a natiooal fast and prayer* . /; orii" 

3 The cholera morbus. 
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thousand of our fellow subjects. It is not this dis- 
ease alone that threatens the kingdom. The state 
of the country generally, in its present unsettled 
position, exhibits a gloomy appearance; and a 
dark cloud appears to be hanging over our head as 
a nation ; and that cloud may ere long break in 
awful and devastating storms, sweeping away with 
a terrific force, all that is dear to us as men, as 
Britons, as Christians. . 

That tb^ Lord God has a oontrorersy with this 
nation, as he had with the Jewish nation of old, is, 
and has been, the decided opinion of many reflecting 
and observing men. And this opinion seems to be 
well sustained by the review of the provocations 
which the Lord God is daily receiving from man ; 
and from man, as is the case in this empire, en- 
dowed with so many signal privileges and bless- 
ings; — so many opportunities and incentives to 
know and serve the true God. 

It is no small aggravation of our sins that we 
exclude Almighty God from the government of the 
worlds by an atheistical denial of his providential 
a^etiidy in the afiairs of kingdoms and of individuals. 
Our stccessfal enterprises or our reverses we 
ascribe to our own wisdom and skill, or to chance. 
Of us it may be said, as it was said of Israel of 
old, >' She did not know that I gave her coriiy and 
wine, and oil, and multiplied her silver and gold. 
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which they prepared for BaaL Therefore ,wiU I 
return, and take away my corn ia the time tbereoJ^ 
and my wine in the season thereof, and wili fe- 
cover my wool and my flax given to cover, ,ber 
nakedness."' 

In the history of the Jewish nation, we find that 
the national iniquities brought down national judg- 
ments ; and on the nation's repentance and hu^ii- 
liation before God, he remembered his mer^y a^d 
turned away his wrath. 

The chapter from which our text is taken, ,oppns 
with terrible threatenings against Israel for tbeir, 
sins. But in the chapter we see that God in his 
wrath remembers mercy. Having proclaimed his 
awful judgments to alarm, he sends forth from the 
mercy seat an exhortation to repent, accompanied 
with an announcement of his gracious and merciful 
disposition, to win upon the wayward nation, and 
to allure it to return. "Therefore also now, 
saith the Lord, turn ye even to me with aU ymv 
heart, and with fasting, and with weepings: and 
with mourning ; and rend your heart and not yoi^ 
garments, and turn unto the Lord your Go^; for 
he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of 
great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil." 

We shall notice, 

^ Hos. ii. 8> 9. . r ^ ,« 
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' 1. The exhortation to the people to re- 
l^'itK UNTO the Lord ; 

^ll.' The DIRECTION FOR THEIR RETURN; AND 
' ill;. 'TilE ENCOURAGEMENT PRESENTED TO THEM 
TO RETURN. 

We notic6, 

'1. Tkfi EXHORTATION TO THE PEOPLE TO RETURN 

lii^to tkE Lord. 

** Therefore also now, saith the Lord, turn ye 
eveti td me" — "and turn unto the Lord your 
CSod." The exhortation is introduced with, " the 
Lord saith." Jehovah speaks, let his voice com- 
mand silence and reverence. Though his words 
be coinmunicated through man, they are the words 
of Him at whose bidding universal nature moves 
and obeys ; it is he who stilleth the raging of the 
tempest and restraineth the madness of the peo- 
ple. " The Lord saith ;'* and what saith he ? 
" Tiirri ye even to me.'* What is the nation to 
ticha from? From its evil ways. When we speak 
of the nation, we speak of the individuals who com- 
bo^ the nation. For« as a family is made up of 
individual members, so the nation is made up of 
individuals. Then as we who are present compose 
a part of the nation, our business this day lies 
chiefly with ourselves ; and we should regard the 
text as addressed to each one of us now present. 
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The eithortation contained in the teit ini^ifefe 

tbat the people there addressed, "had turtied frdiki 

Grod Is this not true of us ? Have we not, to 

use the emphatic confession which we profess to 

make every time that we assemble m the libuse of 

prayer, — have we not " erred and strayed " from 

Ood^s ** ways like lost sheep ;* have we not **'!bl- 

lowed too much the devices and dei^ires of onr own 

hearts"? To take a survey of, and describe t»te 

various evil ways by which men depart from God, 

would be too great a task for one discourse. We 

shall notice only a few of the most common and 

notorious. 

Ungodliness, This country is denominated a 
christian country. We glory in so honourable a 
denomination. There is in the empire much pro- 
fession of Christianity : and, blessed be the Lord 
(jod, there are many God-fearing and God-serv- 
ing men among the rich and the poor. They are 
the salt of the country. If ten righteous mesn had 
been faund adequate to the preservation of Sodom ; 
(jie ten thousands found in Great Britain wiH we 
trust, be found, under God, the means of preserv-* 
ing our beloved country, our altars, our homes, 
ftom the desolations that sweep through empires 
vhich know not God. Still, it is to be feared, that 
df the great mass of our population^ there are but 
few comparatively who truly fear and serve God, 
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as ; )Aiie gospel .requires. There is not one half of 
t^.population, that makes any profession of gocU 
Une(s^ ; and of the minor portion that professes to 
be duristian, bow few are they who lead a godly 
lifej Of those who name " the name of JesuS)" 
how; few depart from iniquity ! How few walk 
If orthy of their high vocation ! What shall we say 
of whole . nominal christian families who call not 
upon God) excepting to profane his holy name ? and 
wiiQ .neglect the daily worship of God as families 
and as individuals ? Again, look at the sabbath- 
breaking so indecently notorious in our towns ajad 
villages throughout the land. Observe the wanton 
profligacy, the drunkenness, the whoredoms, the 
dishonesty, the frauds, the lying, deceiving, and 
swearing in the land. It may surely be said i>f 
Britain, as the Lord'*s prophet said of Judea of old» 
— " The Lord hath a controversy with the ipba«- 
bitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor 
Hierey, nor knowledge of God in the land. By 
swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and 
committing adultery, they break out, and blood 
toudieth blood."* 

^ «Hear the blasphemy which pervades the lemd. 
j^od's solemn message to man is mocked : bis word 
detlied; his sanctuaries too much neglected; bis 
miti^i'B reviled ; his worship despised : and men 

l»i*; I '. ' ^.Hoseaiv. 1,?. 
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seem to speak and act as if there i& q^iGqcL Eff^ 
vile publication that teems froia the cqrrppl;.,^ 
corrupting portion of the press, is made a vehicle 
for the conveying of moral and poUtioal pjpi^on 
throughout the empire. And it may be . ^akj, es 
of the days of old ; *^ This day is a day of trqujl;>le 
and of rebuke, and of blasphemy."^ pod'^ ii^^t- 
sengers cry aloud, but they cry in vain ; they jp^acjl^ 
but in vain; they warn and exhort, but their niei^ff^ 
is derided, — their character is defamed} theiT pffi^ 
vilified; and their persons are insulted. N^ 
in the assembly of British and Christian legislators, 
have we men lifting up their atheistical fronts^ aud 
publicly denying the providence of God. And jfii 
we are thankful to that God, who in his forbesurr 
ance has not forsaken our Iand,that we can record 
the rebuke which these modem and blaspbemipg 
Rabshakehs have me'c in that assembly. 

Not dissimilar to this career in wickedne$s,>rwas 
that of the Jewish nation, before God's judgz^enU 
were outpoured upon that people. Heax tbecopi" 
plaint preferred against that nation, aod say wbe^* 
ther it may not be justly transferred to our ow^? 
'^ And the Lord God of their fathers sent to &em 
by his messengers, rising up betimes, and bgvA^ 
ing ; because he had compassion on his people^ B^d 
on his dwelling-place : But they mocked the me^-- 

* Is. xxzvii. 3. 
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sengers of God, and despised bis words, and 
iMsuged his prophets, until the wrath of the 
liord," &e.» 

' N(iw, from these and other evil ways, we are 
called upon to return: and to return unto the 
Lord. It is in vain that we spend our time in 
blaming this or that political measure ; in repre- 
b^hding this or that political party. For, as long 
as men, whether kings, governors, or subjects, cast 
off the fear of God, they may concoct their measures, 
tfa6y may debate, they may legislate, — yet the 
country will not prosper, if God has a controversy 
mih the people of the land. And if the nation, 
through every rank, from the king who wields the 
sceptre down to the meanest of his subjects, do 
not acknowledge God and submit to his will, it 
lAfttters little, to the nation at large, what measures 
may be proposed and adopted by the great council 
of the nation. Nothing, we apprehend, will secure 
thtd nation from a fearful ruin, but a most exten- 
sive reform, a reform that will reach and benefit 
every individual, high and low, rich and poor. If 
you inquire what this reform is, which we recom- 
metid, — ^we answer, it is that every one of every 
rank in life reform himself No other refoim will 
confer a real and lasting benefit on this country. 
Let the drunkard become sober ; let the godless 

* 2 Chron. xxxvi. 15^ 16. 
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sabbath-breaker learn Xq bi^Uow the Ra^^fjb ^r, 
let the oppre^or do *< that which is li^wfi^.^ 
right f* let the profane ^wearer ieave off bi^,p||||)s 
and curves ; let the liar ^^ speak . truth i^atlj^ J^ 
neighbour;*^ let the blasphemer reverence the najooie 
of the Lord ; let the adulterer become chai^te t, let 
the neglecter and despiser of God's holy word, 
bend bis understanding and hia will to that word ; 
let the nominal Christian no longer enshroud him- 
self in a mere external form of godliness, ^' sapng, 
peace, peace, when there is no peace. '^ I^et tll^e 
bold Antinomian cease to ^^sin that grace ;aiay 
abound." " Let every one that nameth the name 
of Christ depart from iniquity/' 7 In a word, let 
every one turn unto the Lord God, according to 
the dictates of his holy word ; and let him ti^rn 
with all his heart. We proceed to notice, 

11. The direction for returning to the 
Lord, given in the text. 

" Turn ye even to me with all your heart." 
Here lies the main business: — the main sprinj^ of 
turning unto God,— the heart The heart mvist be 
solemnly and unreservedly dedicated to . God. 
Without this internal movement, all outwai;d. sho^ 
of obedience, or sorrow for sin, or repentance, or 
fasting, or prayer, will avail nothing. There may 

7 2 Tim. ii. 19- 
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appear a whole nation prostrate in the dust; there 
itoy i^ ifcfae' outpouring from innumerable lips, of 
fcbbWBslon 6i sin, and of contrition for sin, — ^yet, if 
ilie'heartbe not there, this charge will be 'made 
;kga2DBt and will <*ondemn the whole as a solemn 
tnckjkery : ** This people draweth nigh unto me 
With 'their mouth, and honoureth me with their 
ilps; but their heart is far from me."^ Let the 
inner man be rectified by the word of God as the 
Instrument, and by the Spirit of God as the agent, 
anil the outward reformation will easily follow. 
This inward reformation, this return of the heart 
to God, is to be expressed by suitable outwiard 
signs: and so it is directed in the text ; for you are 
to return 

" With fasting.'^ The practice of fasting has 
existed in the church of God, both Under the 
Jewish and Christian dispensation. It is a prac- 
tice by which we not only indicate our sorrow for 
sin ; but also a means by which the flesh is to be 
subdued to the spirit : so, the mind, being less en- 
cumbered, becomes better prepared to attend to 
spiritual subjects. But beware of attaching to this 
practice of fasting any merit : beware lest you sub- 
stitute it fot the alone and sufficient merits of the 
Lord Christ. For, " to fast with this persuasion 
of mind, that our fasting and other good works can 

« Matt. XV. 8. 
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make us good, perfect, and just men, and finally 
bring us to heaven, is a devilish persuasion ; and 
that fast is so far off from pleasing of God, that it 
refuseth his mercy, and is altogether derogatory to 
the merits of Christ's death, and his precious blood- 
shedding," 9 

" Weeping and mourning" are also becoming 
indications as well as the legitimate fruit of iiiward 
contrition. When the heart is oppressed with 
grief, it pours forth its signs and its groans : and it 
seeks and obtains some relief in the tears which 
flow. There are the sighs and the tears of pity 
for others, — such were those of Jesus over devoted 
Jerusalem. There are sighs and tears from an in- 
ward compunction for sin, — such are those re- 
quired in the text ; and to such the really con- 
vinced and returning sinner is no stranger. «* For 
when good men feel in themselves the heavy bur- 
then of sin, see damnation to be the reward of it, 
and behold with the eye of their mind the horror of 
hell ; they tremble and are inwardly touched with 
sorrowfulness of heart for their offences, and can- 
not but accuse themselves, and open this their 
grief unto Almighty God, and call upon him for 
mercy.** ' — " So that then ' nothing liketh thetn 
more, than to weep, to lament, to mourn, and, both 

* Homily of Good Works. Part I. 
» Ibid. 
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wltti words and behaviour of body, to show them- 
selves weary of this life." But imagine not, my 
friends, that a flood of tears can wash out one 

, _ I 

sin. Do not yield to the unscriptural, semi-infidel 
notion, implied in a much-hackneyed expression of 
the poet, 

'f Nor, tears that wash out sin^ can wash out shame." ^ 

*.' Tears that wash out sin I** Such an opinion may 
befit the man who sees no difierence between wor- 
shipping the only true God, and the "Jove "of 
the heathen. Such a sentiment may emblazon 
forth the novels for the sickly sentimentalists of the 
day. But O ! endure it not in your minds. " The 
blood of Jesus Christ the Son of God,"* and that 
ALONE, " cleanseth us from all sin." 

As it was before observed, outward expressions 
or signs of sorrow for sin, without a return of the 
heart to God, will only be as mockery, — so is it 
estimated in the text, " and rend your hearts and 
not your garments.'^ Rending their garments was 
a practice amqng the people of Israel, by which 
they denoted their sorrow and surprise. But a 
rending of the heart, that is, a brokenness of the 
mind for sin, is what the Lord God regards. " To 
this man will I look, even to him that is poor and 

« Pope. « 1 John i. 7 

P * 
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of a contrite spirit, and that treknbl^th' At my 
\rord." * Let us now notice, 

III. The encouragtement presented to ^he 

PEOPLE TO RETURN TO GOD. 

*^ He is gracious and merciful, slow to atiger, and 
of great kindness, and repenteth him of the' evil.^* 
How frequently is it declared m the 'word,' ttett 
" the Lord is gradousj" and that ** WsinenJy An- 
dureth for ever !" What encouragement do such 
enunciations as these contain to allurt^ us tiot to 
*^ continue in sin ;" but to arise in the name of the 
Lord, from the slavery of sin ! To what but the 
grace of God can we ascribe every blessing, tem- 
poral and spiritual, which is bestowed on man ? 
To what but his mercy can we ascribe the rich 
provisions which he has made for the miserable 
race of fallen Adam ? And to what but the slow- 
ness of his anger can we attribute the existence of 
a world in arms of rebellion against him ?' For, 
what has been this globe on which we tread, tmd 
which is so richly endowed with the goodness of 
God, but a vast stage on which, for thousands of 
years, men have, from generation to generation, 
been practically denying the almighty arin of Je- 
hovah ? Every moment of this world's prolonged 
existence, is a demonstration of God*8 loDg-euffer- 

* Is. Ixvi. 2. 
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mg apd^pati^nde^-^iB a practical ccHiimentary on 
his own word. O ! he waits that be may be gra- 
cious. He spares individuals, families, and na- 
la^Qs ; aQ4 • gives . (hem ^ace for repentance. . He 
calls to them, by his word and by bis providence, 
tOr turo -from* their evil ways that iniquity may not 
fcet M^eir< ruio^ . To every one now present does he 
fifty "\Ii'wn. ye, turn ye : for why will ye die ?" ^ 
^^tC^pe^fnow, and let us reason together, saith the 
hojA :.ihoi^ your sins be as scarlet, they shaU be 
as white as. snow; though they be red like crim* 
sw,!they shall be as wooL If ye be willing and 
QJI^dient, ye shall eat the good of the land : but if 
ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the 
swor^ : for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.'*^ 
Can i^ny poor, contrite, trembling soul any longer 
doubt .the readiness of Jehovah to pardon iniquity, 
transgressipn, and sin ? If he can, let him add to 
tbe;3e declarations, the truth, at once awfiil and 
€^^cpuragii\g, that the Son of God bled and died 
upon the cross ^ for us men and for our salvation f ' 
and let him reason as Manoah's wife reasoned in 
mother case : ^^ If the Lord were pleased to kill 
us^ l\e would not have showed us all these things, 
n,9r;W0ttld have told us such things as these." 7 
J;a conclusion, suffer a word of exhortation. Let 

? * Ezekiel xxxiii. 11. ' Is. i. 18, 19. 

"^ Judges iiiii. 23. 
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each one, young and old, lay this subject to heart ; 
let each one examine himself and discover how much 
he has contributed to the aggregate sins of the na- 
tion. Let him mourn and weep over his own por- 
tion; let him pray to the Lord God to forgive 
him his part of the land's transgression ; and let 
him pray, that God may, in the exercise of his 
forbearance, spare the empire, and cause his name 
to be known and revered throij^hont the kingdom, 
that righteousness may exalt the nation, that peace 
may flow as a river, diflFtising its benign and blessed ^ 
influence through the length and breadth of the 
land. 
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SERMON XX. 



ON THE GRACE OF CHRIST. 

2 Cob. viii. 9. 

" Ye kn6w the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, 
that ye through his poverty might be rich." 

While the holy apostles of the Lord Christ pro- 
claimed the obedience and the death of their divine 
Master, as the only satisfaction for the sin of man, 
and as the only foundation of the Christian's hope 
of eternal life ; — they also exhibited his holy life 
and self-denying conduct, as a pattern to be imi- 
tated by all his professing servants. Thus, St 
Peter presses upon the Christians whom he ad- 
dressed, the duty of cultivating meekness and for- 
bearance after the example of Christ ; " But if 
when ye do well and suffer for it, ye take it pa- 
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tiendyy this is acceptable with Gcd. !For even 
hereunto were ye called* because Christ also suf- 
fered for us, leaving us an example that ye should 
follow his steps, who did .no sin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth, who, when he was revile<L r^yil- 
ed not again ; when he suffered he threatened not.'** 
St Paul elsOf — when, with much delicacy, urging 
on the believers at Corinth the duty of making con- 
tributions to relieve the poor saints in Judea, — 
reminds those believers of the amazing sacrifice 
which their Lord and Saviour had made for them 
and for their salvation. «* For ye know the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 
yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through 
Bis poverty might be rich/' 

In meditating on these words of the apostle, our 
design is to invite your attention, 

» 

L To THE WONDROUS MANIFESTATION OF THE 

» ■ ' 

GRACE OF THE LoRD Jesus Christ ; and 

r 

II. To THE GREAT END FOR WHICH THAT GRACE 
WAS MANIFESTED. 

When approaching such subjects as these, it is no 
affectation of humility to confess our felt incom- 
petency to do to them anything like justice ; and 
to exclaim with fear and trembling, in the language 
of the great apostle, ^^ who is sufficient for ikhese 

' 1 Pet. ii. 20, &c. 
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things r« Yet our support is that « our suflB- 
ciency is of Grod.^ ' 

Allovr us to call your attention, 



. 1- lO THE WONDROUS MANIFESTATION OF THE 

GRACE OF THE LoRD Jesus Christ. He who was 
rich became poor. 

" He was richy This proposition at once re- 
minds us of an important truth, namely, that the 
Saviour of the world had an existence prior to his 
incarnation : for the apostle writes of him as having 
been rich antecedently to his poverty, — to his 
taking our nature, in which Christ sojourned on 
earth in a state of great poverty. " He was rich." 
And in what was he rich? As Lord of the 
whole creation " he was rich." " All things were 
made by him; and without him was not anything 
made that was made." * " For, by him were^ all 
things created, that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, 

• ' ' 

or dominions, or principalities, or powers ; all things 
were created bv him, and for him ; and he is before 
all things, and by him all things consist"^ In 
both these passages the Lord Jesus Christ is 
spoken of, as it is evident from the context : and he 
is spoken of as the Creator and Proprietor of ^^ all 

« 2 Cor. ii. 16. '2 Cor. iii. 5, 

* John i. 3. *Col. i. 16, &c. 

P 5 
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things.^ <* He was rich '^ in all the^ aHbiWAe jier- 
fections of the Godhead. IVhattvei^'cJ^nMStiiiecl 
the ineffable character and condition bf Qbd'^ffid 
Father, constituted also the character abc) cotidi- 
tion of the Son: for he was and is one lA^ltH'tbe 
Father: « I and my Father are one."«^' Th^'^jWAry 
of the Father was the glory of the Son, wfaSbll^ffie 
Son had from eternity, as he teslified'i ^ And lidW, 
O Father, glorify thou me with thine owntfc^ff #ith 
the glory which I had with thee befot^ the WdrlS 
was/' Here, you perceive, Christ spake '6Ttti^ 
glory which he had, not only before his incamalioti; 
but before the creation of the world,—" before the 
world was/' In power, in glory, in wisdom, in 
happiness, — in all the perfeci'ions op the God- 
head, Christ " was rich." But he who was tbiis 
rich. 

^^ Became poor.** It is not said he was iti^e 
poor; he was not compelled to poverty; he 'be- 
came, willingly became poor. His incamatibti, 
his humiliation, his poverty, all his sufferings; \ir^re 
voluntary. For a season, and at the time pr^-de- 
termined, the second person in the adorable Trinity 
laid aside his glory, — quitted his native heavt^h,*-^- 
took .our human nature with all its infirmtties^' 'sin 
only excepted ; he became bone of our bott^j and 
flesh of our flesh. He not only assumed human na- 

* John X. 30. 
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tijurq ; twjit.bp as^umi^d that nature in its most hum- 
bly Qoajicijtipn, JJjb Qayme,-7-not arrayed with external 
p^Qip.j^ powi^i'r such as secure the homage and 
exi?i)t^ t}^ wonder of this world, but, — to so- 
journ in. the humble " form of a servant" So 
humble, indeed,, was his condition, that when " he 
csfQi^ tQ his own, bis own received him not" From 
hjus.bip'.tl^^to the graye his condition was that of a 
pwr i99rp« , Deprived of the domestic shelter com* 
IQpn to infants of poor parents, he was laid in a 
n^ger as his cradle. As he grew up to manhood, 
he l€|d a poor, obscure life until the commence- 
ment of hifl public ministry. During his public 
career, ^o great was his poverty that to pay a small 
ta^ be had to exert his divine power in working a 
mnracleJ Wearied, hungry, and thirsty, while going 
about continually doing good both t9 the souls and 
bodii^spf men, the cold ground was the place of his 
nightly repose. " The foxes have holes, and the 
bi,rdax^, the air have nests; but the Son of man 
b^b notwhere to lay his head."^ 

. Hi^ condition was not only one of poverty but 
al^ one pf suffering: ^^ He was despised and re- 
jected of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with^9rie£"9 To an unbelieving, disobedient peo- 
ple, there appeared in Christ, during his great humi- 
liation, ^^ no form nor comeliness," "no beauty," 

' Matt xvii. 27. * Matt viii. 20. » Is. liii.3. 
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no attractioii, that they should deait e him. Yea> 
more, he was hated, reyiled, and persecuted ; j^ 
miracles of mercy, his works of benevolence, his 
^Mabours of love,^' were maliciously aseriBed'^o 
Satan's influence. And as the close of his ' toil- 
some and suffering career approached, bissaffier* 
ings accumulated, until his toil aod suffeitAgs 
ended in '< the death of the erosa.^' Tbt» did 'he 
who was rich become poor ; and not only pooiv- but 
emphatically ^* a man of sorrows," of unpardleled 
sufferings. 

In contemplating the poverty, the cruel persecu- 
tion, and ignominious death of Christ, we are 
ready to exclaim, what cruel, hard-hearted people 
were his persecutors and murderers! Indeed, 
they were. But though the Jews did persecute 
unto the death of the cross the Lord of glory^ they; 
were but the willing and malignant instruments. 
The cause of his poverty, his sufferings, and deatii,. 
is to be found nearer home, — it is to be found in 
ourselves. Our sins, your sins and my own sins, 
as well as the sins of others, were the cause of jus 
sufferings. Yes, my brethren, ^^ he was wounded 
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our inirr 
quities; the chastisement of our peace .was upon 
him, and with his stripes we are healed."' Or as 
the apostle states in the text: ^^ for your sakes he 

1 Is. liii. 5. 
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beasbe podr, that yd tbr6ugh his 'p&fettyndght be 
riei." Tb» leads us to notice, 

II; The ore^at end tor which the grace of 
Tfh&'LoftD' Christ ttas manifested: ** that ye 
migBt be rithy 

ythn^ tiie «po3tle here wrote to the Christians 
at CoHntk^ is applicable to all Christians, — 
ObrisdaB9 of every clime, and of every period of 
tfae elmreh. To you and to me it is said this 
day. He who "was rich, for your sakes became 
poor, t}id.t ye through his poverty might be 
rich." 

" That ye might be rich/* This implies, what 
thfe scUripture unequivocally declares, and observa-* 
tion universally confirms, that man is poor unless' 
and until he be enriched through the grace of 
Christ The implied proposition is, Man, of him-' 
s^ is POOR. We speak not now of temporal or * 
worldly poverty ; we speak not of that indigence 
which is the lot of the poor of this world ; but we 
speak of ' spiritual poverty, — of that indigence 
whieli pervades alike the rich and the po6r-*-the 
monarch on his throne, and the meanest of his 
subjects. We speak of the destitution of moral 
excellency irf every man,— such moral excdlency 
as God*s holy law requires, and God's inflexible 
justice demands. We speak of that spiritual no- 
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verty of ajll by nature, w)iicb U r^pfef^Qtefi ag a 
death ^^in trespasses and sm^"" and .whi^hf -ff .xy>t. 

removed by divine grace, will terminate i^ ^eipc^ 
deatbf — not the eternal annihilation of tt^ jipvil ^r 
the body, but the separation of both from Gpd ffjoiA 
from heaven, and the eternal torment. o{f botif, in 
the rolling billows of divine wrath. Tbp poverty 
and the oppressive tjrranny, endured bjj I^rfe||in 
Egypt's bondage, is but a very &int emblpm of t^ 
poverty, the bondage, and misery in which allnc^n 
are found to be since Adam*s transgression in pa- 
radise. These humiliating truths, the apqstle 
declares and proves at large in the first ^ee. 
chapters of the epistle to the Romans, '* For 
we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles 
that they are all under sin." < Again, *< the scrip- 
ture hath concluded all under sin.** ^ And h^ng 
under sin, we are under wrath : ^' for the ^ratbof 
God is revealed from heaven against all Amgcdiir 
ness and unrighteousness of men, who .hq^d ii^ 
truth in unrighteousness.'' ^ ^< Tribulation andan^^ 
guish upon every soul of man that doe^h evil, of 
the Jew first, and also of the Gentile." ^ , A^d 
again, when St. Paul addressed the Cfiristiaqs at 
£phesu(3, he reminded them of their former stale as 
being that of death, ^< dead in trespasses and sins:*** 

'Rom.iii. 9. » Gal. iii. 22. * Rom. i» 18. 

^ Rom. ii. 9. 
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^d 6r bitti&blf and felW apostles and fellow 
Ct^ikianSy he testified that, in their natural state, 
thiy wei'e •* children of wrath r"*—*^ wie all had 
our cdiav^rdation in times past in the lusts of our 
fledh,' fiiteUitig the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind; and were by nature the children of wrath 
even as 'others/'^ 

It was lyitig down in this polluted, miserable, 
and gu^y state, that the Son of God saw our 
rinihed rade. He saw the whole posterity of Adam 
uncBer thi dominion of sin, the tyranny of the devil ; 
and bound over to endure everlasting wrath, '^ the 
secoikd death," as <^ the wages of sin," as the con- 
summation, the horrid maturity of that sinful 
state. 

In this picture of human sinfulness and misery, 
we do iiot forget that among the human race are 
to be foiind many whose amiable disposition, whose 
active benevolence, and whose usefulness in society, 
shed an attractive loveliness on their character. 
We deny not the externally distinctive and various 
shades of moral character and of habits, from the 
man that stands on the loftiest pinnacle of ad- 
mired excellency among men, down to the most 
worthless, the most profligate, and the greatest 
pest of human society. But the comparison to be 
instituted is not between man and man, but be- 

• Ephes. ii. 3. 
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tween man in his fallen state, under every m< 
cation of existing character, and the moral law olF 
his Creator and Governor. It is that law whicb 
constitutes the line of eternal demarcation between 
the righteous and the wicked, and which fixes the 
character of every individual, and places him either 
under condemnation or under righteousDess. But 
the law IS transgressed by every one of Adam^s 
race, and every one is therefore on that side of the 
law which proclaims and demands wrath — the 
wrath of the Lawgiver. Nor is there any human 
possibility of regaining the position or the state of 
righteousness, which man has lost. The re-in- 
statement of man on that side of the law, which 
secures from condemnation, and which constitutes 
him righteous, is a work of divine power; wisdom, 
and love. And to re-instate man on that side, it 
was that the Son of God *^ became poor," that he 
endured the curse of the law, and made so ample a 
provision to enrich man with all the blessings of 
grace and glory. The Son of Grod " became 
poor,'^ — humbled himself, and became obedient 
unto the death of the cross, that through his po- 
verty man might be rich. By his own perfect 
obedience and vicarious suflFerings, in our nature, 
the Lord Jesus Christ has wrought out a full re« 
demption for his people. He hath brought in " an 
everlasting righteousness," which is " unto all and 
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upon all them that believe/' " He bare our sins 
ip, his body 01^ the tree/''^ So that every con- 
vinced sinner, every poor, trembling sinner, may 
see, in the righteousness of Christ, an ample pro- 
vision i^a^e for his own justification. ^' We are 
-^ccpunted righteous before God, only for the 
c^edt of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by 
faith, pd not for- our own works or deservings - 
Ii^i what Christ did and suffered ^^ for us men 
and for pur salvation," every one who believes and 
obeys the gospel sees his acquittal from con* 
dempation; his acceptance with God; the full 
deminds of the law answered, yea the law mag- 
nifieci and made honourable ; divine justice vindi- 
cated-^ a title to heaven, as his final possession, 
redeened and secured for him. And what shall 
we say of the manifold rich blessings which flow 
to the Christian when justified before God and 
" accepted in tlie beloved T' What shall we say of 
the adoptio^i into the family of God's dear chil- 
dren? VTiat shall we say of the pardon, the 
peace, the safety, t|;^e guidance, the consolation, 
the suppoit, of the believer in this life, — all pre- 
pared, all purchased, and all secured for, and con- 
ferred upor., him? And what shall we say of 
his final inhWitance laid up in heaven for him, — 
a kingdom thit shall never be moved, — a crown of 

^ 1 Pet. ii. 24. ® Article xi. 
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glorji undefiled, and that fadeth not ^way ?. Ah f.^bat 
human tongue can describe, what bum^n or a^gf* 
He mind can adequately conceive qf, tbosi^ i^b^ige 
which are prepared and secured for the Cbris4aw% 
and which he will enjoy to the lull through tb^ 
countless ages of eternity ! Being justified h^ is 
adopted; being adopted, be is a son ;.b^i|9g.a spo^ 
he is an heir, joint-beir with Obrisl^ he^ of. the 
glory which shall be revealed. These are ricbe^^ 
which, in their duration, as .far surpass tbe.ric^ 
of the world, as immeasurable eternity exceeds th(e 
shortest life of mortal man : and they are the pqr- 
tion, the inheritance of the Christian. 

But the Christian is enriched not oidy with a 
TITLE to these unspeakable blessings, be is also 
endued with qualifications for the enjoywent pf 
them: for he is not only justified, but be is also 
SANCTIFIED. Not ouly in his relation to .Gfid| 
but in his own real character, his views* bjs dJBpos^- 
tion, his pursuits, his enjoyments,--^ pb4|[ig^,.is 
effected. The servant of sin, the lover, cf .pleaffre, 
the slave of lusts, becomes^ the servai^ qf Xjpdi; 
enmity to God is destroyed, and lov^ to Qpd is 
shed abroad in the heart The law •f God ^s f^ 
derstood, loved, and obeyed as the rub of life., Jlfp 
holy image of God is restored to tl?e soul^ ^f^^^^ 
shines in the outward man. Deligk in the ^^ife 
of God supplants the former delight jn th^ drudgery 
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of^in. Communion wHh the despised and reviled 
saSiits df 'God, yields now a far greater and more 
dofid enjoyment, than the fellowship of the un- 
godTy, the yirin, tfee dissipated. He is. now <*a 
compstoion of all th^m that fear " God, ^< and of 
them thatt keep" his " precepts ?^ In a word, the 
mkn is now ^< a new creature in Christ Jesus ; old 
thiti^s ar^ passed 'away; behold! all things are 
be6bnie new.'* » Now the Christian is enriched with 
a *riTLE to, and meetness for, «^ the inheritance of 
the saints in light"' Hear how the apostle him^ 
self sums up all the vast and various blessings pur* 
chased for, and bestowed upon, all who believe : 
*^ all things are yours — things present, or things to 
come ; all are yours ; and ye are Christ's ; and 
Christ is God's."^ Thus, the Christian is enriched, 
— ^is a partaker of ^^ the unsearchable riches of 
CHrikt,'** through Christ who, <« though he was 
ritfb^ became poor :" and thus was the grace of the 
Lord Jet^iis' €9irist manifested. 

The'sipc^stle could say that the Corinthians knew 
tAi^ *^ci.** 

' **Fc'Ano«? the grace of our Lord JesuB Chri»t." 
The gr^ce 6f the Lord Jesus Christ in its won- 
drofus 'exercise had been made known to the 
Cbiistian^ at* Corinth. How was it made known ? 
B;^'the preaching of the gospel of Christ j by a 

^ Ps. cxix. 63. » fe Cor. v, 17. « Col. i. 12. » 1 Cor. iii. 21. 
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plain, Bimpld exhibition of those divin&j tsqtba 
which focmed the great sufagebt&.^of rtheiraposde'q 
instructiknoL The doctrine -of • the cr66s, profoed 
** mighty through God to thepuUing)ddwiE of dtrbng 
holds, casting down imaginations, aiid; every high 
thing that exaltetb itself against the knowledge.tif 
God, and bringing into caplinty.eTery tbdagfat><to 
the obedience of Christ".^ In preaohing '^-^lambiig 
the Gentiles the unsearchable jricb^s^iDf^Chrisft^" 
the apostle had not recourse to ^^ vorda .of Jinan'fi 
wisdom,'" — the captivating glitter of humaa fA(h 
quence ; but to a plain statement of gospeL deaths. 
" And my speech,'' says the apostle, " and my 
preaching, was not with enticing words ot' main's 
wisdom ; but in demonstration of the Spirit /and of 
power, that your faith should not stand in the wi&« 
dam of men, but in the power of God."* 

And the truths of the gospel, thus piteach^, 
were not only heard but believed by the Corintbir 
ans. They made to themselves, indivi4ua}ly, .«a 
practical application of the word. And it is thm 
that the word of God must be heard apd i^ead ;-rrT 
it pQiust be regarded as a message from Gpd) ,p4'' 
dressed to ourselves. To each of us it saya, ^^ TkfiiU 
art the man." It must be brought to our ,inw$rd 
man by the Holy Spirit; otherwise it will reiaain 
as to us a dead letter. Can it be ssdd to us ; ^^ Our 

* 2 Cor. X. 4, 5. * 1 Cor. ii. 4, 5. 
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gddpe) came tiotaiitb you in'^otd only, but also in 
p<y#eiv;and in the H<>fy Gho^ and in much assur- 
»ee^r?6 . wjjy is ii that so many, sabbath after 
S0bfaatb» and year after year, sit under the sound 
of. :tfae gospel; yet remain unmoved, unchanged, 
yea^j'^^deadih tre^asses and sins"? Is it not be- 
cause' the word as to tt^em is unaccompanied with 
^t the power of God^' ? And why is it unaccompa- 
nied wiihthe-power of God, but because that power 
ifi* unsought by prayer? They have not, because 
tb^ ask not^ 
- Alkw us, dear brethren, to ask, do you " know 
the ^ace of our Lord Jesus Christ," as evidenced 
in his incarnation, obedience, sufferings, and death ? 
Hasre you, in some measure, felt your poverty, your 
miseryj your helplessness ? If not, you are strangers 
to the grace of Christ. Your condition is, therefore, 
d«plorable,'-^yet not hopeless. That grace is free, 
abundant, and it is offered to you. O ! receive it, 
and jfou will be blessed,— -blessed in time, and through 
etehirty^! tohtinue to reject this offered grace, and 
you will die in your sins; and you will have this 
bitter ingreflient in your bitter cup of woe, — the re- 
fl&dtion that,' in the midst of the riches of the grace of 
** "fihte Lord Jesus Christ," you wilfully and perversely 
pe*idhed through lack of spiritual blessings ; that, 
ii^Hile others thankfully received and enjoyed the 

• 1 Thess. i. 5. ' James iv. 2. 
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provision of rich grace, ygtu^twi^-prdUd-disdaiByre^ 
jected it alL We beseech you U^ reflect .'Seriou&ljTjOa 
the deeply aggravated sin of rejedaogor ii^ei^g 
SO great a salvation. What, huiaaiily dpeakiog, j^rb^t 
more could have been done thaot ha3 b(9en dqne to 
raise you from the ruins of huiBa)B'natiaiie, /#ii4-to 
enrich you with a heavenly inheritaoie^? <Sh4U the 
divine Being expend, if we may ao. speak,. Ihe vast 
treasures of his love and wisdom, hb -grace and 
mercy, in designing and executing ■& pltin <*for 
your sakes," and to enrich you; and all this,- as 
far as you are concerned, and for aught you care, 
altogether in vain ? O I that the love of Christy so 
richly manifested on your behalf, would but oour 
strain you to yield up yourselves to his service ^and 
glory ! All things necessary for your salvation from 
sin and wrath, and for your eternal glorification, 
are now ready ; and you are invited to receive, them 
"without money and without price," ... 

But if you have happily discovered, and >i£ it is 
your settled conviction, that the Loivd Jesus, who 
searcheth all hearts, in describing the,. Laodicean 
church, is describing you ; " thou art wretched, 
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked," » 
— you are prepared to accept with gratitude the 
riches which Jesus has purchased for you, and 
which he counsels you to receive. Viewing his great 

" Rev. iii. 1 7. 
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sAlvati^ttinall itB |>arU and in all its provisions; 
yioiv iniiy fiaf air holy David said, *.« This is all my 
atfffation^! and all my desire."^ If you <* know the 
gt^o^trf'^nr >Lord Jesus Christ,^ it will teach you 
t6 d^ "'utogodliness and worldly lusts;" to "live 
s^betly, righteously^ and godly in this present worW !* 
W'^ilt 'constrain you to live the rest of your time to 
bim Who redeemed you with his precious blood. 
It? ^ will affecJt' your hearts with regard to others 
stH6, 'It will exhibit to you an example of com- 
pas^otl atid benevolence which you may and which 
you ought to exercise on others, whether they be 
destimitie of the grace of God, or of those things 
wfcichiare necessary to supply their temporal wants.* 
It will teach you to " draw out thy soul to the 
bemgryv and satisfy the afflicted soul,"* — to distri- 
bute according to your means for the alleviation of 
htifihanwoe; atid thus to show that you have not 
received " the grace of God in vain." And were 
thifei subject, ** the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ," 
more freqiently contemplated, than we fear it is 
by evte those who profess to "have tasted that the 
Lord is gracious,*" it would in some measure de- 
stroy that unchristian selfishness which closes up 
.both thfe heart and the purse of many a professor 

^ 2 Sam. xxiii. 6. 
• This sermon was preached for a charitable institution^ 
» Titus ii. 12. « Isa. Iviii. 10. 
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of religion, who '^shuttetb up bis bowels of compos- 
9ian from* a poor brother ; and who, by his ma- 
nifested covetousness, avarice, and apathy, comes 
under the suspicion contained in the apostle's 
question, *^How dwelleth the love of God in 
him?"- 

' 1 Jobn iii. 17. 
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ON THE LIMITED EXTENT OF MINISTERIAL 

SUCCESS. 

Isaiah liii. 1. 

** Who hath believed our report^ and to whom is the arm 
of the Lord revealed Y 



k»» 



The chapter before us presents a prophetical de- 
scription of the sufferings and death of the Lord 
Jesus; and so accurately are those sufferings pour^ 
trayed, that a comparison of this chapter with the 
narrative of Christ's life and death, has con- 
vinced some hardened infidels of the truth of 
Christianity. 

In the text the prophet appears to represent the 
ministers of God^s word, as complaining and mourn- 
ing over the small success of their labours. ** Who 
hath believed our report, and to whom is the arm 
of the Lord revealed ?* Our design is to explain 
and apply the questions propounded in this verse. 

L "Who hath believed our report?' 

Q 
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" Report" here means, we presume, the doctrine 
or instruction of God's holy word, as preached by 
his ministers. It means especially the preaching 
of Christ crucified. ,** Our report." So the apostle 
says of the gospel, ** our gospel," though the gospel 
of God. 

We have here the persons who complain : the 
ministers of God, "who labour in the word and 
doctrine." 

1. The prophets and holy men of old who were 
called, and commissioned to communicate to the 
people the will of the Lord. They had to exe- 
cute the high office of " ambassadors " from the 
King of kings, to a wayward and rebellious peo- 
ple. Their message, delivered with all the solemn 
sanction of heaven, was frequently disregarded, and 
their lives were jeopardied. Yea, they " had trial 
of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover 
of bonds and imprisonment : they were stoned, they 
were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with 
the sword." * 

2. Our Lord Jesus Christ. The messengers of 
God had indeed met with little encouragement 
from the people ; but surely the Son of God would 
be very difierently entertained ; surely, " they will 
reverence my Son." If the ambassador meets with 
no courtly reception, the King'^s Son, his only and 

» Heb. xi. 36, 37. 
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beloved Son will command some reverential atten- 
tion. To his proclamations and his overtures, the 
ears hitherto stopped will be opened. The Son of 
the Most High comes to a world in arms against 
the divine Majesty. He speaks as no man ever 
spake. He taught for three and a half years; 
and what he taught he confirmed by signs and 
wonders, and by doing good. His commission bare 
the broad seal of heaven. Multitudes of people 
followed him to hear his doctrine — to witness his 
miracles, and to partake of the blessings which he 
abundantly and freely conferred. And so strongly 
characterised with heavenly wisdom, and heavenly 
benevolence, were his words and his works, that 
this testimony was yielded by the very men sent to 
apprehend him ; " Never man spake like this man." - 
And, " We know that thou art a teacher come from 
God : for no man can do these miracles that thou 
doest, except God be with him,'^* was the testimony 
of a Jewish ruler. 

Yet, out of the multitudes that followed Christ, 
how few really believed his doctrine and embraced 
his salvation I The more faithfully he taught, and 
the more good works he performed, — the more 
were the pride, vanity, and malice of his enemies 
excited against him. Instead of believing on him 
as the promised and expected Messiah, they denied 

* John vii. 46. ' John iii. 2. 
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him, — they blasphemed his holy name, — they re- 
jected and crucified him. And at the close of his 
ministry and just after his resurrection, there were 
but very few comparatively who believed in his 
name; and those few had but a very imperfect 
view of his person and his doctrine. *' Though he 
had done so many miracles before them, yet they 
believed not on him : that the saying of Esaias the 
prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake. Lord, 
who hath believed our report ? and to whom hath 
the arm of the Lord been revealed ?"* 

3. The apostles and primitive teachers of the 
gospel. When the apostles began to preach the 
gospel of the Lord Jesus, they supported their doc- 
trines by the miracles which they also performed, 
and by their exemplary and holy lives. Yet very 
few of their countrymen, the Jews, believed the 
gospel. They opposed and persecuted these he- 
ralds of salvation, and all who dared confess the 
name of the Lord Jesus. The doctrines of the 
cross presented to neither Jews nor Gentiles any 
attraction : but appeared to the one, blasphemy ; 
to the other, foolishness. For, when the preaching 
of the gospel was extended to the Gentile nations, 
how few of them embraced " the truth as it is in 
Jesus !" The " ambassadors for Christ" were, while 
preaching " the unsearchable riches of Christ," ex- 

* John xii. 37, 38. 



MlNISTEKIAL SUCCESS. 341 

posed to every species of cruelty which the mind 
.of man could invent, and the power of man could 
execute. So, that of both Jews and Gentiles, very 
few, in comparison with the great bulk of mankind, 
believed the report or doctrine preached by the 
first and inspired ministers of the gospel. The 
apostle St Paul, therefore, applies the words of 
our test to the unbelieving Jews and Gentiles : 
*' Lord, who hath believed our report?"' 

4. The ministers of Christ in succeeding ages 
or periods of the church. The same discourage- 
tnent to the chris^an minister, and the same un- 
belief in the people, may be expected : for human 
nature is the same, and the goepeHs the same now, 
as they always have been. The doctrines of the 
gospel are, at this day, as uncompromising in their 
demand of receiving Christ in all his offices, as they 
were when dehvered by the holy apostles. And 
the enmity of the "carnal mind," and the repug- 
nance of the "natural man," to the doctrines of 
grace, are still as strong and as active as they were 
in the days that are past. Hence, the ministers 
of God's word and sacraments have to complain 
and mourn in secret before their God ; and to 
inquire, in the language of astonishment and des- 
pondency, " Who hath beheved our report ; and tn 
whom is the arm of the Lord revealed 'i" 
'■ Rom, X. l(j. 
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But let US examine a little further, what is the 
" report" which mankind are so slow to believe. It 
is, as we before intimated, the doctrine of the 
cross, the preaching of Christ crucified, — the pub- 
lishing of salvation through grace in the Lord 
Christ It is an exhibition to man, of the amazing 
provision made by divine wisdom and power, mercy 
and justice, love and goodness, to rescue man from 
sin and everlasting death ; and to proclaim to all 
ages and through all eternity " the manifold wisdom 
of God." The gospel requires the rejection of all 
human merit, and offers the righteousness of the 
Lord Christ, as the only meritorious cause of 
man's acceptance with God. And while the gos- 
pel leads man to Christ as ^^ the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth'* — it also 
demands a surrender of every motive, principle, 
and action, to the law of Christ While the gospel 
strips man of his own justifying righteousness, it 
also binds him to a righteous and holy life. This 
is the "report" or doctrine which men are so in- 
disposed to believe ; and so determined to oppose. 

To the unbelieving Jews, this doctrine proved a 
stumbling-block. They placed so great a confi- 
dence in the law of Moses, and in their observance 
of that law, that they expected to be justified and 
saved by keeping the law. Thus the apostle de- 
scribes their state and conduct : " For they, being 
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ignorant of Grod's righteousness, and going about 
to establish their own righteousness, have not sub^ 
mitted themselves to the righteousness of God.^^ 
They rejected " the righteousness of God, which 
is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all 
them that believe.**^ The doctrine of justification 
by fsdth proved to the Jews a stone of stumbling 
and a rock of offence : for they believed not. 

To the Gentiles^ this " report," or preaching of 
Christ crucified, seemed fooUshness. How a man 
could be justified and saved, or at all benefited by 
the death of a crucified man, was a doctrine that 
never entered into the philosophy of the heathen. 
And when St. Paul preached the doctrine of Jesus 
and the resurrection before the learned Athenians, 
^^ some mocked, and others said, We will hear thee 
again of this matter." In the doctrine of the cross 
of Christ, the Greeks and Romans could discover 
nothing to gratify and foster their vain glory and 
pride ; and in the plainness of speech with which 
that doctrine was promulgated, they could see no- 
thing attractive. They wanted human eloquence, 
" words of man's wisdom," leatned disquisitions, or 
accurate demonstrations; and hence, the doctrine 
of Christ, presenting nothing of that description, 
and the mode of stating that doctrine, seemed fool- 
ishness to the Gentiles. " The Jews require a 

° Rom. X. 3. ^ Rom. iii. 29. 
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feign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom ; but we 
preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblings 
block, and unto the Greeks foolishness ; but unto 
them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of 
God." 8 

But how did the apostles preach Christ cruci- 
fied? Hear the apostle's own account : ** And I, 
brethren, when I came to you, came not with ex- 
cellency of speech or of wisdom ; declaring unto 
you the testimony of God."^ "And I was with 
you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trem- 
bling. And my speech and my preaching was not 
with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in de- 
monstration of the Spirit and of power ; that your 
faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but 
in the power of God." 

As with the Jews and Gentiles, so it was with 
many who profess and call themselves Christians. 
They " require a sign." Discarding the written 
word, and rejecting the record which God hath 
given of his Son, they require some sensible tes- 
timony ; some extraordinary manifestation of the 
divine will and favour. They confound faith and 
sense. They prefer some imagined vision, voice, 
or dream, to the testimony of God who cannot lie. 

Now, this is unbelief. The beUever in Christ 

» \ Cor, i. 23, 24. » 1 Cor. ii. 1, 3, 4, 5. 
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takes God at his word ; and upon that word he 
ventures his soul. Others, like the Greeks, seek 
after wisdom, or vain philosophy. They require 
some ethical treatises, fine sounding words, human 
eloquence, and the attraction of a studied orator, 
instead of the simple, plain, unvarnished truths of 
the gospeL But the minister of Christ must not 
use such carnal weapons. He must use plainness 
of speech, that the success of the gospel may not 
be ascribed to the power of human eloquence, but 
to the power of God ; a.nd that the glory may not 
be given to man ; but to God " who worketh all 
things after the counsel of his will." We proceed 
now to the 

II. Question : " And to whom is the arm of 

THE LORD REVEALED ?" 

Some commentators take " the arm of the 
Lord" to signify the Lord Jesus Christ. Then, the 
question is, to whom is the Lord Jesus revealed or 
made known in a saving manner ? And Christ is 
called " the power of God " as well as " the wis- 
dom of God." But we beg to submit that the ex- 
pression, "the arm of the Lord," used in the 
text, may signify the power of God accompanying, 
and making effectual to them that believe, the 
preaching of Christ crucified. When the word is 
brought home to the hearl for conviction of sin, or 
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for the production and growth of faith, or for con* 
solation to the Christian, it is because the Spirit 
of the living God applies the word. There is a 
power exercised upon the soul of man, when that 
soul is quickened *^ from the death of sin unto the 
life of righteousness." Apart from that power, the 
word is a dead letter. "Our gospel came not 
unto you in word only, but also in power, and in 
the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance."^ In 
vain do we look to human might, and to human 
power, for success. God alone can crown the 
ministry of his word with success. 

And what- is it that has won the heart of some 
of you ; and has drawn you to delight in the ser- 
vice of God? What is it that has reclaimed you 
from your wanderings in the paths of sin, of misery, 
and of eternal ruin ? What has subjected your 
once obdurated heart to the will of God, and al- 
lured you to love and follow the Lord Jesus ? 
What has enabled you to say, and to say from the 
heart, " O how I love thy law !" What has 
opened the eyes of your understanding on the 
glory of the cross of Christ ? Was it your own 
natural power? Your own experience answers, 
no ; and your own church echoes the deniaL For 
" the condition of man after the fall of Adam is 
such, that he cannot turn and prepare himself by 

* X Thess. i. 5. 
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his owu natural strength and good works, to faith, 
and calling upon God." « It is the operation of 
tbe Holy Spirit that secretly inclines the will, that 
enlightens the mind, that enables you to walk 
before God in all pleasing. " The weapons of 
our warfare," — i. e. the ministry of the gospel, 
**are not carnal; but mighty through God, to 
the pulling down of strong-holds, — casting down 
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth 
itself against the knowledge of God ; and bringing 
into captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Christ" » 

The import of the second question propounded 
in the test is, then, to whom is the gospel come in 
its saving power ? — to whom is it made experimen- 
tally known? — to whom are communicated its 
many and rich blessings, — the pardon of sins, tbe 
favour of God, increasing victory over the world, 
tbe flesh, and the devil, peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghost, and a bumble conBdence in God for his guid- 
ance, protection, and support ? The power of the 
Holy Spirit, attending " the glorious gospel of the 
blessed God," is tbe arm of Jehovah to save you 
from the wrath to come, — to sustain you in your 
tribulations, and to lead you nto the haven of rest 
and joy. 

Article x. ' 3 Cor. S. 4, 5. 
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Yet, the prophet inquires, and the ministers of 
Christ reiterate the inquiry, " To whom is the arm 
of the Lord revealed ?" Alas ! how few are they 
who believe to the saving of their soul ! This 
earth^s population is estimated at eight hundred mil- 
lions. Of that number of immortal souls, about one 
hundred and eighty millions, less than one fourth, 
are computed as Christians of all denominations. 
Of the latter portion, again, how few, it may be 
feared, hold the truth in righteousness ! And in 
our own land, yea, in our own neighbourhood, how 
few comparatively embrace the opportunity of 
hearing the word of God ; and of the small portion 
who do hear, how few, again, receive the gospel in 
the love thereof I The word must be heard ; but 
to hear it is not enough. It must be understood ; 
but to understand it is not enough. It must be 
believed and obeyed. It is not the hearer but the 
doer of the word, that shall be blessed in his deeds. 
It is not the man who understands, but the man 
who understands and submits to the word of God, 
that is pronounced blessed. " Have ye under- 
stood all these things ? They say unto him. Yea, 
Lord."* « If ye know these things, happy are ye 
if ye do them." * 

Having briefly explained the questions of our 

* Matt. xiii. 51. * John xiii. 17. 
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text, a few words, by way of application, shall con- 
clude this discourse. 

How frequently has the minister of Christ to 
take up the words of the text, and mourn in secret 
over the unbelief and hardness of heart which ex- 
clude the word from the mind of his flock ! If his 
object were to discharge his duties, as the hireling 
accomplishes the labour of the day, for the se- 
curing of the bread that perisheth, the matter might 
end there. If his object were to collect a crowd of 
astonished and admiring hearers, or to form a 
party, the failure or success would be immaterial ; 
as immaterial as the bubble which, for a few mi- 
nutes, floats on the surface of yon placid water, and 
then for ever explodes. But the object is far 
higher. His object is to bring sinners home to 
Christ, to gather the sheep of Christ into the fold 
of Christ. Short of this, the faithful minister who 
watches for souls, as one who must give an account, 
will take up the language of lamentation : ^' Who 
hath believed our report ? and to whom is the arm 
of the Lord revealed ?" 

But this subject bears a fearful aspect towards 
those whose continued waywardness and unbelief 
drive their minister to weep in secret and to adopt 
the words of the text. You who now turn a de^f 
ear to " our report," and, as far as you can resist 



350 ON THE LIMITED EXTENT OF 

" the arm of the Lord," will be constrained another 
day to hear the tremendous and final " report" of 
the great and righteous Judge. But that " report," 
unlike the report which you now despise, will con- 
tain no overtures of mercy from the throne of grace ; 
but a sentence of righteous condemnation from the 
judgment-seat : " Depart from me ;" depart to 
reap the full and bitter fruits of your own doings> 
Depart to mourn and weep, and gnash your teeth 
for your impenitence, your obstinacy, your infi- 
delity, which made others weep for you in yonder 
world. Depart into everlasting burnings, "pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels." Oh ! contem- 
plate that day when you must stand before the 
judgment -seat, and consider what excuse you can 
then urge for your present carelessness and ungod- 
liness. 

And to you who, through the grace of God, have 
" believed our report,'' and " tasted that the Lord 
is gracious," we would say, be thankful for the 
grace that is given unto you. Seek, in the dili- 
gent use of means, an increase of faith, a growth 
" in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ." " Wherefore the rather give 
diligence to make your calling and election sure : 
for if ye do these things ye shall never fall : for so 
an entrance shall be ministered unto you abun- 
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dantly into that everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ:"^ to whom with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, be evermore ascribed 
all glory, dominion, and praise. 

*2Pet. i. 10, u. 



THE END. 
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